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Music and
Racehorses

. E print to-day a belated re-
\“X' ; port of some remarks by
) the Polish pianist Friedman
on the state of music in Australia.
We print them partly because it
is stimulating to see one man draw-
ing his sword against a whole con-
tinent; and partly because it is in-
teresting to see a man of Fried-
man’s intelligence arguing that if
a country has money for sport it
has money for music. It would be
‘as useful to argue that if a boy has
a penny for an ice-cream he has
one for the mission box. Of course
he has if he chooses to give it and
forgo the cream; but if his penny
is the reward of sacrifice or effort
he will earn 20 for ices before he
earns one for the starving Indians.
No country starves musicians be-
cause it can’t afford to pay them.
It starves them, or lets them starve
themselves, because they do not
offer it anything that it consciously
and strongly wants, There is even
a sense in which it is almost a sign
of health when a young country
_refuses to set artists apart to pro-
duce or dream for them. It is rough
on the artists, as it is rough on the
starving Indians when small boys
refuse to run errands to earn pen-
nies for the mission box; but the
boy who is more interested in good
works than in good ice-cream is
not exactly the kind of boy the
average man would like for a son.
Artists must of course live, and
they will live more comfortably
and more usefully if society gives
them a fair deal—work to do, and
a reasonable reward., It could in
fact be argued that no society is
civilised that does not treat them
generously. But civilisation is a
question of degree and music of
taste, and if Australians loved
music as ardently as they love
racing, horse-boxes and piano-
cases would come out of ships’
holds together. In fact, far more
pianos than horses come out, be-
cause Australians breed their own
horses, but it is not quite clear that
Friedman wants them to breed
their own musicians. He certainly
does not want them to wait until a

musician arrives in the fullness of

time.

LETTERS FROM LISTENERS

OPERA COMMENTARIES.

Sir,—It must be disheartening for a
writer of Opera Commentaries to have
his good work criticised, but 1 think the
point most of the critics have tried to
make has been overlooked by those who
have defended the system of present.
ing operas. My objection is that the com-
mentator intrudes too much. Would not
a short summary before each Act be suf-
ficient explanation to those who are not
familiar with the work? To the many
who know the operas it is extremsly an-
noying to have to strain to hear a song
behind the commentator’s voice. In this
way some of the most beautiful phrases
are lost, and even when the commenta-
tor has the air to himself his too fre-
quent interruptions shock the listener out
of his enjoyment of the music.

—G.C.- (Auckland).

CREEDS

Sir,—Yom correspondent “Nicene”
should not jump to hasty conclusions, I
am quite well acquainted with the
creeds (Athanasian, Nicene and
Apostles), but does *Nicene” imagine
that God did not exist until they were
formulated?

Also, I did not say that God was im-
prisoned in the creeds, but that all the
creeds (meaning the different denomina-
tions), contrived to imprison God in »
cage (or church). It matters very little
whether we call God a Force or a Per.
son. What does matter is the effect any
belief has on the lives of the people,

The spiritual guidance that is worth
anything is that ‘which teachea people
to stand squarely on their feet and take
the consequences of their own actions,
instead of asking why God allows a hill
which they themselves have created.

CML. (Christchurch).

NOT ENOUGH OF US,

Sir,~"P” (Christchurch) grasped the
point of my last letter so well that she
tried to sidetrack. Her statement that
after her second child arrives there shall
be no more seemed the main point of
her earlier letter. I would ask her hss
she ever done any of the farm work
mentioned in my last letter. Evidently
not, or she would not say a woman just
out of hospital ought to be able to do
it. If feeding a baby tires her, three to
four hours every day tramping round
hills behind horses, forking hay, and
pulling swedes, even through all the rain
and hail we had early in June, would
almost kill her. Secondly, I would like
to ask, has “P” ever seen a mother of
ten selfish? I've always found the
mothers of Jarge families jolly good
natured women, ready with sympathy
and help in any one else’s troubles, As
one of a family of 10 with all the men
folk either overseas or passed fit for
overseas, I cannot agree that families of
10 would be C3. On the contrary, the
one or two pampered children in a small
family are generally the ailing ones,

It would have been a poor look-out
for “P.” and everyone else in the British
Empire if all the women had said years
ago “After my second child errives
there shall not be any more”

ONE OF MANY (Putaruru),

Sir,—“Putaruru,” because she has the
maternal instinct and also apparently
the physical strength of two or three
normal women, is very intolerant to-
wards her less fortunate sisters, What a
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paradise this world would be for war-
mongers and money-bugs if all women
were like “Putaruru,” for large popu-
lations encourage exploitation which
ultimately ends in war or revolution. To
me life means. much more than a purely
animal-like existence of eating, breed-
ing, sleeping and housework. If women
really desire a world sufficiently decent
to bring children into they must demand
more creches, kindergarten schools, and
home-helps, which will give them time
to make their influence felt on commit-
tees, councils, and conferences dealing
with poverty, disease, war and world-
peace, all of which affect women and
children much more than they do men.
If we leave this world’s affairs in the
men’s hands, we will deserve a repeti-
tion of hell without end for ourselves
and our children. It lies in our hands.
We must not, “Putaruru,” leave it all to
God.—E.Y. (Patorua).

