
and met resistance coloured by
repug: |nance, I declared that a hare is just a

long-legged rabbit. Later I felt uneasy
about that statement, and secretly con-
sulted authorities, who gave it no sup-
port at all. Hares, they all seem to say,
are as far from rabbits as goats are from
sheep, and in some respects a little
farther. They differ anatomically, and in
some matters physiologically; they don’t
and can’t interbreed; there are marked
differences in their chemistry. I had met
Mrs. Beeton’s first requirement by
catching my hare; but however faithfullyI followed her instructions from .that
point on, our jugged hare would not
have looked, smelt, or tasted like rabbit.

-_ ke *&
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NEED not have been so cautious the
other day about the weather. The,
figures for January are now available,
and prove that Canterbury had its driest
January for 52 years. Last week it had
see hottest dav for 49 years, and the

drought is still with
us. In other words, it
had been a wonderful

summer for holiday makers, DUt NOL SO
wonderful for any Canterbury farmer.
Even the swamp farmers, one of them
told me eyesterday, are getting anxious,
and wish they had not tried so hard to
get the sun and air into their soi] and
the moisture out. "But you can’t farm
for freak weather," he added. "You
must do what pays most years."
In his case it means deeper ditches
as his land sinks, more and better feeder
drains, filling up more hollows, throw-
ing up higher and rougher furrows.
Where his ditches carried three inches
of water a few years ago they now carry
six inches, and he looks forward to the
day when they will carry nine inches,
But this summer he is in trouble. His
paddocks are not merely dry. They are
baked hard and cracked, and he is as
helpless as his sandy and dusty neigh-
bours. "I know what to do," he assured
me, "but it is not worth doing. We'll get
a flood one of these days, and then I'll
thank God I didn’t take panic in the
drought." .. ie *

FEBRUARY 8

NE of the features-I suppose it is
a consequence-of the drought has
been the activity of ground-feeding
birds. When I was helping Jim recently
with his grass harvest I was puzzled by
the flocks of starlings that followed us-until Jim told me to look into the

bags. I did, anda
found the sight aston-
ishing. In the bags

holding the rubbish caterpillars were
hanging in hundreds on the jute fibres
and squirming in the waste seed and
straw. It could not have been an ex-
aggeration when Jim said that the star-
lings must be finding millions more in
the stubble. What the caterpillars were
neither of us knew at the time, nor do
I know yet; but a note I have seen, to-
day by Dr. Miller makes me wonder if
they were army-worms. I found it easier
to identify the black crickets swarming
in the grass bordering the stubble.
The story, I imagine, is that more
eggs are laid in dry, hot weather, and
many more hatched; that there is a
smaller mortality among the hatchings,
and an enormous increase in the cracks
and crevices of the soil in which such
creatures can shelter; that birds are
hampered by crisp dry grass, and get
a real chance only when a mower or
some other machine takes away the cov-
ering. Whatever the facts, it was in-
congruous to see starlings and not spar-
rows following the mill, and moving
through the short stubble in hundreds.

(To be continued)
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