.

Their Red Cross
Remembers Them

EN separated from their pay
records, and left without a
cent, men who have not heard
from their homes for months,
parents or wives who have lost touch
with sons and husbands, wounded men
in hospital—all these are helped by the
American National Red Cross, the single
organisation which has responsibility
for the personal welfare of U.S. troops
overseas, William J. Enders, Field
Director of the Military and Naval
Welfare Service in Wellington recently
gave The Listener some information
about the scope of the undertaking.

“Perhaps a man comes in and tells
us his wife back home is ill, and got
nc funds; we cable to our people in
the U.S. and instruct that money should
be forwarded. If a man’s mail has gone
astray, we get reports from his home
town, or vice versa, we report on the
man’s position if his people ask us to.
There are facilities for sending flowers
or candy to the folks back home, and we
can arrange for marriages—where they
are necessary—to be carried out by
proxy. :

“Just a while back we heard that
your own men in the Middle East were
short of reading matter, so I contacted
our national headquarters and now
we're authorised to supply U.S, reading
material to your men.”

The “Grey Ladies”

Men in hospital are visited regularly
by volunteer workers — “Grey Ladies”
they are called, but this has nothing to
do with the colour of their hair—and
little cards (“Brief Service Cards”) are
filled in with messages for home.

Occasionally the message has its hum-
orous side., One man filled in his own
name, and the address for the destina-~
tion, and his whole message consisted
of four words: “Would like a sweater.”

Another wrote: “Dear Mom, feeling
fine, hope you are well too, time is
short o must cease, love.” And another:
“I still in the hospital a getting a long
fine, can walk around some now, love.”

Reassuring - news for some one was
contained in a message which said, “No
feathers but resting comfortably.” But
there was a slight disappointment in the
message, “Scenery is wonderful, - no
grass skirts.” C

The buffer between Red Cross execu-
tives and the men who come in wanting
things done is a New Zealand musician
known to 2YA listeners—Cara Hall,
whose photograph appesred in The Lis-
tener recently. She makes it her job
to. be friendly to anyone who comes to
the counter and to be helpful in ail the
problems that present themselves.

Outside the office, American National
Red Cross sees to the provision of com-
forts for men in hospital—reading mat-
ter, personal requirements, occupational
therapy, and entertainment. About 20
films a week are shown in déne place,
and there is a weekly stagé variety show.
Convalescents and others are placed in
private homes which heve offered hos-
pitality. There are also Ilectures for
those who are well enough to hear
them.

The syllabus of a series now being
given at a mobile naval hospital shows a
wide variety of talks the purpose of
which is to acquaint the men with the
character of the country they are in.
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A blow lamp after five minutes barely
warmed the other side of a sheet of
Gibraltar Board . . . the waliboard
which shuts out heat and cold, quietens
noise, and, with a gypsum-pumice core
which WON'T BURN.

BUILD COMFORT AND SAFETY INTO
WALLS AND CEILINGS WITH :

GIBRALTAR
BOAR The Fire-Safe

"Wallboard
SMALL LOADS
make BIG STACKS

Every fork-full helps to make
a dray-load; every dray-icad
helps to build a stack . . . and
every stack adds to your pro=
vision for winter feed. But are
you as careful about the security
of your wife and family as you
are about the well-being of
your stock? Are you doing
those things, now, one by one, -
which will ensure their indepen="
dence and security when you
are no longer here to provide
for them? The making of a-
will . . . the appointment of a3
capable, trustworthy executor
+ « + these things, not difficuit
in themselves, are very impotte!
tant in your plan for the future,

The Public Trustee can help

ePUBLIC =i
RUSTEE

because the Public Trustee is
long experienced in the admin-
2 M A istration of farming, estates, 30/

au



