NEWS OF BROADCASTERS,
ON AND OFF THE RECORD,
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of the dav included Max Beer-
bohm, E. V Lucas and James
‘Il Agate. Sacheverell Sitwell not

SOMETHING TO SING
ABOUT

‘OME of the English literary

figures of the nineties took
Al their music hall songs and singers
seriously. People who wrote affec-
tionately of the great performers

long ago wrote a piece which he
called “Morning, Noon and Night
in London,” on Alfred Concanen’s
coloured song-covers of the sixties
and seventies. Summing up the
merits of the songs, Sir Richard
Terry, for many years director of
music at Westminster Cathedral,
says that many may have been
banal, but those which have lived
have a melodic and rhythmical
vitality; and from the nineties on-
ward, when they pgot away from
the old vamping type of accom-
pamiment, the best were stamped
with real rmusicianship. It is
almost awe-inspiring, says Chris-
topher Pulling in his “They Were
Singing,’ to find the tune of G.
H. Macdermott's song “By Jingo"
analvsed as “a pasticcio of the
Kyrie in Mozart’s Twelfth Mass,
and the ballad ‘Castles in the
Air’” But, asks Pulling, should
we still remember *“Ta-ra-ra-
boom-de-ay” if it had not been for
“La Donna ¢ Mobilé?” Should we
have gone mad on “Yes, We Have

No Bananas,” if Handel had
never composed his “Hallelujah
Chorus?” or should we have gone
“Chasing Rainbows” without
Chopin’s inspiration?

with the rank of Major in 1946. For
the last seven vears he has done orchard
work in the apple lands of Nelson.

In 1ts first studio broadcast from
Station 2XN at 8.30 p.m. on Wednes-
day, March 24, the Hills Choir will pre-
sent a programme ranging from Eliza-
bethan airs to songs of the present day.
Lilian Beere will accompany some of
the pieces. .

“lNQUIRER" (Brooklyn, Wellington)
asks about Frank Parker and Madrion
Marlow, popular duettists, heard the
other evening from 2ZB.
Frank Parker, who was born in Man-
hattan, started out as a chuich choris-
ter. He spent some time
DUETTISTS at the Milan Conserva-
tory and returned to the
U.S. to appear in Broadway productions.
Eventually he was given leading roles
and later he joined the casts of such
well-known shows as those run by Jack

Benny, Burns and Allen, and Eddie
Cantor, He hag alse sung in grand
opera.

Marion Marlow was born in St

Louis and began her radio career at the
astonishing age of five. Aided by her
mother she took up “little theatre” and
light opera engagements, and later in
Hollywood she underwent dramatic and
vocal training which secured her a. role
in a London musical production. On
ceturning to America she sang for one
night at a hotel on Miami Beach and

w

HERE is Bill McGuffie ot
the piano in the BBC's
"Show Band Show.” As ¢
boy his professional tuture
seemed assured until the day
he caught his hand in the
door of a telephone kiosk
and had to have the third
finger of his right hand am-
putated. His music teacher
saw this accident as the end
of o promising career, but
Bill was more optimistic and
practised more fiercely than
ever. He was voted the best
jazz pianist of 1953 by two
English musical papers.

w

-

attracted the attention of Arthur God-
frey, the American radio and television
star, who engaged her for his shows.

*

“[{EGARD[NG the inquiry about the
Winkler Quartet in Open Micro-
phone, 1 would like to tell you that this
eroup consists of two brothers and two
sisters, ail members of the same family.”
writes (Mrs.) M
MORE ABOUT Moore (Burwood,
THE WINKLERS Christchurch). “How-
ever, 1 was always
under the impression that they were
Austrians, as 1 remember their singing
long before I thought of coming to New
Zealand. Their records are for me my
most prized link with my native coun-
try. One of the recordings mentioned in
The Listener is “Fischerin vom Boden-
see”” which means the “Fishergirl from
Lake Constance.! Another well-known
record is “Fliege mit mir in die Heimat,”
which became popular as the hit “For-
ever and Ever” a year or two ago. There
are many more of their quaint record-
ings. 1 hope this little information may
be of some help to you.”
Thank you, Mrs. Moore.
*

“EFFIE” (Tauranga): Diana Decker is
an up and coming young American
actress who went to Britain as a child,
but “can't get rid of” her American
accent. She has appeared (mainly in
“tizzy” parts) in revue.
*

«~ ABIE” (c/o Hospital Staff, New
Plymouth): Eric Kunz, sometimes
called a baritone and sometimes a bass-
baritone, has come into international
prominence since the end of World War
II. At present he ‘s

SMALL MAN, appearing at the Met-
BIG VOICE ropolitan Opera House.

