LEST WE MISUNDERSTAND

FORTNIGHT ago, the Vice-President of the United States of America

warned his countrymen of the danger of relapsing after the war into
Isolationism. A week ago, our own Primme Minister asked that nothing should
be said in or out of Parliament likely to create misunderstanding of America.
But the chief cause ot misunderstandings is Ignorance, In a recent attempt to
dispel some of that ignorance, the “Sunday Times” (London), printed the
following article by Allan Nevins, Professor of American History, Columbia
University, New York. A second article by another observer will eppear next week

MERICANS and Britons, toiling,
A fighting, and dying together,
must co-operate more closely

than two democracies have ever
co-operated before. This does not
necessarily mean that. they must like
each other, History has its numerous in-
stances of nations acting as effective
allies while indifferent or chilly in their
mutual regard. Still, as the hope of
civilisation increasingly depends upon
our @rm_partnetship in peace as well as
war, a warmer feeling than esteem is
needed-—a genuine and unforced predi-
lection. Can it be achieved? Can ancient
roots of disliké and distrust be plucked

out and not merely covered over by
hush-hush methods?

Little is to be gained in analysing this
problem by running over the standing
American complaints. Many of these

complaints are merely on the surface,
such as Britain’s bad historical record
(as if Britain didn't also have a noble
historical record, afld as if our own were
not equally mixed). The sordid Empire
(as if that Empire had not held a fourth
of the globe in peace, order, and ever-
advancing civilisation to our own direct
benefit). The Indian chapter in par-
ticular (as if for 40 years Britain had
not sedulously developed seif-govern-
ment in India and had not guaranteed
full freedom after the war). British
superciliousness (as if Lowell had not
hit the nail on the head when he wrote
that Britons were supercilious' because
they. found so many poor imitations of
themselves in America, and as if
Americans were not nowadays the more
supercilious of the two). Such American
complaints are, like certain similar
British aspersions upon American his-

tory, American expansion, and American
manners, not difficult to attack,

Mis-Education

What are the fundamental difficulties?
While in part created by under-educa-
tion on both sides of the water, they are
more largely the product of mis-educa-
tion. Of course, it is impossible to speak
either of 47,000,000 Britons or
133,000,000 Americans as if they were
uniform, coherent groups. They are
composite bodies of highly diverse in-
dividuals. Some Tory Englishmen dislike
America for its radical democracy; many
Labourite English distrust it for its in-
grained conservatism. The Virginia
planter, the Pittsburgh iron master, and
the Boston Irish-American have very
different images of Great Britain, But
when we confine ourselves to the great
middle-class norm in both lands, or to
the comsensus of opinion, we can identify
certain distortions which engender end-
less misunderstandings.

On the. American side, one of the
principal distortions is the tendency to
regard Great Britain as still lapped in
the Victorian age. Tens of millions of
Americans still think of England as a

land of rigid class lines, complacent
acceptance of the gulf between rich and
poor; hierarchical snobbery and smug
unprogressiveness; a land also of ramp-

ant Imperialist exploiting of inferior
races under a hypocritical show of
benevolence, a land, finally, where a

grasping diplomacy uses the wealth of
the City and the might of the Navy to
gain its ends. That is, multitudes of us
still think of Britain in terms appropriate
to 1890 and Tennyson, Trollope and
Alma-Tadema.

Actually, Britain is now a land of
flerce and urgent economic democracy
which makes Victorian modes seem
deader than the dodo. Ideas thought to
be radical in America appear conserva-
tive in England. While we talk of limit-
ing incomes to 25,000 dollars a year,
the British have done it. Alton Locke
no longer looks with bitter envy at the
gentleman in his Cambridge chambers.
Going to Cambridge on a scholarship,
Alton Locke has a good room and as
much consideration in other ways as
anybody.

Revolutions Without the “R”

The British always leave the initial
“R” off their revolutions. They often
keep the outward shell of the past while

(Continued on next page)
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" WAR LOAXN

Advance Subscriptions to the next War Loan may be made now or at any
time up to the opening of the Loan. This provides an opportunity for
Investors and the public generally to support New Zealand’s war effort,
and at the same time to secure a sound investment.
Interest will be paid from date of subscription, provided there is no subsequent
withdrawal.

Long ot short term may be specified, with the right to change the term within
seven days after the opening of the Loan.

Investors can withdraw at any time up to seven days after the opening of the Loan.

Advance subscriptions may be lodged at the Reserve Bank of New Zealand, Wellington, ‘
the District Treasury Offices at Auckland, Christchurch or Dunedin, or at any Bank,
Sharebroker’s, or Postal Money-Order Office. - N

Just as our Armed Forces accumulate their manpower and equipment

before attagk, so also New Zealand must build up its financial resources
beforehand for the utmost effort. A steady and increasing flow of money

is needed, and all should lend as much as their means allow. Your sub-
scription is important, whether it be £10 or £10,000

. A TRUSTEE INVESTMENT

‘Advance Subscriptions Now Being Received

Asverve Bonk of New Zeoiand, Waellington

AAAKAKAKAAKAKAKRKAAARA KRN KAAAAKXAAA Ak Xk kkKxk
e

Accountancy exams,
Secretarial erams
Book-Keerping
Matricutation
Advertising
Salesmanship (any
oranch)
Showeard Wriling
Commercial Hiusira-
Ltor
Fashion Drawing
Journalism .
Short Story Writing
General Education
AMICEKE.,

AMIME.
Shorthand-Typing
Chemistry
fAnatyticat)
rusiness Management
Panbing
Air Condilinning
Sheet Metal Work
Ofrice Training
Statton Book-Keeping
Carpentry
Quantily Estimating
Dressmaking

on 1ist write it

Radio Engineering
Radio Service Kxama
Architecture
Hutlding Contractor
Concrete Engineer
Structural Engineer

thy
Druatting (any branch
Aeroplane Engineer
firound Fng. License
Motor Engineer
Diesel Engineer
Civil Enginger
Surveying
Municipal Engineer
Steam Certificate,
Window Display
Mechanical Engineer.
Foundry Work,
Mintng (Coal, tioia
Elecirical Engineer.
Kiee. Power and

Lighting
Wiring license -
Farming

{atl branches)
Farm finok-keeping
Refrigeration i
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Become @ Trained Man. Farn Promotion
and more money. Write NOW to

INTERNATIONAL CORRESPONDENGE SCHOOLS
Dept. L, 182 Wakefield 8t,, Wellington
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