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HE Colombo Plan 1x not, ay
some people seem to think, a
plan for helping people who
should be helping themselves. On
the contrary, the main idea is that
the countries of South and South-
Fast Asia should make an all-out effort

towards their own development, while

advanced coumries -like New Zealand
--do everything they can to help. The
plen will bhe three vyears old—half its
allotted lifetime - this year.

Asia Hax a Plan  taee hoarlong
programmes (o be heard oy NZBS

stations— gives a pictare of work gotng
on under the plan as D, G. Brdson.
BBC Assistant Head of Featlures, saw
it i the course of a three-months’ jour-
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“the freezing wind of the
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nev  whielh took luam
25,000 miles, The pro-
gramme is itself an essay
in Commonwealth co-op-
eration, because it is the
first project of a scheme
for feature coverage of
the Commonweatth, pro-
maoted by the BBC in co-
operation  with other
Commounwealth broad-
casting orgauisations, ane
agreed upon at the 1952
Commonwealth JRioad.
casttuz Conference in
London, And though the
progranyme  was  written
in  London, an  Aus-
tralian, Loftus Hyde, of
the ABC, had a hand in
it and travelled with M.
Bridson through Ceylon,
Malaya, India and Pakis-
tan.

Mr. Bridson started
his journey by Comet
from London, and trav-
elled by air, road, rail
and water, {rom the
steamy heat of Ceylon to

Khyber Pass, from the
bandit country of
Malaya to the empty
deserts of Sind and the
Thal.  “Always,” wrote

*ABOVE: Part of the
factory, Bihar—-the largest
plant in Asia, and typical ot the In-
dustrial projects
with Western assistance in South and
South-Fast Asia.
J. T. Watls laying the foundation-
stone of the All-India Medical Re-
search Institute,
Zealand’s contribution to this estab-
lishment will amount to £1,000,000
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Mr. Bridson, introducing

the programme in the Radio Times, “the
object was the same: to find out what
was going on, what was being done and
what the country had to show for itself.
Actually, a great deal was going on.
for every country 1 visited—Ceylon,
Malaya, Pakistan and India—each had
its own development programme, and

(continued from previous page)
duct with an over-zealous effort to draw
attention to himself. It is probably a
hatural failing of many people in the
public eye of a television camera to in-
ject as much as possible of their own
personalities into the commercial. This,
however, results in the advertised item
taking second place to the announcer
and from a salesmanship viewpoint this
is not good advertising. The force of
the spoken word is certainly reduced if
the attention of the watcher is dis-
tracted by the personal attributes of the
salesman or by the clothes he (or she)
is wearing. The old platitude that a pic-
iure is worth a thousand words is not
necessarily true in television, particu-
larly if a bad picture results in the loss’
of a thousand potential sales. Wherever
practicable, therefore, the camera should
concentrate upon the sponsor’s product
“and the words of the announcer should
be an important but unobtrusive and
friendly complement.
’ jul a ju]

’I‘HE underlying strength in verbal ad-

vertising on radio or on television
depends upon the ability of the speaker
to read as if he is not reading. The un-
seen radio man faces an invisible
audience; the TV announcer, on the
other hand, looking into the cold lens
of a camera, sometimes appears before
a listening throng so vast that all the
theatres in the world could not accom-
modate its millions. Under such condi-
tions it is more than easy to forget the
lines on an important commercial, and

o aid the speaker many TV channels
have introduced a mechanical device
called a teleprompter. This is a screen, |
ptaced below or near the camera, on to:
which the words of the commercial:
script are counveniently projected and |
enlarged. From this device the an-!
nouncer may read his message, while.
to the listening audience he should ap-
pear to be gazing into the camera.
Although the teleprompter has solved
one problem, it has evolved another;
television engineers are now wondering |
how to overcome the distracting swivel -
developing in the eyes of teleprompted
announcers,
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‘TTHE Americans have passed through :
the early growing pains of a new:
industry and are slowly emerging with
improved and more effective commer- !
cials. They have learned much, and;
their experience will be of use to every |
other country which is anticipating the |
arrival of this fascinating. medium ofi
communication. We should not hastily
condemn American commercial tele-
vision merely because it is not British, :
The Americans pioneered in this field :
and they know more about it than any-
one else. Like all beginners they have
made mistakes; but one of the great:
attributes of the American people is |
that they benefit from self-criticism. This
is as true of television as of any other
enterprise, and we New Zealanders
would be wise if we followed closely
the progress which will occur within
the United States television industry,
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each was doing all that it
could to better the econ-
omic plight of its people.
To help that general
sffort—supplying techni-
cal aid in training and
experts, gifts of equip-
ment and gifts of cash-—
was the overall purpose
of the Colombo Plun. . .
Canadian fshery experts,
Australian farming and
livestock experts, New
Zealand doctors .and
nurses, British engineers
and costing accountants
-—these were only a few
of the people I met as-
sisting with the work.
But invaluable as their
help was proving, they
were only a small hand-
ful among the vast army of able tech-
nicians that they were aiding.- For first
and foremost, the countries of the
Colombo Plan were learning to help
themselves.”

New Zealand has agreed to provide
£3,000,000 in capital assistance over
the first three years of the plan, and
by early in the third year £2,378,000
had already been transferred or ear-
marked for specific purposes. Of thid
£1,000,000 has been granted or set
aside to help meet the cost of con-
structing the All-India Medical Institute,
which will make a special feature of
social and preventive medicine. Help for
Pakistan has gone towards the purchase
of earth-moving equipment for irriga-
tion projects, and equipment for estabg
lishing a cement factory, New Zealand’s
grants to Ceylon have been used for ex-
tending laboratories and other buildings
and providing equipment for a dry-
farming research station. About two-
thirds of Ceylon is a “dry” zone—mainly
a waste of scrub jungle—and :ths task
of the research station .will.be to explors
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all possible ways of making this zone
productive. The Indonesian Government
is also to have help from New Zealand
in establishing a trade-training centre.
New Zealand has agreed to contribute
up to £400,000 for technical aid under
the Plan, and we have, of course, been

-host to many people from Asia who have

come here for courses of training, and
we have sent experts to help in India,
Pakistan, North Borneo and Malaya.

The first programme in Asia Has a
Plan, which will start from 2YC at 7.30
p.m. on Saturday, March 6, examines
the aims of the Plan and takes listeners
on a visit to some of the projects in
Ceylon and Malaya. The second pro-
gramme, about India, looks in on a
great’ multi-purpose irrigation schema
and says something about the plan to re-
vive cottage industries and village com-=
munity projects. The last of the pro-
crammes concerns Pakistan’s Six Year
Plan, "and includes recorded interviews
about the “Thal Development Project,
with its vast programme involving the
irrigation of more than 2,000,000 gcres.



