GIRL FROM RAROTONGA

"You Know Us By Our Hair"

ER face was the colour of bush-
honey and her black hair was
braided across the dome of her
head, behind a high and sloping

forehead. She told an enormous tawny
dog: “Go home at once,” but he just
grinned at her and did nothing about
it.

We seemed to have half a day to
wait for a bus so I said to her, “You
were not born in this country?”

“No. In Rarotonga.” She smiled and
her smile was as charming as Shirley
Temple’s, and her teeth were white and
regular. “I am working here but I have
only been here three weeks.”

“Well, have you always spoken Eng-
lish?”

“Yes, I spoke it in the islands, but
I don’t speak it very good.” I told her
the only thing I knew about the islands
was that a friend of mine had been a
doctor there about ten years ago; she
beamed with joy: oh, yes, she knew him
and he was a very good doctor. So we
stood there in the sun in Auckland,
waiting for a bus and laughing at the
surprise that we should both know the
same person.

“To-day it is my day off and I go to
town to meet all the other girls because

we all have Wednesday day off and we
have a club. In Wellington I think they
all have Thursday day off and they have
a club and go to the beaches.”

What They Wear

No, she said, she wasn’t going to the
pictures. Last week they had all gone
to a concert in the town hall, such a
crowd!—but this week she was going
to the Museum. I asked her about the
bark-cloth I had seen in a museum,
with the mallets used for beating it
thin and even. She said her mother made
it but she herself did not; the brown
patterning is made with mud dye and
the red pattern from plant juices.

“In the islands the girls wear those
clothes but here we all wear white
clothes. And you know us by our hair.
We all have the hair braided on top—
except some of the girls who have been
here for long time and have cut hair.
Sometimes 1 cut some off mine and then
I put oil on it and it grows again.”

By “white” clothes she apparently
meant navy-blue, sometimes with spots,
sometimes with a flower pattern, but
always navy-blue and nearly always with
e brown coat or a navy-blue blazer.

And she liked being here?

“Oh, yes, I like it fine. No buses and
nice things like that in the islands—
just walk to places! And only 5s. a week
for work there and much more money
here.”

“Do you save up for your fare? And
how do you get a job from Rarotonga
to New Zealand?”

“Fruit is Terribly Expensive”

“Well, all the girls who want to go
to New Zealand for s job apply at the
Government and the Government has
the names from New Zealand and the
people here pay the fares and then we
pay it back in 5s. a week from our
wages, Oh, the fruit is terribly ex-
pensive here and just rotting on the
ground in the islands. And it is very
expensive in the bus and pictures and
so on, but I like new places. Oh, I like
it here. And I have a better jab. Be-
fore T was cook, and every day I had
to think and think (here she turned
her finger round her forehead) what
I would make for a sweet, always work-
ing it out again each day. But now
there is a cook in this job and I don’t
have to think any more. Oh, yes, I
like it better here. But the first day I
went in Auckland I was lost. Did not
know where 1 was, oh, I was lost.”

“What did you do?”

“Oh, 1 went in a telephone box and
rang them up and told them I was lost
and they came in for me in the cas.”

GIRLS WANTED

for vital and fascinating specialised
work in the Army and Air Force

Immediate vacancies exist in the following specialised units:

ARMY:

AIR FORCE:

helped to win the Battle of Britain.

You may Select the Service You Prefer
Immediate enlistment for suitable applicants, and no delay
In posting to the unit selected by the applicant herself.

General intelligence and alertness are more important
than a high standard of education. Complete training is
given, and no previous experience [s necessary.
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Height and Range Finders, Sound
Locaters, Telescopes, Plotting, Pro-
jectors and Generators, Spotting, Cyphers and Signais
—for operational duties in anti-aircraft searchlight
batteries and coast defence batteries.

Radio Location —the all-
seeing eye for the Alr
Defence of New Zealand, the secret weapon which

JOIN UP NOW!

The minimum age for enlistment is 18 years, Full
information without obligation from your nearest
W.WS.A. Office.

Applicants in remote areas can write to the
Dominion Secretary, W.W.S.A. Headquarters, 190
Lambton Quay, Wellington.
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