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MOONTIDE

(20th Ceniury-Fox;
&4 EMEMBER Angels Over
p ) Rroadway? Remember Out

of the Fogr—especially Our

of the Fog—well, you've some

idea of the type of film that
Moontide is. A film that belongs largely
to the night-time, but not the gay night-
time; a film that deals with people who
live on the precarious edge of crime: a
film that won't be a box-office success,
butl one that will be remembered for a
long time by all the people who are
interested in the film as art, and especi-
ally by all the people who are interested
in the art of Thomas Mitchell and Ida
Lupino. and, from now on, in the art
of Jean Gabin.

Archie Mayo directed Moontide, and
if he had never done any other good jobs
I'd say he had become a director of sen-
sibility overnight, as it were. And if he
never does another good job, our little
man will still give him a cheer for this
film.

According to the theatre advertising,
Jean Gabin (“making his first film in
America, and pronounced Gab-ban™), is
the star. Ida Lupino comes second, and
Thomas Mitchell and Claude Rains are
placed equal third. But have you ever
seen Thomas Mitchell act badly? He
has played sympathetic parts and unsym-
pathetic ones—and here he bas a very
unsympathetic one—but I always leave
the theatre feeling “honours to Thomas
Mitchell.” Make this film a must on
your list, and watch that face that was
so benign in Angels Over Broadway, so
remorseful in Out of the Fog; watch
greed and cunning, and perhaps all of
the seven deadly sins in the face of this
character who is extortioner and black-
mailer and murderer; watch that terri-
fied fiight at the last towards the angry
sea and youll surely agree: “Honours
to Thomas Mitchell.” The woman sitting
next to me was apparently out there on
the rocks with Jean Gabin and Thomas
Mitchell (Tiny), at the end; for as Gabin
cried “Come back!” to the terrified ex-
tortioner, at bay at last (only it wasn’t
a bay; it was sharp, black rocks and a
pounding sea)., she leaned forward and
said clearly: “No, let him go. Best thing
for him.”

But honours also to Ida Lupino, Jean
Gabin and Claude Rains. Gabin is Bo-bo,
the man with strong wrists, the man
who gets so drunk he cannot remember
what happened the night before, the
man who is reminded from time to time
by Tiny, his friend, that once he choked
a man to death. So when Pop Kelly is
murdered (the old man has been
strangled), Bo-bo has a very horrible
time tryibg in vain to remember where
he was all night. And Tiny says: “I
know who killed Pop Kelly.” He says
it also to Ida Lupino — who, for a
reason that is never told, tried to drown
herself, and was saved by Bo-bo. He does
not need to say it to Claude Rains
(Nutsy), for that very kind little friend
has found the name Pop Kelly in the
old hat that Bo-bo wore home the night
of the murder. So just to save possible
trouble, he burns the hat. In the end, it
is Ida Lupino, the terrified bride, who
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discovers the clue to the murder of Pop,
Kelly, and in discovering it becomes!
herself the victim of those terrible hands.
But do not be alarmed. This film ends |
well for the hero and the heroine, |

Ida Lupino is building up her record!
f good performances in far from easy
parts. She is here the girl who has never |
known a kindness from a human being, :
suddenly confronted with kindness. It isi
not criticism to say I would like to see’
her next in a less tense role; but it
doesn’'t matter—I'll go to see her just
the same; and Thomas Mitchell; and
Jean Gabin.

THEY ALL KISSED THE 1
BRIDE

fColumbia)

IF I had gone to the theatre :
in ignorance of what was!
on and had missed the credit |
titles, I could have sworn:
that this was an M-G-M:
picture. It wasn’t, but I still could have !
sworn. There, for a start, were those’
indigenous M-G-M stars, Joan Crawford ,
and Melvyn Douglas, not to mention |
Ronald Young and Billie Burke; there
was the old familiar society set-up; and ;
there was the story—stop me if you've!
heard this one——about the Ruthless Big
Business Woman who, under the influ-
ence of love, becomes just plain Woman
(well, hardly plain; Joan Crawford is
never that). The chief agent in the
softening-up process is Melvyn Douglas
as a crusading author, whose original
intention is to publish a book exposing
the callous commercial practices of the
heroine, but who loses that désire as
soon as he sets eyes on her. It is then
revealed that Joan Crawford's pose as a
domineering masculine type is due to
the fact that she’s really afraid of men,
and that Melvyn Douglas poses as a
lady-killer, because in his heart of hearts
he is afraid of women. Anybody who
cares to apply this ingenious theory to
me and my dislike for a certain type of
film is welcome to try.

The title, by the way, is practicaily
meaningless. And so far as plot and |
treatment go, I have seldom seen a more
impossible proposition put over less
plausibly or with less good taste. The
method of construction is so much a
matter of pulling stock situations hap-
hazardly out of pigeon-holes that at least
one important character gets completely
mislaid. Pre-fabrication may be all right
for houses, but hardly for pictures.

“ I suffeved with indigestion four
months ago. I was bent double with
pain and I was afraid to eat ov
drink. [ bought a tin of De Witt's
Antacid Powder and took fourdoses.
I can tell you theve is nothing betier
in this worid for indigestion. Since
1 took De Witt's Antacid Powdev 1
have eaten anything, even pastyry.
I have vecommended De Witt's Ani-
acid Powdey to other people because
I am wvery thankful for the benefit
veceived.,” Mr. H. L. '
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ANTACID POWDER

A proved remedy for Indigestion, Acid Stomach, Heartburn,
TFlatulence and Gastritis. Obtainable from chemists and stores,
in large sky-blue canisters, price 2/7 (plus Sales Tax).
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That letter makes you realise De Witt's
Aatacid Powder is indeed the stuff to
end digestive troubles, In many cases
one dose puts paid to after-ines! pains,
and continued treatment soon testores
normal, heaithy digestion.

De Witt’s Antacid Powder gives quick
relief becanse it neutralises excess acid,
the cause of stomach pains. It soothee
and protects the stomach lining, Finally,
it helps to digest your food. Thousands
say there is ‘‘nothing better in the world
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for indigestion.” Prove this for yourself,

A Product of E. C, De
Wit & Co., gland.
.N.Z, Representativess
Horbent S, SWretias
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® DON'T BE SKINNY.!

! Thin, anaemic people take "YIM™
} (Yeast, [ron, Malt) Tablets. Amaz-
ing triple tonic puts on firm,
lealthy flesh quickly. Gives clear,
radianl skin, f{recdom from Indi-
geslion, nervousness, constipation.
ncw sirengih, power and pep. 4/6
{double size 7/86).
Post-free from

CHEMISTS® SUPPLIES CO.,
139 Worgaster Street, Christchurch

COLDS SMASHED

Auckland

Stacey Bros., Ltd., Khyber Pass ﬁon'd
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