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SOMETHING TO SING
ABOUT
()F the orvigin of “Two Eyes of
Grey,” the composer Daisy
McGeoch, has told this story: “I
was staying at a small hotel at
Corrie in the Isle of Man, and one
day I was some distance out fo
sea, fishing alone, when suddenly
I heard a melody, very sweet and
sad. Whence it came I did not
| know; what I do know is that I
i felt compelled to return to my I
. hotel and write it down. I did so,
and to my surprise and delight I
found that it exactly fitted some
words I had written the day be- |
fore which ended with the line, ‘It !
| breaks my heart to see your dear |
i grey eyes so sad.’” .

Prince of Philadeiphia’ is a bit of heavy-
nanded reaching. and her obvious dig at
a French chanteuse doesn't come off as
‘unny as her introduction to it. .. Anta
Russell’s recording first set New Zealand
radio Jisteners talking about six months

ago. >

5ERGEAVT H. C. STEPHENS
(R.N.Z.AF. Station, Whenuapai) has
sent me some extra information for
“R.JN." (Titirangiy about David De
Groot. He says: “"Between 1925 and
1928 De Groot was musical director at
the New Victoria Cinema, London, and
I remember him at that
MORE ABOUT time with his 30-piece
DE GROOT orchestra which played
for silent films. It was
customary to have the orchestra on stage
guring the evening performance, and De
Groot generally played a solo. With the
advent of the tal<ing film this orchestra,
and most of the others in the big Lon-
don cinemas, was disbanded, and I next
heard of De Groot touring the smaller
provincial music halls with an act known
as the De Groot Trio; who the other
two members were I do not know. This
would be about the early part of 1932,
and I think he went to the Piccadilly
Hotel soon after. So far as I know the
only record of De Groot playing with
the New Victoria Orchestra is now out
of the catalogue and unobtainable, but
some of your older readers may still
have a copyv: it was a selection from Kai-
man's operetta The Gipsv Princess—
H.MV. C 22747 .
Manv thanks. Sergeant.
*

“T"HE French violinist Stephane Grap-
pelly. known for his highly individual
stvle of playing, first made his name in
England when he played with Django
Reinhardt and the Quin-
NIGHTMARE tette du Hot Club de
France. When Djange
went back to France at the beginning of
the last war Grappelly stayed in Britain
and went into partnership with George
Shearing, the brilliant blind pianist.
They toured Britain together and it was
then that Grappelly received what he
described in the BBC's In Town Tonight
programme as the biggest shock of his
life. He woke in the middle of the night
to hear roars of laughter in his room.
It was quite dark. He switched on the
light and found his blind partner sitting
up in bed reading a funny book in
Braille.

N.P.S. phratograph

ROYAL TOUR TECHNICIANS: Standing, left t. right, N. K. M. Keen, B. W.

Major, R, L. Miller and K W. Frank; sitting, A. R. Lewis. Noel Keen and Ashley
Lewis wiil “leapfrog” round the country with the Royal Tour broadcast producers
and the other three technicians will be attached to the three full-time observers
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No Laughing Gas

For Cicely's Guests

T was by one of those coincidences

that add gatety even to the grey
threshold of the English winter that, on
the morning of the literary luncheon to
launch Cicely Courtneidge’'s autobio-
graphy. I read the news agency report
on the Japanese family who could not
stop laughing. Father. mother. and three
children were prostrated by uncontroll-
able laughter until. after 36 hours, doc-
tors discovered that they had eaten a
species of fungus known as “laughing
toadstool.”

My mind went back to a day at New
Plymouth—1I have to admit that it was
similarly grey, but I like to think it was
less chill—when 1 last heard Cicely
Courtneidge’s “Laughing Gas” on a radio
request programme. I used to wonder
how often the broadcasting service had
to replage that actress’s records. Are
they still as popular?

There was no need for laughing gas
at Foyle's literary luncheon when the
reward for stardom was an invitation to
the Dorchester Hotel. and the price of
unimportance was 17 6 for a ticket. with
all drinks extra, even coffee. As Mr.
Stephen Potter said in his dissertation
on the secrets of Courtneidgeship:
*Gay's the word.”

