
The Royal Concert at Dunedin

The Service which had re-
ported the Queen’s. every

move throughout the country was
to entertain her and the Duke of
Edinburgh before they left. It was
fitting that this should be so, and
doubly important, therefore, that radio
give of its, best.For ifs Royal Concert the NZBS
obtained the use of New. Zealand’s
finest auditorium, the Dunedin Town
Hall. In it was assembled the National
Orchestra, under its distinguished con-
ductor, Warwick Braithwaite, and a
girls’ choir of 114 voices from Dun-
edin’s secondary schools. The items to
be performed were carefully chosen as
those known to please or likely to please
New. Zealand’s Sovereign.
But before the performance went the
planning. Those concerned with the
concert’s broadcast throughout the
country were rehearsed in their parts.
An official Sequence of Events was
drawn up, with rehearsals being held in
the Town Hall to smooth out tricky
points of timing. The exact stage area
required was mapped out and extensions
made. Orchestra and choir experimentedto find the best placing. A comprehen-
sive scheme of decorations was arranged
in conjunction with the Decorations
Committee of the Dunedin City Coun-
cil. Artists’ drawings for the souvenir
programme were commissioned, exam-
ined, amended, and finally approved.
And, of course, some 3000 tickets were
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TWO photographs of the interior of the Dunedin Town Hall, taken justbeforethe start of theRoyalConcert onJanuary 26