GIVE US THE BEST

Sir,—It is clear from the letters ap-
pearing in your paper that a consider-
able section of radio listeners are seri-
ously dissatisfied with the programmes
presented to them. Why not the best in
every class of entertainment? There is
plenty of it. We want more light or-
chestras, military bands, Gilbert and
Sullivan, good dance music and humour
of the delightful “Knitting,” “'Ole in
the Road.” and “Maud” type of thing.

One recent correspondent was em-
phatic: “If programmes put over by
some stations neglect public opinion,
then God help us.” I fully agree with
him, *but believe that thére are thou-
sands of people in New Zealand whe
share his disgust, and are hungry for
what E. G. Wade describes as “the glori-
ous, inspired music of the old masters.”
Possibly these people are in a minority,
but E. de Lacey opportunely reminds us
that “even a minority has a right to
consideration.”

It is sad that the good music we have
is often wasted because of some factor
in its presentation: for instance, the mid-
afternoon classical hour which so few
people are free to hear, and the ruina-
tion of the Sunday night opera by the
interpolation of a confidential voice
describing the plot! G.C. says that he
is “too irritated by the commentary ever
to be able to hear one right through,”
and he would like to hear other
listeners’ views. I can say that we have
quite given up the unequal contest,
although really enthusiastic lovers of
opera music.

It has been left to “Cornstalk” to
make an excellent suggestion, “Surely
there are enough music lovers in New
Zealand to organise 2 campaign for
better music and less rubbish from the
main stations.” Indeed there are. Can-
not we take up this constructive sugges-
tion and do something with it?P—N. M.
HUNTER-BROWN (Nelson).

POINTS FROM LETTERS

“Old Bandsman’ (Napler), says in caply to
“Hana Sach” that it is not a question of fav-
ouring one noise agminat another. He “con-
demns all noives.”

ANEBWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS
@ 59 (Blackwater) . —No information but
“Mogacycle” (Christchurch.—You are con-
fusing size of pade with size of issue. We wish
you were right,

IF YOU MAKE THE
DANDRUFF SIGN-

Whenever you seratch your head, you
tell the world, ‘I've got dandruff.’
Dandruff makes hair go brittle and fall
out, leaving bald patches. MAKE THIS
TEST: scratch your scalp, then look
under your nail. A greyish deposit
indicates oily dandruff. If you see white
flakes in your hair and on your clothes,
yours is dry dandruff. Get at the cause
with Silvikrin, From all chemists, hair-
dressers and stores,

For SLIGHT DANDRUFF—hair beginning
to full, apply Silvikrin Lotion — keeps
-normal hair both healthy and tidy, Prics
3/5 & 6/-.

For SEVERE DANDRUFF—serious falling
hair — apply Pure Silvikrin, the concene
trated Hair Food. Price 8/3 per bottls.

Drugs Ltd., Sydney Road,
London, N.10.

Silvikrin
FOR THE HAIR

NZ13
MAKE WMONEY AT HOME cach woek by
mRking simpie wooden toys. We show you
?ow m:id h}zl.v allM\'UH"'- work'. \\#‘Ite now fop
‘ree etalls -MacMasters o Suppl

Box 183, WANGANUI. Y SueRln,

BLONDE K
discovers amazing SECRET

For a long time her hair had been going darker,
Its distinctive blonde beauty was fading,

‘Then 'she started to wash her hair at home. And
discovered this amazing secret. . . that Sta-blond
can bring back that lovely lighter’ colout to
faded fair bair. It succeeds—si becwise
it is made specially for blondes.

You, too, can give back to your halr its lost
golden besuty. For Swa-blond can prevent

TN STA BLOND

ening and keep it
shining and lustrous.
.9 3 THE BLONDES UWN SHAMI 20
FREE: , .nun o niw
ally for Bloades. Write 1o Fassett

Hair Styles specie
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Ltd., Dept L.3. Manners St. Waellingtoa,
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