(Continued from previous page)

above all, the real driving force behind
the Socialist movement is and must be

ethical and not economic. Hence the
Common Woealth slogan, “What is
morally wrong cannot be politically

right"-—a clumsy slogan, but one with

some appeal.

Grafted on to this is a rather indeter-
minate immediate policy, which at times
seems ta promise everything to every-
body. Common Wealth proposes to nat-
ionalise all the means of production, but
it is also ready to pay compensation—
full compensatiocn to small property-
owners, fractional compensation to big
ones. It will stop exploiting the Empire,
but will preserve the English standard
of hiving. It wil! deal firmly with its
opponents, but will permit freedom of
speech, It will be anti-military, but will
encourage patriotism. It will co-operate
with anyone whose aims are reasonably
similar.

In all this, no doubt, there is an
element of Utopianism. But this much
can be said: if common ownership is ever
established in DBritain, it will be by a
party of approximately the kind that
Acland is striving for, and not of the
continental Marxist type.

\\!HETHER Sir Richard Acland will

be the ultimate leader of that party
is a different question. He himself says
that he does not want to; he wmerely
wants to bring a larger movement into
being. His opponents, on the other hand,
accuse him of a ‘“fuehrer complex” and
declare that if Common Wealth seemed
likely to be swamped by a really nation-
wide movement, Acland would walk out
of it sooner than play second fiddle.

This judgment is probably coloured
by jealousy. It is, in fact, not easy to
imagine Acland as a political figure of
the very first rank, either for good or
evil. He has the single-mindedness of a
dictator, but not the vulgarity, perhaps
not even the toughness. More plausibly,
his opponents say that Common Wealth
is merely a product of the electoral truce
and will wither away as soon as the
Labour Party is free to campaign again.
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'\’[EANWHILE Common Wealth fights

by-elections all over Great Britain
and wing a surprising number of votes.
It may finally break, as all radical move-
ments hitherto have broken, on the rock
of the trade unions. Acland claims, and
can produce figures to support him, that
he has a strong following in the armed
forces and is gaining ground in the fac-
tories in spite of Communist opposition.

Clues Down

Stops for positions.
2. Gathered along one edge.
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3. Use a rag mop (anag.).

4, Sea nymph.

5. Hitler promises Europe a new one.
6. Some day (anag.).

9. Sat on giant (anag.).

11, Oh! a pram conceals a Greek vesral,
13, Of the hip.

14, Speed.

16. Dance.

17. A suitable craft for Cathy,
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Auckland, Wellington, Christghurih,
Dunedin, Neison, Timaru, Damarw,
invercargitl, Palmeraton North.
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Ramparts of
Production

~_ New Zealand’s great enterprise in developing hydro-electrie i
works has proved an invaluable war-time asset. These modern -
power-producing plants are ramparts of our war industies,
== By wisely investing the funds paid in by its members, the AM.P,

= Society has helped very substantially in providing the finance
that has made possible the development of hydro—electric
schemes and other public works. -

The A.M.P. Society takes a natural pride in the fact that, over
the years, its members (who own it) have so built up its strength
that it now has nearly £15,000,000 invested in New Zealand
National and Local Government Loans. In addition it has placed
¢+ at the Government's disposal for War purposes nearly Three
t Million pounds in New Zealand. The Society has now lent over
£51,000,000 to the Australian and New Zealand Govemmems and
is adding to this total about £500,000 every month,

B.M . PsocieTy

“A sure friend In uncertain times ™
THE_ LARGEST MUTUAL LIFE OFFICE IN THE EMPIRR

Escablished |B49, { Incorporated in Australia) Head Office for N.Z,g
CUSTOMHOUSE QUAY, WELLINGTON, W, T. IKIN, Manager for New Zealand,
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