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Excuses Are Not

Reasons

T is neither surprising nor dis-
I turbing that some of the pro-

pagandists for the Liberty Loan
have been pushing it with the
wrong reasons. That was bound to
happen. Some people support the
war with the wrong reasons. Some
give the wrong reasons why we
should keep on the straight and
narrow path. But that is not a
reason why we should leave the
path; neither a reason nor a plaus-
ibe excuse. Nor is the fact that
some advocates of the Loan talk
nonsense a reason why the Loan
itself can be forgotten. It means
simply that sales talk on a national
scale is apt to wander from wis-
dom and truth. There are never
enough people anywhere to bring
all the reluctant pounds out of our
pockets without a little violence
and deceit. But who are the real
deceivers—those who are giving us
the wrong reasons why we should
subscribe or those who are twist-
ing those reasons into an excuse
for giving nothing? Most of those
ardent propagandists believe the
foolish things they say. None of
those who listen to them believe

that it makes no difference whether:

they subscribe or do not. The more
clearly they see the absurdity of
the “bonds for bombers” argument,
say, the more clearly they see what
the true argument is; and detect
also the half truth even in that
short-circuited appeal to the emo-
tions. They can’t help seeing it. For
however easy it normally is to find
an excuse for selfishness, it is be-
yond the wit of anybody at present
to think why he should not contri-
bute if he can live on less than he
earns. So the bad reasons occasion-
ally given just do not matter. They
are not even an excuse for shoot-
ing the pianist when he is plainly
doing his best. If there is any shoot-
ing to be done the targets should
be those of us who know how the
music goes and who run away in
case it moves us.
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LETTERS FROM LISTENERS

APPEAL TO WOMEN

Sir,—May I express my appreciation
of your editorial “An Appeal to
Women,” whiclh appears in the latest
issue of The Listener? At the same
time, however, I venture to suggest that
everyone has to “face the music,” as the
following extract from a letter recently
received from a one-time headmaster of
one of our secondary schools, now prin-
cipal of a college in Wales, points out:
“The fact is,” he writes, “that the world
is in a terrible mess, and we are going
to need every possible man to secure
the future, There is abroad a very shal.
low interpretation of the issues of our
age. The real fact is that there is a
revolt all over the world against the
principles of our Christian civilisation,
and Germany being what it is, has
broken out first, and worse of all, but
don't make any mistake about it, it is
everywhere. It is in this country (Great
Britain), and in New Zealand: the
growth  of  irrationalism, irreligion,
immorality, and all sorts of subversive
ideas. All I want people to do is to
have the courage to think and not be-
come sheep led by the nose by the
shallowest propagandsa.”

I consider this a very excellent
summary of our present trouble, especi-
ally in the light of Archdeacon Bullock’s
address broadcast from St. Peter’s
Church this evening, and it gives us a
very clear idea of what we have to fight
against at home as well as at the front.

M.G. (Marton)

NEW ZEALAND OR OTAGO?

Sir,—I read with interest the views
of Dr. J. N. Findlay, of South Africa,
and as Dunedin is my hometown, I feel
I can agree with him—but only as far as
Dunedin is concerned. I may be wrong;
but to me it seems very obvious that
Dr. Findlay is living in Dunedin, has
not spent very much time anywhere in
New Zealand other than in Dunedin,
and is making the mistake of judging
all New Zealanders by the southern
standard. After living a few years only
in the northern cities and districts, I
have come to realise, and quite rightly,
I think, too, that the average New Zea-
lander in the north has a very different
outlook, and displays decidedly different
characteristics, from the southerner from
Dunedin in particular. So perhaps Dr.
Findlay is hardly yet qualified to offer
criticism of the general characteristics
of New Zealanders: and perhaps also
Dunedin is seeing herself as others sce
her—OTAGO (Lower Hutt).

