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Dur water resdurceS
Lake Rotoroa, Nelson: depicted above, is to play a0 and the dams for theWaikatoschemes; theforestsinimportant part in the huge Braeburn hydro-electric the headwatersof the riversfeeding them come firstinscheme: Water is to be diverted from the upper theseriesof reservoirs throughwhich the water passesreaches9fthe WairauRiver to LakeRotoiti, from this on its way down to the sea. Where there are nolaketo LakeRotoroa,and thence to the ManglesRiver, lakestheforestsareall important: Mostof ourlarger2 tributaryoftheBullerRiver. Success in thisscheme rivers carry far too much shingle co be harnessed forwill depend upon protecting the forests fire could electricity, but many of their smaller tributariesrisingwichin 2 few hours undo the work of centuries in in the forested ranges areorwill be sources ofhydro-building uP a balance of soil and vegetation on the electric power. In the Mangahao and Cobb Rivermountainsides. schemesthe forestsof thecatchmentsarevital.
Conservationofwater resourcesisone of theprincipal The same is truewith town watersupplies Forestedconcerns of forestadministration. The valueof water catchmentsyield a well-regulatedflowofclearwaterforresources for hydro-electric power, and for town and Wellington 'City; the water isSopure no creatment isindustrial watersupplies;dependson the total volume, needed, and intheHuttRivernodam,only 1 collectingregularityandpurityof thewater. Forestsspread the weir;is required.flowofwater screams andriversflowingthroughthem TheWaipaoaRiverflowing intoPovertyBayisanexampleare much clearer and fluccuatemuch less than streams of what sometimeshappenswhen forestsare destroyed.flowing through country similar in topography but Almostcompletely deforested, thecatchmentsYield uPcleared of forest. The water flowing from our pro- verylargequantitiesofsiltduringheavyrain,and indrytection forests is therefore one of our great national periodsthereisnostored water to feed theriver. Theassets: lowestflow recordedforthis riveris26cu:secs.and the
Forestsare, then,natural reservoirsofwater. Where maximum 145,500cu:secs To preventsuch a lossoflakesanddamsprovidestorageofwater,asLakeTaupo water resources;wemustprotect theforests.
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