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The Other Side of the Case

ASIA AND WESTERN DOMINANCE, by
K. M. Pannikar; Allen and Unwin, English
price 30/-,

{Reviewed by R. M. Burdon)

€CCTT must be remembered that
we have heard only one side

of the case,” writes Samuel
‘Butler in his apology for the
Devil. “God has written all the
books.” Since most of the books
about Western dominance in Asia have
been written by Kuropeans or Ameri-
cans it follows that we of the West
have heard only one side of the case.
The other side is most ably and to
some extent impartially presented by
Mr. Pannikar in the book under review.
Four and a half centuries ago Portu-
gal combined an attempt to open and
develop the spice trade with a move-
ment to outflank the land power of
Islam in the Middle East. As Portuguese
sea power gave way to Dutch, and
Dutch to English, the motives and in-
centives for Oriental trade underwent a
change. Tea and textiles replaced spices
as the most desirable cargoes. Then,
after Britain’s industrial revolution, the
Orient assumed a new importance as a
market for manufactured goods, and

later as a field for the investment of
capital, followed in India by occupation
and piecemeal conquest; in China by a
system of external pressure which
brought about the collapse of that
already tottering Empire.

Beginning with Vasco da Gama's
arrival at Calicut in 1498, Mr, Pannikar
tells the story of Europe’s gradual pene-
tration of all the countries of coastal
Asia-—a story that does not always make
pleasant reading for persons brought up
to believe that their race has carried
welfare and enlightenment wherever its
standards have been planted. The East
India Company’s administration of Ben-
gal during the decade that followed
Plassey “was directed to a single pur-
pose — plunder.” The trade treaties
forced upon China are not readily de-
fensible, and the destruction of the
Summer Palace was an act of warton
barbarism. In some cases Christian mis-
sionaries relied upon diplomatic pres-
sure and even armed force to maintain
their establishments on Chinese terri-
tory.

While conceding that the East has
derived great benefits from the West
Mr. Pannikar passes over the fact that,
when they fell victims to European en-
croachment, the Moghul and Manchu

Empires were rotten structures. ripe in
any case for either conquest or anarchy,

and, while paying a frank tribute to
Britain'y administration of India during
the latter half of last century, he is

guilty of more than one unjust state-
ment. For instance, it is neither fair nor
correct to say that in 1845 “an excuse
was found to declare war on the Sikks,”
when actually the Sikhs themselves pro-
vided an unexceptionable excuse by
crossing the Sutlej with an invading
army. Nor is it just to claim that *“the
institution of separate electorates for the
Muslims  (during Lord Minto's vice-
rovalty) was the first expression of the
pernicious two-nation theory, which ulti-
mately resulted in the foundation of
Pakistan.” The responsibility for parti-
tion rests largely with the uncompro-
mising attitude of Congress leaders to-
wards the Moslem league in 1937 and
afterwards.

Generally speaking, however, this
book strikes me ‘as being of the very
greatest importance, appearing as it
does at a time when so large a part of
Asia is in a state of ferment. The fact
of its dominance has imbued the West
with a conviction of racial superiority—
a conviction of relatively recent growth
which is being challenged either ac-
tively or passively in every country east
of Suez. Until this state of affairs is
more fully recognised by American and
European statesmen, conflict is likely to
endure. Let us recapitulate. “It must be
remembered that we have heard only
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one side of the case.” Mr. Pannikar
has made a most commendable attempt
to show us the other.

FIGHTING ON TIMOR

INDEPENDENT COMPANY, by Lieutenant-
Colone! Bernard J. Callinan, D.S.0.. M.C.:
%il!iam Heinemann, New Zealand .price

“I"HE Australians went to Timor in De-

cember, 1941, to prevent airfields
falling into Japanese hands from which
the enemy could bomb the harbour at

Darwin, 500 miles away. In Dutch

Timor a weak battalion was overrun in

four days by 5000 Japanese; in Portu-

guese Timor the 2/2 Australian Inde-

pendent Company, 327 strong, a
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