NOT ENOUGH OF US

Sir,—No, there aren’t enough of us,
but how can there be with prices as
they are, and help too hard or too ex-
pensive for the average mother to
obtain? And what about when the
mother comes out of the home—on the
twelfth day now-—and has no help of
any kind? There’s hardly anything more
tiring than feeding a baby. A cow in &
paddock rests and eats all the time it
is making milk. What can the average
mother do? A new-born baby takes a lot
of time up. But that’s’ nothing. There's
the house, not modern, there’s the hus.
band, not always amenable; there's young
three and a-half to be kept off the road,

There’s & garden .calling out for atten-
tion—the husband hasn’t as much time
now with Home Guard. And above all,
there's the fact that there’s not much
left out of £5/10/ after 37/6 a week
has gone out for rent and insurances
started in better times, and that must be
kept up, and for food, clothing and
education for four people,

Anyway, it's easy enough for a man,
M.P. or not, to condemn birth-control;
let him go through the first three months
after conception and see how he likes
it. Mrs. J. Pearce certainly has said the
right things in the right way.

My own second child arrives soon—
not a mistake—but it is certainly going
to be my last. Where would be the
money for a third? Even now there
arises before me the spectre of good
education — not every child can get
scholarships.—P. (Christchurch),

DIVERSITY OF TASTES

Sir,—It has long caused me amuse-
ment to observe how persons with griev-
ances consider that their views on the
subject are shared by the bulk of the
people. These persons further seem to
consider that they and 99 per cent of
the community are being victimised by
the tastes of a few influential specialists.
This is particularly noticeable with
regard to radio programmes. I, too, on
many occasions, have almost fallen into
the trap, but prudence and reflection
have each time convinced me that the
effect of such letters on the administra-
tors is, rightly, negligible. In due course.
I found that a little exploration,
admittedly coupled sometimes with much
patience, endurance and tuning, would
bring me the programme I sought. Fur-
ther, I found halcyon periods with the
radio turned off. This does not infer
that the radio arrangements in New Zea.
land have reached ultimate perfection,
but merely that tolerance is called for
rather than facile letter-writing. So long
as there is human nature, there will be
injustice and diversity of opinion, Even
with a population as small as ours, every
taste can not be catered for at once.

UNPREJUDICED (Epsom).

BEFORE THE NEWS
Sir,—Would it be possible to vary the
music before and after the recordings
of the news? The persistent band tunes
become rather monotonous when heard
so many times a day.-—“NEWS LIS-
TENER” (Hawke’s Bay).

POINTS FROM LETTERS

YR Flat (Titirangi), found relief in the
Session for Women (June 16) from *one of
the most slicky, murky, nor’-easterlies Auck-
land has had for a long time,” and asks why
‘“no one ever seems to go around ‘skiting’ that
he can't bear, in literature, anything higher
than books of Standard 1.”

““Straight Drinker” (Dunedin). “Another
Hopeful” (Wellington), “Music Lover” (Well-
ington), and $5.G. (Christchurch), write in

support of the protest of earlier correspondents
against the way in which words and music
are combined in “Music from the Theatre."”
“Interested Li, " (Claud da), would
like the opportunity to congratulate Mrs.
Dennistoun Wood on a recent ¢camp concert,
and regrets that listeners did not get the whole
concert.
R, G. Smith (Christchurch), would like
“more of that Maori music which we all,
Pakeha and -Maorl, love so much.”

ANSWER TO CORRESPONDENT
M.B.S. (Wellington): No,

ACTIVE
SERVICE .

lhousands wupon thousands of
Radiotron Valves ave on “Active
Service” In the various war zones—
on the land, in the air, on the see.
and under the sen.

To keep up with this enormous war
demand, only a tew Rodiotrons cen
be released for civillan use.

But the few thaet are availobie ore
well  worth seeking — Radiotros
Yaives have such o long life.

Rudopon

the LONG-LIFE VALVE

MN.i. Distributers;
THF NATIONAL ELECTRICAL AND
ENGINEERING CO. LTD.

Brarches sll Main Centres

MAKE MONEY AT HOME each week by
nidkig sitmple woouden toys. We show you
tow and buy all ¥your work. Write now foy
free  details.—MacMasters’ Toy Supply,

Box 183, WANGANUI.

- “GLEAMING
KITCHENWARE

A cleaner that chases gircase anid dirt
trony kitchens and bathrooms — teaves

Cr them gieatming.