That was the title of the revue in
which Cicely, then aged 57. added to
her successes and belied her age in 1951,
the same year that she received the
award of CB.E. Even as she shuffled
her notes. wrinkled her brow. and re-
placed her spectacles. it was difficult to
believe that she had made her stage
debut in 1901-—admittedly as one of the
Midsummer Night's fairies.

When she stood up. switched cff the
nervousness, and let flow the full steam
of Cicelyan fun, it was quite impossible
to believe that she had been entertain-
ing us for as long as many could re-
member.

0O: her book she said: “I was so sur-
prised when I saw it on the bookstalls
at Waterloo station, I nearly rushed up
and bought a copy.”

Of the stage: “People often say,
‘Don't you get tired doing the same

thing over and over again?’ Tired? I'm-

too busy counting the house.” Of course,
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there were sometimes failures: “First an
empty box, then a few empty stalls,
several rows of statis. Then you know.
Tired? I'm much too busy making ex-
cuses: it’s too hot: it's too cold: it's too
wet: it's not wet enough. Think of all
the wonderful notices: it should run for
ever. But why doesn’'t it?”

Of television: “As long as there’s a
human race, the live theatre will always
survive. If you see Spencer Tracy in a
film. you behave normally. If you see
him walking in Regent Street. you run
after him to have a look. I know—I've
done it."”

With so many lesser entertainers pre-
sent. including Robertson Hare. Yvonne
Arnaud, Frankie Howerd. and Bobby
Howes, it is not to be wondered at that
there was a feline purr: “She does it all
from script. Jack Hulbert helps her
write it.” Her husband, he sat beside
her.

What does it matter? The greatest en-
tertainer of them all continued: “It gives
me tremendous pleasure to amuse
people—I1 get paid for it.”

No need for Jaughing gas here; the
galety is so infectious that no one
thought to ask whether she had yet suc-
ceeded in buying that double dozen
damask dmner napkin

—l, W, GOODWIN (London)

The WORLD'S BIGGEST
SONG HITS

“QUEEN ELIZABETH
WALTZ"

{Buy the Song and learn the Dance for the
Royal Visit)

“GOD'S LITTLE CANDLES”

(Jimmy Boyd’'s Biggest Song Hit)
“PRETEND" “PRETEND"
“PRETEND"

“LOOK AT THAT GIRL"

“LET'S WALK
THAT-A-WAY"

“MISTER TAPTOE"

“I'M WALKING
BEHIND YOU”

itYOU 1 IIYOUI'I nYoun

“WHY DONT YOU
BELIEVE ME”
“HI-LILE, HI-LO”  “CORONATION RAG™”
“"DOGGIE IN THE WINDOW"
“BRITANNIA RAG" “RUBY” “RUBY"
“A BROKEN ENGAGEMENT”
JUST ARRIVED — Further Stocks of

"THE ROYAL VISIT ALBUM"

Cantzining  MINE  Suitobie  Songs
sgec =z Freming Protogrophs of the Queen
and Duke.
Price 3/-.

ALL MUSIC SELLERS

Qr direct from the publishers,
J. ALBERT & SON PTY,, LTD,
2-4 Willis Street, Wellington,

—

D.C.L. vessihslers

These tablets consist wholly of speciat
yeast cultures which have developed dur-
ing cell growth a potenf, natural, stand-
ardised content of the B group of vitamins.
D.C.L. VITAMIN B1 YEAST TABLETS
Supply any deficiency there may be in
the doily diet, thereby providing @ potent
tonic and nutrient. Recommended when a
decline in metabolism is monifested by
lassitude, depression, loss of mental
vigour, etc., also as a preventive against
ili-health. Each toblet has a Vitamin . Bj
potency of 100 International Units (approx.}
ond is rich in proteins and other nutrients,
Price 476 per bottle of 100 tablets.
Obtainable from all Chemists.
Man, in Scotland by the Distillers Co. Lid,
Sole N.Z. Agents: Potter & Birks (N.Z.),
Ltd., P.O. Box 1009, AUCK.LlAND, %Z,
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