He's got something
to sing about!

This young fellow is really happy
about his nappy . . . mother has ;
protected him from nappy rash with i
pure, safe “Vaseline” Petroleum Jelly,

Smooth on hygienic “Vaseline™
Petroleum Jelly each time vou change
baby’s nappy and vou can be sure
he'll be twice as comfortable. :

:Vaseline” Petroteum  Jelly s !
avilable everywhere. Keep it in the !
house for 101 daily uses.

vee VASELINE -~

Brand

PETROLEUM JELLY

*“Trade Mark proprietor Chese-
brough Manufacturing Company
Cous’d.. New York, N.Y., U.S.A.
Preparsd in New Zealand by"
Industrial Chemicals {(N.2)
Itd,, Eden Crescent, Auckland,
Registerad User of Trade Mack.”
1N32

. Vaseline
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PLAY PIANO BY EAR

HEAR T -~ PLAY T ;

Latest home-study course shows you how i

to play popular music in modern styies.

Everything you need for solo and doance
pltaying BY EAR.

Send TODAY for FULL tnformction [

The MUSIC WORKSHOP,

18 Sage Road. Aucklond, E.}

Dr. Scholi's Foot Powder gives daylong, cooling

comfort; prevents soreness, blisters. Easy and
convenient to use — just shake freely into shoes
or stockings. Helps prevent athlete’s foot, 2/3
and 3/6tin. Chemists everywhere. :

Dr. Scholl’s Shops :
HAM. 3a Col'wood St. LR. HUTT 29! High St.
WAST. 402 H'taungo St.  BLEN. 10 George St
NEW PLY. 52 Queen St. NELSON 247 Hordy St.
WANG. 192 Vic. Ave. CHCH. (23 Cashel St
PALM. N. /36 B'dway. TIM. Cnr, George & Sephia,
WGTON. 9 Wiliis St. DUNEDIN 20 Moray Place.

¥ Dr.Scholls
FO0OT POWDER

Scholl Mfg. Co.(N.Z.) Lid., Willeston Sp., Weton.
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N my rounds of the NZBS
the other day I met a new-
comer to the staff, Antony

Vercoe, who has been appointed
assistant programme officer. Heacl
Office. A Nelson boy, Vercoe
learned singing., and it wasn't long
before he was giving baritone recitals

&2

ANTONY VERCOE
Sang to a guitar

over NZBS stations. Later he sang and
acted with the Old Vic Company. Lon-

" don. After war service with the New

Zealand Forces he was awarded a burs-
ary, and studied singing for 18 months
under Kennedy Scott at Trinity College.
Then came a scholarship which enabled
him to study opera and drama at the
Royal College of Music. In 1951 he had
a leading role in a new opera, The
Mayor of Casterbridge, at the Arts
Theatre, Cambridge, and immediately
after that season he was invited to sing
at the Old Vic in Tyrone Guthrie's pro-
duction of Tamburlaine, which ran for
seven weeks and a further week at
Stratford-on-Avon. The Old Vic people
asked him to stay for the rest of the
season, and he took the baritone lead
in some performances of the Scottish
ballad opera The Highland Fair at the
Edinburgh Festival. Next came broad-
casting, television and concert work.
After playing Beppo in The Maid of
the Mountains at Petersfield. Antony
Vercoe appeared with the Harrow Light
Opera Company in excerpts from Merrie
England and Tom Jones. He returned

Open Microphone

to New Zealand at the
this vear.

Antony told me that he composes
songs. a little other music. and swims
aud plays tennis. Very few stage people
escape awkward moments. Here is one
of Vercoe’s, as he recounts il. and it
occurred when he was playing in Timon
of Athens at the Old Vic.

“Tyrone Guthrie asked me lo take
up a guitar, walk across the stage just
as the lights were coming up, and sing
a couple of phrases. 1 had never even
held a guitar before. Guthrie’s advice

begivning ol

was not to bother about words, ‘Sing
anything vou like) he said. But it
seemed fo me that if 1 just carolled

something ummntelligible the audience
would think my diction was bad., and
that wouldnt do my reputation as =«
singer any good. So 1 decided to sing
two phrases in Maori. beginning with
“‘Tahi nei taru kino’—using an ancient
type of mode—and pluck a chord or
two. I'm pleased to report that it
seemed to fill the bill.”

Antony Vercoe added something that
might interest Vic Oliver fans. “In his
television shows the comedian really
does conduct and he actually dces re-
hearse the orchestra—quite capably,”
he said. “There’s a good deal mare
music behind Oliver than just playing
the fool with a violin.”

*

\ FUND is being raised to perpetuate
“* the memosy of Kathleen Ferrier,
the famous British contralto. who died

recently. It will
KATHLEEN FERRIER provide for an
: MEMORIAL annua)  scholar-
ship or schaolar-
ships for British-born singers of all

voices. It will be administered by the

Royal! Philharmonic Society, of which

Kathleen Ferrier was a gold medallist.

The trustees are Sir John Barbirolli,

Hamish Hamilton, Roy Henderson,

Gerald Moore and Sir Malcolm Sargent.
*

\»’ICKI ANDERSON (Miss), Opeotiki:
Woody Herman was born in Mil-
waukee and began playing the saxo-
phone at nine. In

~WOODY HERMAN 1936 he formed
his own orches-
tra., then known as *“The Band That
Plays the Blues”™ Because swing was
then at its height. blues found littie

public favour, and 1t was not for several
vears that the orchestra really got into
its stride. The addition of many young
men and their ideas to the band, the
accumulation of a large number nof
original scores and a growing feeling
among the public that popular music
had lost much of its favour through
over-standardisation, contributed to the
swift success of Herman and his orches-
tra. He [ollowed his success with a
series of recordings in the modernist
vein, They were greeted with both
popular and critical approval, and the
orchestra’s place in the front rank of
American bands was secure.

*

])HOTOGRAPHS of the Ttalian tenor
Ferruccio Tagliavini and the soprano
Francka Sacchi are not available, but
here is some information about these
opera singers for (Mrs.) G. Leaning. of
Papatoetoe, Auckland.
Tagliavini was born in 1913. When
he made his debut at the Metropolitan
Opera in 1947, Trving
ELECTRIC Kolodin. New York Sun
TENOR critic, wrote: “A quantity
of listeners limited only
by the fire laws, took Tagliavini to their
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JEAN JOHNSON, who will conduct

4YC’s “Review”’ programme this year,

starting on the evening of Thursday,
March I8

-

EBC photograph

i

KABI LARETEI,

pianist, appeoring

e vyoung Estonian-born
in a television brood-
cast with the BBC Symphony Orchestra
conducted by Clarence Raybould. Her con-
cert, when she played Schumann’s Piano
Concerto in A Minor, was her first appear-

ance in British television,

e
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