: He was born about 42
years ago in Austria, the son of a minor
Government official. The singer’s early
musical training consisted of rather in-
different choir practice at -school and
church., He used to perform at small
social gatherings and at one of these
he was heard by a teacher who had him
enrolled in the Vienna Conservatorium.
After more downs than ups in profes-
sional life he reached a part in Don
Giovanni at the Vienna Opera. His
career was interrupted by World War
II and little was heard of him until
1947, when he visited London as prin-
cipal batitone with the Vienna State
Opera. Though he has a big voice Eric
Kunz is of slight build, and somewhat

KB photegraph

fike the dancer Robert Helpmann. It
has been said that there is no male
singer on the Muropean stage with more
charm than Kunz.

“lJEGGY LEE TFAN” (Wellington}
wants to know all about Peggy Lee
and Billy Eckstine.

Peggy Lee (Norma Egstrom before
her marriage) has been singing as loug

as she can remember. She

BLONDE began in Minneapolis with

BUT SHY Sev Olson, and for a brief

period she sang with Will
Osborne’s Band; then she did single
turns at Palm Springs, California, and
Chicago’s Hotel Ambassador, Benny
Goodman engaged her in 1941, Aged 34,
Peggy Lee is described as “blonde, shy
and sartorically impeccable.”

Billy Eckstine came to light round
about 1946 when American night club
managers were hiring a little-known
Negro singer and labelling him “The
Sepia Sinatra” and “The Bronze Bal-
ladeer” to lure customers in. Eckstine
found his way to Broadway’s Paramount
Theatre. For a few songs. in association
with Duke Ellington, Eckstine was able
to make a respectable weekly wage.
Pittsburgh-born Billy Eckstine is de-
scribed 28 a modest, soft-spoken man off
stage, who lives quietly when the auto-
graph-hunters let him, with his wife and
his collie “Crooner” in Manhattan. His
one recreation is golf.

*
W. CHIARONI (Invercargiil): All
"1 can tell you about Renata

Tebaldi, the young Italian soprano, is
that her singing in most of Italy’s major
opera houses, in London, Edinburgh, Los
Angeles and San

RENATA TEBALDI Francisco and on
long - playing  re-
cords, has established her in the front

rank of the world’s operatic sopranos.
She was born at Pesaro in 1922,
and studied at the Arrigo Boito Con-
servatoire, - Parma, completing her

studies with Carmen Melis at the Gio-
acchino Rossini Conservatoire, Pesaro,
She made her debut at Rovigo in May,
1944, singing Elena in Mefistofele; in
December, 1945, she sang Verdi’s Otello
at Trieste. and from then on the story
of her career is success in various opera
houses and in a variety of voles.
Sorry, no photograph is availahle
*

“LATIN FANS” (Arthur’s Pass): Your
jetter is unsigned.

The WORLD'S BIGGEST
SONG HITS

“GOD’S LITTLE CANDLES"

(Jimmy Boyd's Biagest Song Hit)

“EBBTIDE" "EBBTIDE"

{Words and Music)

“YOU, YOU, YOU”

"“PRETEND" “PRETEND"
llPRETEN Dll

"BUTTERFLIES”
A DEAR JOHN LETTER”

(The Latest Craze}

"“EH CUMPARI"
“ISTANBUL” “ISTANBUL"
“MISTER TAPTOE"”

"ST. GEORGE and
the DRAGONET"
“Hi-LIL1, HI-LO” “CORONATION RAG"
“DOGGIE IN THE WINDOW"
“BRITANNIA RAG” — “RUBY” “RUBY"
“A BROKEN ENGAGEMENT”
JUST ARRIVED—
F & D’s ALBUM OF RAGS
.Containing 6 Rags selected by
WINIFRED ATWELL.

Price 3/6
ALL MUSIC SELLERS

Or direct from the publishers,
J. ALBERT AND SON PTY. LTD,
2-4 Willis Street, Wellington.

 INDIGESTION

o
De Witt's Antacid Powder in the house
is the ever-ready answer to common-
place digestivedisorders caused by excess
stomach acid. 4 single teaspoonful of
this reliable family medicine in half
a glass of water is an effective dose.

The De Witt's formula uses ingredients
which rapidiy neutralise acid excess,
promptly disperse digestive pain and dis~
comfort and ensure prolonged relief.
Price ¥. and, double size, §/- (inc. tax).

De WITT'S o
ANTACID TABLETS 2%
Automatic-openingtin1'9,
economyrefill bottle 3/6 inc. tax

Products of E. C. De WITT &Co. (N.Z,) itd.
9, HERBERT STREET, WELLINGTON, N.Z.

De Witt’s

N.Z. L1STENER, MARCH 19, 1954, 25



