was vanity, affectation. theft. He had
seen someone else groomed like that,
and thought he could safely steal the
fashion. He was a pretender, a humbug,
a sham. Stand beside him in the last
ditch and you would find yourself sud-
denly alone. And so on. There was a
pen of cattle between us. and I could
nnt say anything to him. but seeing him
there changed in front of me gave me
the kind of annoyance a dyspeptic has
when he sees a child enjoying a piece
of cake.

The more I think of it the more crazy
I know 1 was-—and the more representa-

live. We are an-

DECEMBER 16 mnoyed when people

do unexpected things
because they are unexpected by us. We
have been surprised, caught off guard,
proved dull and slow, and taken in. It
is the other side of the kind of resent-
ment we show when too much is taken
for pranted. T have a friend, Christlike
in most of his attitudes. who gets angry
if the barman says to him, “The usual,
Mr. . . .?" Or his tobacconist, without
waiting for the order, produces the cus-
tomary brand of cigarettes. It is a quite
jrrational anger, but when I spoke about
it once I was told, a little shortly, that
people should not assume that they
know what we want before we ask for
it, or deny us the right to change our
minds.

Without these assumptions sociatl life
would be difficuit. With them it s often
tyrannical and unreasonable. Unless we
can take a great deal for granted, every
moment of every dayv, our thoughts as
well ag our actions will show a splutter-
ing uncertainty like the antics of an
engine sparking on only half its plugs.
1f we take too much for granted—
assume that what has been must con-
tinue to be till God calls a halt—we
shall often find ourselves as silly as I
was today at Addington.

* S Ed

ECAUSE I have no ram-paddock, or
more accurately, no ram-holding
fences, I have three new lambs this
month, only one of which I saw coming.
One of the three was still-born. One
came from a very big and very fat ewe
that I assumed to be dry. The expected
one illustrates the will to survive and
perpetuate themselves in 99 per cent of
potential  mothers.
DECEMBER 18 She is a three-
legged mother who
would have been destroyed if T had been
a commercial farmer. Somewhere on the
long train journey from Otago, or the
short truck journey from Addington, she
dislocated a hip, and a week or two later
lost all her wool (having apparently
nearly died). I wrote her off as a pos-
sible breeder, but finding the will to
live still strong in her, T decided to let
her take a chance of surviving the win-
ter. Once or twice when the flock was
penned I examined her for footrot, but
did not realise till Jim told me that
she had a dislocation. A few weeks ago
1 was surprised to notice®that she was
passibly going to have a lamb, and when
I was coming down the hill this morn-
ing she was lying in the shade of a
macrocarpa with her ten-days-old lamb
nibbling at her ear.

(To be continued)

IMMEDIATE RELIEF FROM

INSECT BITES

Banish pain immediately from insect bites —apply

JOHNSON'S BURN CREAM ~-pre-eminent too

2s 3 general purpose ointmant in the home. At

chemists sverywhare. Dist. POTTER & BIRKS
N2, L?

D., Fedaral Street, Auckland.
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Fly via Australia anq the East!

Now free choice
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tern Mediterranean and
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* Break your Journey . DUSSELDORP routes across Europe—-

COLOGNE at no extra air fare,
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@ KuriMeune application.
STUTTGART

wherever you wish—

no additional air fare,

% World’s most experi-
enced international air-
liners - comfortable
air - conditioned Con-
stellations,

% Excellent food, compli-
mentary dinner wines
in flight, attentive cabin
service, first - class ac-
commodation at night
stops, '

Start your journey from Auckland, ee
Wellington, or Christchurch. TEAL
services connect all three cities with
QANTAS-B.O.A.C. “Kangaroo™
route, @ services weekly from Sydney.

For Post Haste without waste - use overseas Air Mail

‘

No Reserve Bank authority
for fare required when flying
the Kangaroo Service to
Britain.

QANTAS EMPIRE AIRWAYS LIMITED in parallel with BRITISH OVERSEAS AIRWAYS CORPORATION.

Inquirles: Leading Travel Agents or TEAL, Aucklond, Wellington, Christchurch.
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