
Homecoming
HESE boys are back, and one more worry over
With brothers, sons and ‘lovers safe at home;
Yet there are those who henceforth and for ever
Must wait for footsteps that will never come.
ys, some there are who went away as proudlyWhom bitier times did not so kindly guard;
And Though its voice is never raised as loudly
We know that there is bitterness as well as pride.
O now, though banners wave in acclamationFor those who fought and won, is it not apt
To shed our tears in lamentation
Of those whom tears no longer can corrupt?
OR wears, like life, have double-sided ledgers,
And neither joy nor grief can stand alone;
And heroes dead are heroes still, and brothers
Are brothers yet, though tears alone remain.

-A.V. (12-7-'43).

TWENTY HOURS IN A TRAIN
-And a Steam-heated Welcome
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can carry them for 20 hours

on a long and uncomfortable train
journey, but they won’t grumble:
they’re so glad to be home again.

I. came to Auckland through Monday
night and all day Tuesday in the train
with men of the 2nd N.Z.E.F. Maybe
you’d think there would be a lot of
noise, card-playing, drinking, loud
laughter and story-telling. No. The men
were quiet. No rowdyism, not much
excitement: just -Auckland men sitting
back waiting-to get to Auckland.
Here are some impressions:
: * * *
WELLINGTON, Monday morning:Auckland men clambering out of
port-holes to getashore— officers shut
their eyes-to walk on Wellington pave-
ments, to look in Wellington shops, to
visit friends, in short, to be back in New
Zealand as quickly as possible, in spite
of the order to stay on board until the
time for their particular train to leave.I followed them about the Wellington
streets. Here was one small chap rushing
straight from the ship into a florist’s
shop. He came out with a bouquet of
daffodils. Five hours later I saw him
again, He was still clutching his bouquet
of daffodils, but in the meantime, he
had been to a few other places, and was
not rushing about so fast. Again, much
later, much wearier, much colder, I saw
him on the Palmerston North station-
still clutching his daffodils. And, at
last, on Tuesday evening, there he was
in the bright glare on the Auckland
station: I lost him in the crowd as he
disappeared with his daffodils. I wonder
whose daffodils they are now?* * *
ES, at Paekakariki the boys could
buy tea, etc. But at Palmerston
North the buffet was closed. So one of
the welfare organisations will be on
deck with hot drinks and sandwiches, I
thought. Sure enough there were three
women handing out tea.
"What organisation do you belong
to?" I asked them. "We don’t belong to
any," they said, "We just thought we'd
do what we could do for these boys."
They were the proprietors of a small
restaurant in the town.* rok *
DAYLIGHT, Tuesday: Here and‘there a group of people on a
veranda, waving a welcome. Later, a

whole playground full of school children
cheering themselves hoarse and. jumping
with excitement.
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Ahead of me there was a man who
seemed to grow more silent and more
solemn as we travelled north. I watched
him. I wouldn’t say he was exactly
worried, but he was nervous and on his
toes. He got up and sat down again. Put
his things together and put them away
again. His station came after Ohakune
(tea, coffee, pies, sandwiches). He got out
on to a crowded platform, and I stood
near him. He looked slowly and metho-
dically through the crowd; and then
again, The train was just going and I
was climbing aboard.
"You looking for someone?" I asked.
"Well, I rather thought my wife might
meet me," he said.
I got on the train, and he was still
looking as we drew out.

* * *
NTO Auckland, evening: Yes, the men
were on their toes all right. Suddenly,
a piercing shriek. And then, all through
the station yards, on every line,
engines big and engines little took up
the tune, hoot-hoot, whistle-whistle, full
steam up, valves full open, the greatest
noise you ever heard in your life-a_
steam-heated welcome from Auckland’s
engines to Auckland’s heroes.
And then — Auckland’s men and
women welcoming their sons and ‘hus-
bands and brothers and sweethearts
back home. A great welcome.
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tunningarvHelp restore natural
colour beauty with
Primrose revitalising
hair tonic. Not 0
dye absorbed in thehair shaft: 3/9bottle_ From
W 00 Iworths Or
toiletry counters_
PrimrosePty=779ColomboSt: Ch.Ch

PRIMROSEHAIR DRESSING

Boots,Boots,Boots
Keep our fighting men on the march.
Release leather, thread, eyelets and nails
for our armed forces by keeping Your
presentfootwearinservice: "NUGGET"
willhelp:
Keep footwearserviceable as well
as smart by using NUGGET0 Acao
regularly. Remembernew footwear Registered [RADEMAar

requires coupons, chat Is why old BLACKateRPROOFFreeFrOMACIOFe FNCSTfootwear requires NUGGET BOOT POLISHANd
LeatheR preseavativt
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HEADAchE GONE
Why let headaches spoil your enjoyment?That depressing, throbbing headache can
be relieved quicky and safely with NYAL
ESTERIN. NYAL ESTERIN contains
Esterin Compound, the safe sedative which
acts directly on disturbed nerve centres that
cause pain. Esterin soothes and relaxes the
nerves and brings quick relief from pain.
Get immediate relief from headaches, tooth-
ache, neuralgia, cheumatic and nervepainsby
taking NYAL ESTERIN. 24 tablets 1/7,
50 tablets2/8. Soldby chemistseverywhere.

NYAL ESTERIN
R EL|& V6$ PA|N
Nyal Co., Albert Street Auckland:

SILVERGLO
PLATEPOWDERFORA
GsilliuntPolsh

SILVERGloPeate
Polishin@ PowdeR
AnexcellentPlatepowderforclean-
ing and polishing: Can beused onmost delicate silverware without
harmful scratches. Cleans and
polishesin oneoperation: Idealfor
electroplate,glassware, silverware;
jewellery,chromium,stainlesssteel,mirrorsandwindows.
Removes tarnish and eg8 stains
from silverware without pitting
andwearingthesilver:
At all grocersand stores
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LustRoUSDENTURES
ThiS SAFE, SURE WAY/

How ugly yellow-stained dentures at least twenty minutes while you
lookl Your whole appearance is dress. When you take it out itwillbe
ruined by this carelessness and fresh, clean, sparkling:
to-dayit'$ SO unnecessary. STERADENT IS NON-POIS-
There is no cxcusc for allowing ONOUS AND NoT HARMFUL
stains to develop on false teeth: IN ANY WaY: Start using
Steradent was spescially invented to Steradent overnight:remove such stains. It was made to
do just this onc thing and to do it
better than anything else: SteradentThis is all you have to do to make 06
a stained and discoloured denture cleansandsterilizesfalseteethsparkling white once more ~simply
place ic in Steradent overnight Or for Made by St43
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