THINGS TO COME

A Run Through

HE other day two New Zea-

landers were discussing the

great men this country had
given to the world. A. said that
New Zealand had produced three
world figures—Rutherford, Katha-
rine Mansfield, and David Low ~— and
probably a fourth, Sir Truby King. B.
conceded the first three, but would not
edmit the fourth to world rank. A, said
that Sir Truby King’s influence was
world-wide and that there were people
who knew New Zealand by the fact that
it had produced him., A’s argument is
supported by BBC talks which the
National stations will broadcast shortly,
among them one by Sir Charles Read,
8 New Zealander now practising in Har-
ley Street. This talk, which furnishes
impressive proof of Sir Truby’s influence
on modern mothercraft, will be heard
-from 2YA on Tuesday, March 2, at 11
s.m.

Gold Rush

One of the characteristics that distin.
guish man from animals is man’s ability
to postpone the pleasure of the moment
for greater pleasures in the future. In
order to get rich quick men left com-
parative comfort and flocked to the
gold-fields there to endure thirst, star-
vation, heat, cold, or Charlie Chaplin
adventures in the hope that they would
be able to smoke cigars and drink cham-
pagne for the term of their natural
lives. The Klondike gold rush of 1899
is one of the classic examples of money
madness, but stories of Klondike ad-
ventires are none the less entertaining.
You may hear & fair sample if you lis-
ten to Klondike, the serial which plays
from 4ZB on Tuesday, , Wednesday,
Thursday and Saturday evéenings. )

Self-Taught Composer

Gerard Williams was originally an
architect by profession, and music was
no more than an enthusiastic hobby un.
til he was over thirty. Since then (1920)
‘he has devoted himself to composition,

and hes -hed many successes, Like Elgar,
~ he i’ pelf, taught, except for a few

“critié%m,’_";;from Richard Walthew in
1913, Hlo Taiight himself by singing in
choral societies, playing in orchestras
~and chamber music, and studying
" printed music at home and at concerta.
Williems began trying to compose about
1911, but until 1920 this was a spare-
time occupation. To-day he is principal
. music editor and arranger for the BBC.
From 2YA on Tuesday, March 2, the
NBS String Orchestra under Andersen
Tyrer will be heard in “A Bach Suite”
arranged by Williams from movements
(all dances but one) out of the “Eng.
glh’;. and “French” keyboard suites by
ach.

If Summer Comes

I..ast year Summer was on Wednesday,
This year the NBS have waited with

commendable caution hefore officially

warning us that it is hers; in fact they
have waited until the last day (officially

February 28) in order to present to .

sunbaked listeners “Summer Pageant, in
Poetry and Music.” Off hand, we find
it hard to remember anything that the

The Programmes

poets have said of note about what

should, after all, be the pleasantest sea- .

son, which makes us all the more anxious
to hear this programme from 2YA this
Sunday afternoon. :

High Toby

Had we lived in the 18th century we
should probably not have cherished the
romantic feelings toward highwaymen
that many of us feel to-day. The serial
Paul Clifford, adapted for radio from

Lord Lytton’s novel, should provide fif-
teen minutes-a-night-worth of escape
to the swashbuckling past, when roads
were ribbons of moonlight looping the
purple moor, when black-eyed damsels
pleited dark red love-knots into their
Iong black hair, when young heroes had
rightful heritages as well ag .right-
minded heroines for which to fight, and
when marriage never meant anything
but living happily ever after. This

serial, which has just begun from 2YA,

was produced in Australia, and the title
role is taken by Warren Barry, a young
New Zealand actor who was known here
as Warren Toogood (see page 10).

Musical Autobiography

Listen to 3YA at 9.30 p.m. next Wed-
nesday for a musical autobiography and
self-portrait lasting 40 minutes. The
musician is Richard Strauss, the com-
position A Hero’s Life. It has six parts:
The Hero; His Adversaries (once re-
garded as a most savage indictment of
the tribe of music critics); His Help-
mate; His Battlefield (a “frightful and
prolonged noise” according to Eric Blom,
English music critic); His Works of
Peace (a series of quotations from
Strauss’s own tone poems); and His Re~
nunciation of the World and the end of
his Striving. Strauss, as far as we know,

_still lives in his native Bavaria.

Beethoven Day By Day

The coming week will be a good one
for lovers of Beethoven, who will find
something by Beethoven in the pro-
grammes on every day but one. On Mon-
day evening, March 1, 2YA will broad-
cast a Quartet in E Minor at 8.12 p.m,,
and on Tuesday, 1YX features the
Variations in F on its evening pro-
gramme. Thursday brings the third
Leonora overture and two songs, open-
ing 4YA’s evening programme, and on
the same evening Nelson listeners may
hear the 32 Variations in C Minor, On
Friday it is Invercergill's turn, when
4YZ will broadcast the Seventh Sym-
phony in A Major at 745 pm. The
Saturday evening programmes include
the overture, “The Consecration of the
House,” and Romance in G for Violin
(both from 1YX), and the fifth piano
concerto, “The Emperor” (2YC). Finally
on Sunday afternoon, 3YA offers a
special Beethoven programme at 4.15
with the Sonata in E Minor, Op. 90
and the scena Ah Perfido, followed by
Eleven Viennese Dances (which will
also be heard from 2YN that evening).

“In Many Ways A
Curious Woman”’’

DELINA PATTI, the centenary of
whose birth was the subject of a
tribute from 2YA the ather day,
sang for 64 years, and earned

three million pounds with her wvoice.
Men who had listened to her entranced
as mere youths in the '60’s found them-
selves as grandfathers still under the
spell of her miraculous voice years after
Queen Victoria bad died. The singer
who sang in London as a girl (because
the American Civil War had upet her
contracts in the States), lived to sing
in the Albert Hall, London, while the
Great War was raging on the Continent.

The story that Adelina Patti was
actually born during an interval between,
the acts was always widely believed,
but it was only a pleasant legend. Patti
once smilingly declared that she hated
to contradict the tale, for she would
have liked it if it had been true!

In many ways she was a curious

- woman. As a girl she would not sing

unless she was given a new doll before-
hand, and as a prima donna, she would

. never go on a stage or a concert platform

unless her stipulated fee was handed to
her in notes or gold prior to the per-
formance.

Madame Patti had threé husbands—sa
French Marquis, the Marquis de Caux,
whom she divorced in 1885 after a 17
years’ unhappy union; Signor Nicolini,

*

PATTI: Cash before delivery

an Italian singer, whom she married in
1886 and who died in 1898; and a Swed-
ish nobleman, Baron Rolf Ciderstrom,
who survived her. :

Retiring officially in 1906, she made
one or two public appearances for
charity after that, and the last time her
London admirers heard her was on
October 20, 1914, when at the Albert
Hall she sang at the age of 72 on
behalf of the Red Cross, The strength®

-and clarity of her voice astonished every.

one present, and she received a tremende
ous ovation,
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