
CENTENNIAL OF
TOM BRACKEN
Authorof Not Understood
And "God Defend
New Zealand"
HOMAS BRACKEN is the best-
known New Zealand poet. There
is no doubt about that. It is true
that most lovers of poetry would

deny him the title of poet at all. Chal-
lenged, they might admit that once or
twice he just touched the fringe of
poetry. But his name and some of his
work are familiar to more New Zea-
landers than the name and work of any-
body else. Bracken lives by three poems-*"NotUnderstood,"

"God Defend
New Zealand," and
"God’s Own Coun-
try." The first is, or
was, beloved of re-citers throughout
the English-speak-
ing world; the
second has become
our national song;
and the third gave
rise to a popular
phrase.

These, and other aspects of Bracken’s
work are recalled by the centennial of
his birth, which falls on December 21.
Station 2YA will mark the occasion by
a Bracken programme in the evening
of that day. There will be a talk on
Bracken, in which his career will be
sketched, and some curious facts stated
about the popularity of his work. For
example, the vogue of "Not Under-
stood" in America, where it has been
used to mend sundered friendships, and
where claimants to its authorship have
appeared. A setting of the poem as a
solo will be broadcast. Reference will
also be made to the history which J.
McDermott told in The Listener three
and a-half years ago, of "God Defend
New Zealand," words and music-how it
became known here and abroad, and was
officially established as our national
song.a
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(continued from previous page)
reported injustice, and it ferments until
the container won’t hold them. Perhaps
the solution would be to swop jobs for
a week or two-farmers and watersiders,
teachers and miners, carpenters andclerks. The loss in efficiency would be
made up in less time than we probably
suppose. In any case it would be worth
while losing a little to get ourselves be-
lieved. At present nobody believes any-
body-and the Berts are troubled.

FOR CHRISTMAS
Twelve GradedPlays (with music),
By JOYE TAYLOR,

incorporating "The B0sun Bird"
Chorus and eleven songs suitable for
grown-upSand children Also includes
useful hints for Christmas perform-
ances: On sale at all Bookshops, or
wholesale from the Publishers, H H
Tombs Ltd,, Wingfield Street, Well-
ington.

AN ATLAS
that talks

Discovernewfieldsofentertainment
withColumbus
shortwave
listening
Whatwill be your target for to-
night London,San Francisco,
Moscow? ThereS a whole atlasof
countries waiting to talk to you
and entertainycu with theworld's
top-flight talent:

Shortwave listening the new way
with Columbus Calibrated

Bandspread tuning gives you
those stations as quickly and as
CERTAINLY as on broadcast No
guessing,nofiddling,no re -tuning:

And Calibrated Bandspread Tun-
ing is just ONE of the featuresthatmake ColumbusRadio a last
ing delight to those who like fine
things:

SHORTWAVESTATIONS NOW 25 TIMES FURTHER APART
Oncrthodox radiosanyshortwave- oRTHodox PIAL
band occupies just a fraction of
an inch: Columbus spreads each
band to 6 inches: Shortwave
stations are further apart than C0LuMBU$ D!AL
broadcast_~and easier to tune!
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