Basic English Becomes World Politics
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advertisement, have less covering power.
‘These have a place in Basic becausa it wouid
be hard, if not impossible, to do without them.

Ogden's great and surptising discovery was
the fact that English may be clearly. smoothly
and expertly used with a very small number
of those names of acts and operations listed
in schoolbooks as “verbs.”” In the normal talk
of most persons of education, about 4000
common ones come into play. To take the
place of these 4000, Basic has 18 whose power
to do the work of all the cthers seems past
belief till one goes into their range of sense
expansion in detail. These 18 are: come, get,
give, go, keep, let, make, put, seem, take, be,
do, have, say, see, send, may and will.

When these elastic little servants are used,
separately or joined in word structures like
give up, put off, get over, they say every-
thing novmaelly covered by more complex,
Latin-rooted ornaments of the language. There
is no exchange of common knowledge, news,
or everyday opinion which may not be made
clear with Basic’s 850 words. And quality of
writing is not over-greatly damaged by its
narrow limits. The reading of it may give
no more trouble than the reading of these last
three paragraphs which-—up to the word
paragraphs~—have been written in Basic Eng.
lish.

With the single exception of Chinese, Eng-
lish is the only major language from which a
basic ¢lixir can thus be distilled. Professor
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Richards (now at Harvard, and Basic¢’s most
active exponent in the U.S.), esttmates that at
least 2000 words would be required tn create
any kind of a useful basic French or Spanish,
Tortuously inflected languages like German
and Japanese would demand even more. The
reasons why English-—richest, most intellec-
tual, sand perhaps most delicate of all langu-
ages—contains this 4mner voice, rest in the
history of the British Isles.

“Seldom Awkward, Often Eloquent”

Although the chief claim made for
Basic is that it would enable people
all, over the world to communicate with
one another in a relatively-rich and
easily-acquired medium, enthusiastic
advocates say that it need never be
awkward and can often be eloquent. The
fundamental rule, they say, is that bad
English is bad Basic, good English good
Basic. And to show what the possibili-
ties are in eloquence and dignity, Life
gives the Basic version of Lincoln's
address at Gettysburg, which we reprint
elsewhere, along with the original, for
purposes of comparison.

There is, in fact, a tibrary of Basic—
works by Shaw, Stevenson, Swift and
Tolstoy; at least one play by Shakes-
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' peare; and best known of all, a Basic
New Testament. Here is the Lord’s

Prayer in Basic (from St. Matthew):
Qur Father in hcaven, may your name be
kept holy. Let your kingdom come, Let your
pleasure be done, as in heaven, so on earth.

Give us this day bread for our needs. And

make us free of our debts, as we have mads

those free who are in debt to us. And let
us not be put to the test, but keep us safe
from the Evil One.

Arguments Against

So much for the advocates, Let us
now return tu the New Statesman for
some irreverence:

With one half of the claim put forward for
Basic English we are in complete .agreement,
It is & very easy language for a foreigner to
learn. Two weeks of hard work, as its in-
ventor, Mr. Ogden, reckons, might suffice.
‘The pupil’s pronunciation might leave some-
thing to be desired, He might be tempted to
translate the idioms of his mother-tongue into
it, with disconcerting effects. But a quick-
witted Englishman, let us say Mr, Churchill,
landing, for instance, at Syracuse, would
understand the first Sicilian who brought him
fruit and wine with a careful little address in
Basic English. Here is a good beginning. But
we are not so sure that the Sicilian would
understand Mr. Churchill with equal ease. All

(continued on next pzge)
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THE BASIS OF BASIC ENGLISH are these 850 words arranged in a system, designed by Basic’s inventor, It classifies nouns as
! “things, general”’ and “things, picturable,” adjectives as “qygliﬁes“ and tf»'cm- “opposites.”’ Under “‘operations’’ are listed Basic’s 18 verbs

and an assoriment of prep
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and other atructural words
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