
WOMEN OF
POLAND
ington the other day, Countess
Maria Wodzicka, wife of the Polish
Censul-General, gave some interest-
ing sidelights on the position and influ-
ence of women in pre-war Poland,
After the last war, she said, Poland
was faced with an enormous task of
reconstruction. "The Polish women, to
whom our Constitution of 1921 grantedfull political rights and opened all doors
of educational work and position, took
full part in this huge .workshop of
national reconstruction." The Poles had
to build new lines of communication, to
raise industry and agriculture, to build
hospitals, to create their own laws and
to introduce into the country a number
of social reforms. In 1919 they intro-
duced a social security scheme, together
with an eight-hour working day.
The Countess went on, "I don’t thinkI ever met in Poland any prejudice
against a woman filling any type of
position whatever, because she was a
woman. The result was that in every
branch of work she held high positions
quite often, which had excellent results,
because our brains and powers of
organisation are certainly no less than
men’s. I often think that we owe much
of the mess we are now in to men, and
that the world would look much betterif women had more hand in the build-
ing of this famous new world order,

I the course of an address in Well-

"It's Different in France"
"Do you know that in France to this
day, a woman has no right to vote, no
tight to handle her business matters;
she can’t open an account in the bank
without the permission of her official
guardian (husband, father, or whatever
he may be). If she is a rich girl and~
there does not exist a special clause in
the marriage contract, she has to ask
her husband for every penny of her
own money, even to buy rouge or silk
stockings. I learned this when I was in
Paris during the war, for I was most
indignant to find that when I wanted to
open an account in a bank, I could not
do this without a permit from my hus-
band. Though we are excellent friends,
my sense of independence was outraged,
and I decided to keep my money in my
pocket and not open an account.
"We have many remarkable women in
music, art, and science in Poland, but
the woman who made all the women
of the civilised world proud of their
womanhood was a daughter of my
country, Marie Curie-Sklodowska.
"The achievement of which we were
most proud in Poland was the building-
up of our education. In 1918 we started
with an appalling percentage of illiter-
ates, specially in the part of Poland
which was under Russian occupation,
where 81 per cent of the children were
illiterate. We had no trained teachers or
Polish text-books. We made a tremend-
ous effort to organise education for
5,000,000 children. We opened about
23,000 new schools, and had to build
about 10,000 new buildings to do this.
We trained about 70,000 teachers.
Besides this, we had to cope with a
yearly increase amounting to half a
million children."

This Christmas GIVE

NEW BOOKS
~all recently issued!
WHIMWHAM 1943Selection
A collection of "Whim Wham's" satire and wit from "The Listener:I You should
certainly get 0 copy for Christmas: 3/6
SOVIETSTRENGTH ItsSourceandChallenge,

bytheDeanofCanterburyThis is 0 new book by the fearless author of "The Socialist Sixth of the World embodyingthe moral secret of Soviet strength Christianity in action science in Soviet 'life
Russia's natural resources harnessing solar power civic growth childhood
manhood womanhood nationhood roads to health; culture, liberty,morality, religion the men who didit the challenge this England Europeto-day the Englandof to-morrow themiddleclass, on which side? 2/6who shall lead to the New England?

WOMENON THE HOME FRONT, by ChristinaKGuyThebook every mother_~and father, too ~should read. Foreword by Hon. A 4. Nordmeyer.Anunanswerable case for Government domestic and nursing help in the home_and for proper
trainingofgirls takinguP this profession. The book supported by women'sorganisations in New Zealand,with opinionsofprominentNew Zealanders ineverywalkof life.2/-
POEMS,byAllen Curnow
Delightful compositions published in England and U.S.A togetherwith the famous 6/6Tasman Ter-centenary poem and hitherto unpublished poems:

SHAPING THEFUTURE
By J B. S. Haldane, Dr. C E. M Joad the Lord Bishop of Birmingham, Professor H:
Laski,VeraBrittain,Commander SaKing-Halland six other prominentworld figures. 2/:A wonderfully inspiring work:

MAORI PROBLEMSTO-DAY by R L.MeekA modern survey of Maori problems how the Maori lives his work his
housing conditions just the questions you've asked and the answers. 2/-
OUTLAWSPROGRESS ,byR M: BurdonAn exciting tale of adventure and tragedy in the New Zealand countryside~a
poignant story that will grip you with its dramatic interpretation: 2/6
LENDMEYOUREARS,byProfessor F Sinclaire
Literaryessayswith 0 subtle touch of humour by the outstanding essayist of New
Zealand: 5/-
THEWAITINGHILLS,byM:HHolcroftThe acting-editorof the "Southland Times" and CentennialEssay prizewinner presents another
outstanding workwhich, in the wordsof "The Listener; establishes him as New
Zealand' $ only literaryPhilosopher. 9/6
NEW ZEALANDNEWWRITING,No.2

Edited by Professor Ia Gordon. New Zealand writersat their besta 2/-
A NATIONALHEALTHSERVICE
By eight prominent New Zealand medical practitioners. What 0 planned health
service should provide. An important book: 2/6
THEWILLINGHORSE By Isobel Andrews. A prize-winning one-act play with an all-women cast: 2/6
TWELVEECHOESFROMFRANCE PoemsinFrenchwithEnglish 4/6translationbyA:J.D.Barker
MEDICAL ADVICE FROM A BACK-
BLOCKSHOSPITAL,by Dr.G.M Smith CUT Out ThISA cheap edition op 0 best-seller: Entertaining, instructive
reading: 3/- LIST FoRREFERENCEON SALE AT ALL BOOKSHOPS.
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