Stuictly Fersonal

QUR hair—eyes—complexion

—determine the style of your
make-up. Since no two women
are alike, everyone needs an in-
dividual prescription for loveliness.
Several inspired shades of Mon-
terey face powder provide you with
a scope for choice which features a
truly personalized make-up.

For your personal cosmetic blend chart
clip this advertisement and post to the
manutacturers——

WILFRED OWEN LTD. Christchurch.

N.2.L.-A43

MAKE MONEY AT HOME each.week by
making sitmple wooden toys. \We show you
Liow und buy gl) your work., wWrite now fop
free  dets{ls.— MacMasters® Toy Supply,
Box 183, WANGANUI.

IMPORTANT
NOTICE!

NEW DMIXING INSTRUCTIONS FOR
FAMOUS HEALTH REMEDY

The manufacturers of R.J.R. wish to
advire that owing to a shortage of corks
and botiles duc to the war the ingredients
which were originally in the small bottle
ingside cach packet are now mixed in one
of the paver bags,

Full directions
as 1o how to use
this are plainly
printed on the

~bag. R.U.R. is
still  the same
strength and
quality; the
mixing of those
ingredients in
the bag instead
of the small
pbottld does not
alter the stand.
ard or effective-
ness of the cone
tents in any
way.

v y Containing a
y it ) laxative liver
stimuiant, kidney cleanser, blood purifier
and acid corrective, R.U.R. has proved it-
self effeetive in relieving 13 out of 20 of
life’s cornmon ailments. When below par

.take RXTH. and Right You Arel A pro-
duct of R.UR. (N.Z.) Ltd, 141 Cashel
street, Christchurch. -7

Film Notes by G.M.

ABOUT THOMAS MITCHELL

that Thomas Mitchell was in the

cast, I went the other evening to a

suburban theatre to see a return
season of the Warner film Invifation to
a Murder, which I had missed on its first
release. What prompted this outburst of
energy in Mitchell’'s direction was a
letter I had had from a correspondent
(Avon G. Todd)
who, when writing
in commendation of
The Listener’s re- ’L :

I I‘OR almost no other reason than

r
[

views of Out of the
Fog and Moontide,

had expressed the
opinioa that Thomas
Maitchell is the
greatest actor in
Hollywood at the
present time, if not
the greatest since
Charlie Chaplin.

In  support of

that contention, Mr.
Todd listed the films
in which he saw
Mitchell in 1942
and in every one of

THOMAS MITCHELL
. « . the greatest since Chaplin?

world by committing a “socially useful”
murder. Though it is slightly spoiled at
the end by sentimentalism and the Hays
Office rule that murder must never be
justified and murderers must never go
unpunished (as a result of which the pro-
fessor decides to pay the penalty of the
Jlaw instead of availing himself -of
his bad heart to choose his own
moment of depart-
ure), this is a good
story, But what
makes Invitation to
a Murder really
noteworthy is Mit-
chell’s performance
in the central part,
with its blend of
scademic unworldli-
ness, philosophic
blandness, and
deadly purpose. That
sounds a difficult
mixture: Mitchell
makes it seem easy.

*® * »

HE question of
credit titles in
films—whether they

which he was “the
tops” - — Out of the
Fog, Invitation to a Murder, The Long
Voyage Home (as the fighting Irishman),
Joan of Paris (as the priest), Gone with
the Wind (as Scarlett’s father, Gerald

-O’Hara) and The Hurricane (rather an

old one, this). It is certainly an impres-
sive list of acting performances—some-
times more impressive than the pictures
themselves—and it becomes more im-
pressive when one adds Moontide at one
end, and Angels Over Broadway (as the
playwright), Lost Horizon, Stagecoach
(the whisky-soaked doctor) and Mr,
Smith Goes to Washington (the whisky-
soured newspaperman) at the other. I
don’t include Swiss Family Robinson and
it isn’t likely that Mitchell} would wish
his role of the rather priggishly pious
paterfamilias to be remembered, for his
own comment on the part was: “The way
he prayed every 30 minutes scared the
daylights out of me.”
% C % *
VHEN you look at that list you may
agree (as I am inclined to) with
Avon Todd's view that Mitchell’s con-
tribution to the art of screen acting has
been surpassed only by Chaplin. And yau
may agree also when I suggest that it is
the sterling “bit” players of Mitchell's
type—mature veterans of stage and
screen like Donald Crisp, John Car.
radine, Montagu Love, and dozens
of others—who are the real backbone:of
the films on the acting side. They seldom
become stars, they seldom win Academy
Awards, but time and again they provide
a sound foundation for an otherwise
flimsy edifice. .
. # * ®

