.

WHEN WOMEN DRIVE

"At First The
Public Were A
Little Dubious”

{This interview was prepared by
8 member of our staff who visited
Dunedin immediately after New
Yesr. Although an aitack on a
woman taxi-driver has been reported
since that date, this does not affect
the pictue as a whole.}

[ E had grave doubts,”
said the manager of a
well -known  Dunedin

Ry#fsce Cohmn

“, .. Better than men for weddings”

taxi-cab company. He
paueed to fill his pipe. “Very grave
doubts.”

“What about?” I asked,

-“About the New Year.”

“I thought it was a very good New
Year, All the papers said that the Man-
in-the-Street was most optimistic.”

“YI don't mean the international situa-
tion. I mean sabout our women taxi-
drivers. You know what New Year’s Eve
is like in Dunedin. Many of the directors
felt it was hardly the thing to expect
our women drivers to go on night shift,
But I thought we could risk it.”

“And you find your 25 girls satis-
factory?”

“Very satisfactory. We took on our
first girl 17 months ago, and. we haven't
had any cause for complaint. At first the
public were a little dubious—we’re in-
clined to be conservative in Dunedin,
and people used to ring up, ask for a
cab and add ‘But I don’t want s
woman.” *

“What did you do?”

“Just sent one slong, sometimes on
principle, usually because there wasn't
2 man available. And quite often the
customers would ring up later to apo-
logise for their earlier request. And now
Dunedin people are so used to women
cab-drivers that they almost find it
grounds for complaint if you send &
man.”

Weddings and Maternity Cases

“Then the myth about women being
bad drivers is exploded as far as you
are concerned?”

“I don’t think I ever believed it.
Actually our women drivers are doing
exactly the same work as the men—
same hours, same shifts~—and doing it
just as well. For some things I find
them even better, Weddings, for in-
stance.”

“Why?” '

“Well, they enter into the spirit of the
thing much better than the men do. The
men get a little restive if they have to
wait round outside the church and out-
side the photographer’s, but the women
usually enjoy being part of the pro-
ceedings. And they're better at getting
the bride into the ter. Men often get
the bride’s veil tangled up with the door
handles, and don’t even notice it. Yes,
I always like to send one of the women
to a wedding. And I think their appear-
ance is more in keeping.”

“What do they wear?”

“Just their usual uniform—whita cap
and driving coat.” .

“Not slacks?”

“T'o a wedding? Certainly not! I allow
slacks on night duty, but then only be-
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cause appearance is not so important.
Certainly not when driving a bridal
car!” )

“And do you consider them preferable
for any other type of work?”

“Well, the girls themselves tell me
that they're much better on maternity
cases than the men are. They say that

tlie men are in such a hurry to get to -

the hospital that they cut the corners
and go over the bumps without much
regard for their passenger’s physical
and mental comfort, And 1 think the
girls may be right. I know when I was
a taxi-driver I had lots of experience of
taking women from house to maternity
home, but no matter how often I did it,
I never managed to breathe freely till
I was doing the homeward trip.”

“And how did your women get on
over the New Year rush?”

“Very well indeed. They told me they
enjoyed it. They were suppased to come
off at three a.m., but most of them
worked through till five or six just for
the fun of the thing. But would you like
to hear what they have to say about it?”

It's the Beer

There were two women waiting with
their cabs in the rank outside the office,
and I had a glimpse of a silk-stockinged
leg and peaked cap set at a Jessie Mat-
thews angle as another climbed in tc her
cab and glided from the rank. We
approached one of the two remaining.

“New Year’s Eve? Busy! I've never
known anything like it! It was quiet till
after the shows came out, and then we
were going strong till five o’clock. But
it was good fun, and no troubls.”

“I thought it might have been a little
difficult,” said the manager. “It's pretty
hard to get cabs, and people are some-
times inclined to be a little unreason-
able about it at about four o’clock on
New Year’s morning. That's why we
were worried about the women going
on shift” He turned to the girl. “Look
at poor Robertson. Somebody tried to
hit him over the head with a beer
bottle.”

“But that’s just the point, Mr, Blenk.
Even a man three parts drunk wouldn't
try to hit a woman over the head with
a beer bottle, No, I thought it was a very
quiet New Year’s Eve, much quieter,
as far as rowdiness was concerned, than
last year. In fact, I don’t think I had
one passenger over the whole of Christ-
mas and New Year, who could be
described as more than bright-to-merry.”

“I supposs I needn’t have had doubts,”
said the manager to me, as we strolled
back to the office. “I'd forgotten about

the beer. It just isn’t what it uvsed

to bel”? ~—M.B.

D0YOU MAKE THE
DANDRUFF SIGN?

) ead-scré.téhing is

dandruff. Neglect it and your hair will
undoubtedly grow brittle, split and drop
out,

MAKE THIS TEST : scratch your scalp,
and examine your nail. If there is =
greyish deposit, you suffer from oily
dandruff. If you ses white flakes in your
hair and on your clothes, you have dry
dandruff. Don’t delay—get at the cause
of the dandruff-—try Silvikrin—the tried
and proven remedy. Obtainable from
any chemist, hairdresser or store.

For SLIGHT DANDRUFF—hair beginning
to fall, apply Silvikrin Lotion — keeps
normal hair both healthy and tidy, Prica
3/5 & 6/- per bottle.

For SEVERE DANDRUFF—serious falling
hair, apply Pure Silvikrin— the concen-
trated Hair Food. Price 8/3 per bottle.

Drugs Ltd., Sydney Road,
London, N.10.

Silvikrin

FOR THE HAIR

KIDNEYS MUST

CLEAN OUT ACIDS

Your body cleans out excess Acids and
poizonous wastes in your blood through @
million tiny delicate Kidney tubes or
filters. If Poisons in the Xidneys or
Bladder make you suffer frem inter-
rupted sleep, Nervousness, leg Pains,
Cireles Under Eyes, ¥ackache, Aching
Joints or Acidity, don't vely on ordinary
medicines. Fight such Poisons and
tronbles with the doctor's prescription
Cystex. Cystex staris working in three
hours, mnst prove culirely satisfactory
and be exactly the medicine you need or
money back is guarunteed. Ask your

chemist or rtore for
Cystex (Sisstex) to-
chte day. The Guarantes
protects you. Now
in 2 sizes; 4/5, 8/10,
Guaranteed for Kidneys, Bladder,
Rheuratiam.
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