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Life on the Land

N an article in this issue the

Director of Canterbury Agri-

cultural College (Professor E.
R. Hudson) not merely suggests,
but says plainly, that New Zealand
will slip socially and culturally if
it detaches itself from the land. He
does not of course say, or even
suggest, that this has happened
already. Far less does he say that
those now on the land are not
making a good use of it. His argu-
ment is that the rest of us are not
making the farmer’s life as rich
and full as it ought to be, that the
good life is not the same thing at
all as the economically successful
life, and that no country can re-
main healthy unless a considerable
proportion of its people live and
work among living things. It is hot
a new theory or a revolutionary
one, but he is right in saying that
it is not as widely accepted as it
must be if we are to avoid “physi-
cal, mental, and spiritual malad-
justment.” We are in fact malad-
justed already, though not yet
hopelessly so, and Professor Hud-
son’s remedy for this is (1) to
make it easier for able young men
to get on the land and (2) to make
life more satisfying for them when
they have succeeded in establish-
ing themselves, A man may of
‘course live and work in the country
without being a farmer: many
men do, and some must. It would
be ridiculous to draw a line be-
tween those who till the soil and
those who work for them-—doc-
tors, teachers, storekeepers, and
- tradesmen. Professor Hudson does
not do that. He does the very
opposite of it—asks that more
people of all kinds should live in
the country. But he asks also that
they should be satisfied people—
people whose lives are made men-
tally interesting and emotionally
wholesome and clean; and he
knows that it is a big and difficult
tequest. But he argues that any
other line of development will
bring greater difficulties still;
stresses and strains which will dis-

tort and exhaust wus. '

LETTERS FROM LISTENERS

AMERICAN-ENGLISH

Sir,—I .confess I haven't so much
nautical knowledge as “Spitfire.” As to
the origin of the word schooner I take
my auchority from H. L. Mencken, a
name to conjure with in the philological
field. It is true that many archaisms
remain in American speech—but to say
tiat it has remained stationary is surely
the language of hyperbole or malice. In

; this matter we have to be fair and ob-

jective. T'o-day, no language in the worid
has the same power to coin fresh words,
words that fit the subject to an uncanay
nicety: bell-hop, subsister, glad hand,
lounge lizard, stuffed shirt, go-getter.
“Spitfire” admits that trenchant phrases
or words are introduced into the Ameri-
can tongue from foreign sources and
English dialects. Why, then, have we
English not made more use of our own
expressive dialects? Surely it is a failing
when among the multitude of good dia-
lects used in England only Oxford Eng-
lish is considered authentic, and a man
speaking a dialect is considered illiterate.
That is the point I wish to stress: that
American is essentially a people’s speech,
in which sleng and idiom are not only
permitted but encouraged. When the
desire 1o experiment ceases, our langu-
age is on the down-grade. For that reason
we are glad to borrow---and do borrow
freely~—from the vigorous American
speech.—KAY (Auckland).

FIRST WOMAN DOCTOR

Sir—In a Winter Course Talk from
4YA on September 28 I inadvertently
made an incorre¢t statement. I said

that the first woman in New Zealand. to
graduate in medicine was Dr. Margaret
Cruickshank. I have learned since that

Soapsudden

By WHIM-WHAM

[Auckland consumers some time ago
rushed -all available supplies of cos-
metics and soap, and the New Zealand
Herald now reports that a similar
rush is being made to secure supplies
of butter. One elderly Auckland woman
bought sufficient soap to last her for
20 years. Another now hss 35 pounds
of butter stored away.——News item.]

(“OME Weal, come Woe, new Orders
-~ or new Wars,
Come Peace with Plenty, Famine or

Disease;

Come Cakes and Ale, or Cruss and
Apple-cores;

Let Multitudes go warmly clad, or
freeze,

Know Health and Merriment, or Blood
and Tears—

I have suflicient Soap for Twenty
Years!

HOW shrewdly I anticipate the Time

When Soap will seem a rare and
precious Thing;

My Neighbours will retain their natural
Grime,

Thair‘ frowsy Frames no longer lather.

ng—

While I, well soaped and scrubbed from
Head to Toe,

Shall shine among them like the Driven
Snow,’

H, Some in Cigarettes lay up their

T'reasure,

That turns to Ashes
Smoke;

In Hoards of Tea or Sugar Some take
Plaasure;

Some go without, and ftreat it as &
Joke;

{ smile upon such trivial Fear and Hope,

Rejoicing in Sufliciency of Soap!

