simple as that. By
July, 1942, Britain
possessed more than a
million Sten guns, and
the Home Guard
looked forward to
using one for every
three men.

Suitably enough, one
of the men responsible
for it in New Zealand
is called Thunder,
though hie would not
want to be singled out
among the many who
made the Sten part of
an already full day’s
work.

No one in New Zea-
land had previously
tackled the job of
reaming out gun barrels
in quantity. It was

THE STEN GUN

(Continued from previous page)

The Sten gun can be fired from
the hip or the shoulder. It is
much Highter than a Tommy gun

action to drift. By some
happy chance, the Sten
avoids this fault.

This is a pretty good
story already, isn't it?
Well, to cap it, the
engineers who, make
the Sten gun, find a
use for what’s left of
the old rifle barrels.

The front end is
used for the Sten,
The rear end, with its
breech, is used to make
grenade throwers. A
cup to hold the grenade
is welded on to the old
barrel. A simple breech
mechanism with trigger
and firing-pin is welded
against the breech of
the old Lee Enfield. A
blank cartridge pro-

done, and done quickly.
There was no machine in New Zealand
that could wind the square-shaped
springs for the Sten’s magazine (it holds
32 rounds). Upstairs in a machine shop
hidden away in a back street, a young
engineer tackled the problem. The
women who worked for him wound the
springs by hand. Quickly they discovered
that they could make a better spring
than the pattern specified. New Zea-
land went one up on Britain and Aus-
tralia just because a young man whose
name has never been in print had a
bright idea.

So He Made One

That young men was, of course, not
content to wind the springs by hand.
But there was no machine to do it.
None could be imported in time to fill
the contract. So he decided to make one,
and he was working on it when this was
written. I asked to see his plans.
“Plans?” he said. “Why, I don’t draw
any plans. I make a rough sort of sketch,
then I see how it works.”

There was not enough metal piping to
make the air-jacket round the barrel.
They’d already cut down the length of
the air jacket until the barrel stuck out
forlornly into space. Still—not enough
steel tubing.

Then they found a firm which owned
a line of good presses, used until re-
cently to make radio set parts. This was
a real New Zealand firm, dedicated in
pre-war days to putting a radio set into
every house in the country. Part of their
policy had included the training of die-
mekers by American skilled workers,
These die-makers took the raw metal
and shaped it into dies. The press
machinists took the dies and the flat
steel and they pressed it into tubes.

It looked something like a child’s toy
pistol, but they welded the gep together,
and they had an air jacket that did its
job, They had no time to do more~—but
why should a means of killing men look
pretty?

Some Peculiar Virtues

And how does it work? Absurd though
this sounds, it has some peculier vir-
tues as a weapon. A recruit cen pick it
up and register on the target right off.
Both the Gren and Tommy gun tend in
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vides the charge, a few
stampings make a stand, and the com-
pleted weapon will throw a grenade
into a 10-yard circle at 200 yards.

I haven't found out yet what happens

to the rest of the old rifle. The bolt will 1

be salvaged for its steel, and possibly
someone uses the stock for kindling, I'll
be surprised if any of it's wasted.

—S.B.

ASH FOR

Kodak have cash waiting for your
disused Camera or Photographic
Equipment. Kodak pay top prices. Doa’s
lec Photo Equipment be idle.

MERAS

Write or call for a quotation,

KODAK z£XeXko LTD.,

162 Queen Street, Auckiand:
292 Lambton Quay, Wellingtons
681 Colombo St., Christcchurch}

162 Princes St., Dunedin. .

ASTHMAAGONY CURBED

Axthma and Bronchitis poison your
system, ruin your health, and weakon
your heart. Mendaco, the preseription
of an Ameriean physician, starts relievs
ng Asthmg in 3 winutes, and huilds new

virality so that you ean

all night, eat anything

Mendaco is &0 suce ul that it j

antecd to give you freer, faxier hreathing

in 24 hours, and to xatizfy completely orv

money back on return of empty package,
Get Mendaeo
trom your
chemist,  The

Mendaco guyrantee
profecis Yol

RELIEVES ASTHMA, NOW 375, 68, 132

Inserted by the Knox Company,
1851 Norith Argyle, Los Angeles, U8\,

“It gives wme great pleasure io
write and inform you what wonder-
ful relief 1 have obtasined from De
Witt's Antacid Powders,” writes Mr.
J. P. A, “I am right back to normal
enjoying perfect health, and what &
paradise after years of suffering with
indigestion. No discomfort after
eaking, no pain, no after effecis.
What wonderful results for such a
small outlay! I hove only De Witt's
Antacid Powder to thank for my
ropid return to the best of health”

it

De

A proved remeeg for Indigestion, Acid Stomach, Heartburn,

Flatulence and

ANTACID POWDER

t astritis. Obtainable from chemists and storgs,
in large sky-blue canisters, pricg 2/7 (plus Sales Tax),

*You can do as 1 did.” That's the
advice of 2 host of sufferers who have
ended indigestion and stomach trouble
with this quick-action remedy. So, even
if yon have suffered for years, there is
no need for despair,

De Witt’s Antacid Powder overcomes
indigestion and stomach trouble because,
firstly, it nentralises excess stomach acid,
Then it soothes and protects the inflamed
stomach lining. Finally, it helps to digest
your food whilst your digestion is being
restored to normal. Why suffer longer?.
A Product of E. C. De
Witt Co., England.

N.Z. Representatives:
Newson 0. Ltd.,
Herbart Stdxwellington,




