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SOMETHING TO SING
ABOUT

"{T'S A LONG WAY TO TIiP-

PERARY.” stiongly associ-
ated with the First World War,
came out of a bet. It was pro-
duced two vyears before the war
sturted.  Jack Judge and Harry
Williams were the joint authors.
Once when Judge, a music-ha'l
singer, was appearing at the
Stalybridge T heatre, Lancashire,
there was an argument zbout how
long it took to compose a catchy
song. Jack took up a wager, called
at the “local,” borrowed pencil
and paper and got to work. That
night “It's a Long Way to Tipper-
ary™ was sung af the Stalybridge
Theatre; and later it became a
marching song for a nation. Its
theme, of course, was a sentimen-
tal story of an lrishman's visit to
London. It had a tuneful melody,
but it was most likely the line
"“Goodbye, Piccadilly; Fareweli,
Leicester Square,” that appealed
to the troops, who probably cared
little how far it was to Tipperary.

of material that comes out of the srocve
in an acetate disc wheo a recording is
being cut. It rhymes with wharf.
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EFORE he left London (according to

the BBC Overseas Press Bulletin)
BBC commentator on the Roval Tour
Wynford Vaughan Thomas spoke in the
General Overseas Service about a new

programme, Com-
COMMONWEALTH  monwealth  Club,
CLUB which links list-

eners all over the
Commonwealth. He told of the interest
in Britain he always finds on his travels.
He added that the BBC likes tg receive
any information and entertainment from
listeners to the General Overseas Se:.
vice. One of his tasks during the Royal
Tour was to meet G.0.S. listeners in
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ONE OF THE FIRST photographs of the

BBC's “Show Band Show.” The fair-haired,

immaculately dressed man on the podium

is Cyril Stapleton, director of the band.

The light-hearted two at the microphone

are Graham Stark and Diana Decker, guest
artists.

w

-—-

front of a microphone and invite them
to tell something of themselves, then
lives and world. This personal encounter
with Vaughan Thomas, said the bulletin,
was possibie for only a limited numbe: .
but the BBC also invited listeners to
the G.O.8. to write direct to the BBC.
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“ALTHEA" (Oamaru) asks why Jimmy
' " Edwards, iv Take It From Here
occasionally calls David Dunhill “Dun-
pers” and Dick Bentley “Benters.”

This is an old public school custom.,

found mainly in England. and, some
vears ago in a New Zea-

“"DUNNERS” land college. (It may
still be in vogue here,

for 8]l T know.) Dunbill. by the way.
started work in the Paris branch of

famous pipe and tobacco manufscturers
of that name. He turned to journalism
and eventually reached the BBC in
1946 via the Egyptian State Broadcast-
ing Company. where he was news reader
and announcer. He lives in a Surrey
village with his artist wife, small daugh-
ter and twin baby sons. He includes
gardening and cooking among  his
hobbies.
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)AD AND DAVE, the 16-year-old
cerial, due to go off the Austraiian

air at the end of last year, is likely
to be reprieved. ac-

REPRIEVE FOR  cording to T he
DAD AND DAVE? Broadcaster (Perth),
Sponsors are  seek-

ing an option on the show. One of the
bidders has ideas
about rveviving past
episodes right from
No. 1. while an-
other is anxious to
take up the threads
from the last epi-
sode recorded last
December. Memkbte.s
of the cast of Dad
and Dave sang “Old
Lang Syne” at what
wes thought to be
the final reccrding.
They were Rodney Jacobs (Ted Ram-
say). Dorothy Whitely (Rita Ramsay).
John Saul (Dave), Ethel Gabriel (Mrs

Lorne Bingham

#Smith), Peg Christensen (Mabel), Eric

Scott (Bill Smith}, Lou Vernon {Dad),
Hope Suttor (Mum), Tom Farley (Alf
Morton), and Lorna Bingham (Annie
Morton). Lorna Bingham is also script
writer.

A\MONG the artists presented by John
‘ Watt in the BBC series of new pra-
grammes Songs from the Shows (2YA,

Saturday  evenings),

CARCLE JOINS is Carole Carr, pie-
THE PARTY  tured here. Carole,
who spent a good

part of 1952 entertaining troops in

Malava and Korea, will sing, in a forth-

BEEC photngreph
CAROLE CARR
Nostalgic melodies
coming episode of Songs from the
Shows, a Jerome Kern medley znd the
song by which Ivor Novello will Iong be
remembered — “We'll Gather Lilacs.”

John Watt delves into famous shows

of the past for part of the programme.
and he will recall “Tell Me Pretty
Maiden.” the famous sextet from Flora-
dora, sung in this show by tue George
Mitchell Choir, and “Queen of My

Heart." which Haydn Coffin made into |

a sensational success on the first nignt
of Dorothy in London in 1899,
*

"HOMAS WOODROOFE, RN,

(Ret.), of a celebrated naval occa-

sion. and who

NAVAL COMPERE visited New Zea-

“land early in 1919,

is acting as compere for a new BBC
show called These Radio Times.
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N.Z. LISTENER, FEBRUARY 5, 1954.
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The WORLD'S BIGGEST
SONG HITS

" GOD’S LITTLE CANDLES”

mmy  Boyd's Biggest Sgng Hit)
“PRETEND ”PRETEND"
”PRETEND"'
“LOOK AT THAT GIRL”

“LET'S WALK
- THAT-A_-WAY"
"YQU, YOU, YOU”
’ST. GEORGE and
____the DRAGONET"
“MISTER TAPTOE"
I'M WALKING
_____BEHIND YOU”
__”DRAGNET"
“WHY DON'T YOU
BELIEVE ME"”
“HI-LILl, HI-LO”  “CORONATION RAG"
“DOGGIE IN THE WINDOW"
“BRITANNIA RAG"” — “RUBY” “RUBY"
A BROKEN ENGAGEMENT”
JUST ARRIVED — Further Stocks of

“THE ROYAL VISIT ALBUM”

Contamning NINE Suitable Songs dor wvisit
of the Queen and Duke.

Price 3/-
ALL MUSIC SELLERS

Or direct from the publishers,

J. ALBERT AND SON PTY, LTD,
2-4 Willis Street, Wellington.
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When aeway from home,
digestive troubjes are inost con-
veniently corrected with De
Witt's Antacid Tablets. NO
WATER REQUIRED —tab-
lets dissolve smoothly on the
tongue. Pleasant tasting. Small
effective dosage of 1-2 tablets
for PROMPT RELIEF—any-
wheve. In handy automatic-
opening tin, price 19, Economy
Refill Bottle - THREE times
the quantity —price 3/6 {inc, tax).

A product of £..C. DeWITT & Co. (N.2,) Ltd.,
9 Merbert Szraet, Welllngron, Naw Zesiand,

TABLETS &

Prompt relief — Pleasant ™"
flavour — No water needed

® For home use—
Here’s the family standby

® Quickly soothes De WITTS
d settl

e e ANTACID

POWDER

@ Relieves paln
Price 3'-, double size §'- (inc. tax)
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