’or goes up in

. their
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BBC Shortwave News

7'HE BBC will be altering the times R
of its shortwave news broadcasts
this week, and though there will be no
change in the times at which recordings
are re-broadcast by the New Zesaland
stations, we print below the times that
will be adopted as from Sunday, October
17, in the Pacific Service:
News: 6.0-—6.15 p.m..
War Review: 6.15—6.25 p.m. (Tues-
day, Thursday, Friday, Saturday). H

Newsreel: 7.0-~7.25 p.m.
Headline News and Views: 8.0—
8.15 p.m,

Headline News: 9.43—9.48 p.m.

The chiof effect of these changes for
those who listen-in to the Pacific Service

l direct, is that the Newsree! has moved I
from 8.0 pm. to 7.0 p.m., and the

Headline News (formerly at 7.30 pm.)

will now be heard at 8.0 p.m.

e —

Dr. Siedeberg-McKinnon (nee Emilie
Siedeberg), was not only the first to
practise, as I stated, but also the first
to graduate. I should be glad if the letter
making this correction could appear in
your columns,

VIDA M. BARRON (Dunedin).

FILM CRITICISM

Sir,—The earliest thrilling serials—
with the heroine snatched away in the
nick of time from the circular saw or
on-coming  train——instructed us that
ladies are never cut in half or run over.
That was untrue. Ladies are quite fre-
quently. And what is worse, they are
even blown up these days. But constant
movie-going has left us quite unable to
appreciate this. Mass film propaganda
has done its work, and we believe that
the worst can never really happen to us,
for, of course, we always identify our-
selves with the hero or heroine. If the
movies wish to be taken seriously, must
they not recognise their responsibilities—
must they not realise that it is iniquitous
to continue doling out this coma-produ-
cing dish-wash? It is their falsification of
the facts of human life that causes
“G.M.” to protest against their immor-~
ality. Don’t get me wrong; I don’t mean
their frankest presentation of the human
form, but rather the clever way in which
they evade discussion of every burning
question when they could so easily pro-
vide us with stimulating food for
thought.

ROY A. EVANS (Christchurch).

CAVE CANEM

Sir,~—“Beware! I may sing.” The re-
cent article on war songs shows the Brit-
ish to be inexpert braggarts. It is not
metier, Wickham Steed was
approached recently on this matter by
outsiders, puzzled that the British Home
Front should be
while their troops were enacting
wonders that caused the Germans to
acclaim them the finest fighters in the
world, our valiant Russian friends not
excepted. In a recent talk, McDonald
Hastings gave the text of the song “Don't
Let’s be Beastly to the Germans.” The
joke (if any), was that while the BBC
was putting Noel Coward’s. classic over
the air, J. B. Priestley was telling the
world that it was not the German
people who were responsible for the
war, but another crowd with the same
name.

E. A. W. SMITH (Christchurch).

Wilfrid Owen Ltd.,

Manufacturers, 104
Victoria Street. Christchurch

~free  detatls.

MAKE MONEY AT HOME each week DY
making slinple wooden toys, We 8how you
now gnd buy, your work. Write now for
MacMasters’ Toy Supply,

's0  undemonstrative |

Box 183, WANGANUIL

HEADAGHE GONE!

In a few minutes NYAL ESTERIN ends
nervous headaches and distress that so often
follow high pressure of work, Nyal Esterin
contains ingredients prescribed by the
medical profession, PLUS Esterin Come-
pound which acts directly on disturbed .
nerve centres. Take two Nyal Esterin
Tablets with a glass of water. In thiee to
five minutes your headaches disappears.
For slecplessness, ncuralgia, toothache,
rheumatic and all nerve pains, take NYAL -
ESTERIN. 24 tablets 1/7, 50 tablets 2/8,
Sold by chemists everywhere, i

YAL ESTERIN

R E LI EV ES P ALl N
Manulgctured vy vya troduets  uvisjon of
Frederick "Stearns & Co. {N.Z ) Lid. 58

Albert Streef. Aucklana