ITCHELL has, of course, sometimes
been starred: he was, for instance, in
Invitation to a Murder. 1 don’t propose
to review this at length, because it is
not & new film, but it is the story of a
professor of philosophy (a most lovable
person really) who, on being told that he
must inevitably die of a bad heart within
six months, decides to pass the time with

should be abolished
or retained—was also raised by Avon G.
Todd in his letter. Hollywood has
decided that it would be patriotic to
save film because of the war, and having
apparently rejected the idea that it
should stop making movies altogether or
at least make only good ones, has seri-
ously considered the abolition of “credits”
—those long lists of often unpronounce-
able names which tell you who did the
costumes and who did the sets, and so
on. I imagine the suggestion has been
particularly seriously considered by the
gentlemen concerned, because from what
I have read of Hollywood a great deal
of their prestige and, hence, of their in-
come, may depend on the number of
“credits” thev can secure, Frankly, 1
have often felt, and I expect you have
also, that it doesn’t add much to the
sum of human knowledge to be informed
that Isaac Zinklebaum was assistant-
deputy-script-writer, and that Silas K.
Slapgurgle and Kurt Prmzmsl were re-
spectively responsible for the lighting
and background music. On the other
hand, these workers. behind the scenes

? are really as much entitled to their share

of recognition as the people in front of
the cameras, It is also a good demo-
cratic principle that people should be
held responsible for their actions—and
they can’t be held responsible if you
don’t know who they are. Again, there
are occasions when one of these names
really does mean sométhing to the keen
picturegoer.

So if it means keeping the Zinklebaums,
the Slapgurgles, and the Prmzmsls happy,

.and if credit titles do occasionally tell you

something you want to know, I vote to
retain them. But in that case, in the
name of common sense, let us have them
at the end of the film instead of at the
beginning. How, as Lejenue asked in an
article we reprinted the other week, can
you tell whether you're going to be in-

"terested in who wrote the background

interest to himself and benafit to the tmie-wntil you've heesed-ith
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With 1843 Knowledge and

ideas
ARE WANTED!
To-0ay, more thap evet oelore, men

with the latest speclglised training are
required for war work and in business.
and industry. This 18 YOUR opportunity?
S$end now for the L.G.S. Free Prospectus.
Clip this coupon and mark the occupa-
tion In which you wish in suceeed

Acgountancy ~— Profeasional exams., Coeb
Accounting, Secretarial.
Advertising—Retall, Mail-order, Agency.
Aero Eng.—Ground Eng. Licenses, Rigging.
Arohiteoturs—Structural, Concrete.
Aviation Radio. Buliding Contracting.
Bookkeeping—General, Store, Station.
Mining (Coal and Goid).
Shemistry—( Analytical).
Bivil Eng.—Surveying, Municipal, Bridgs.
Diessl Eng.—Iiluminat. ¥ng., Welding Eng.
Praftamanship—{(Mech, Arch., all branches)
Dress Desigh—Drafting, Cutting, Millinery.
Elec. Eng.—Lighting, Power, Winng License.
Earming—Livestock, Dairying, Poultry.
Fres Lance Journalism -Short Story Writing
Gas and Electric Waelding.
General Education -Ruainesa & Sales letters
A.M.IME., A.MI.C.E, AMILEE. Ilmt
gtruct.,, Eng.—Professional exams.
1llustrating—~Newspaper, Fashion, Poster.
Intarnal Combustion and Steam Drivers®
Bxama., N.Z.. Highways Certificate.
Matriculation
Mechanicat Eng. (Al dranches).
Motor Eng.—Motor Mechanics® “A™ Gradu
Plumbing—3Sanitary Eng., Sheet Metal Work.
Radio Eng.—Radio 8ervicing, Radio Exams,
Radio Play Writing.
Refrigeration—Elec. Rafrig, Bervicing.
Balewmanshlp—General, Specialty, Retall.
Window Display—Show Cards, Shop Tickets.
(Underline your subject above—if not om:

liss writa it here... . &
Enquirles 00et only & 1d. Post Now.
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Address

WRITE NOW TO

INTERNATIONAL CORRESPONDENCE: SCHOOLS

Dept. L, 182 Wakefleld 8t., Wellilngton
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Dr. Scholl’s Foot Powder —antiseptic and '
deodorant—~2a pleasant remecy for tired, burn-
ing, tender feet and other painful conditions.
A preventative against macerated skin batwaes
the toes. MADE IN N.Z'

From Dr. Scholf Dealers evurywbers,

PASKED N
TWO SI2ES

1/7
et 2/9

FOOT POWDER

The Scholl Mfg. Co. Ltd., Willesden St.,
Wellington.

CAR

Plastic body, 1iin. X 4in. Almost une
breakable. Blue, red or green.

6/11
Postage 3d.
Skeoates &
White Ltd., &
48 Fort 8t.,
fAuckiand
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