
ARTISTS AS
AMBASSADORS

Interview With Notable
Soprano From Australia

LTHOUGH Dorothy Helmrich
is an Australian by birth and
is claimed by Australia as

one of her foremost singers, she
has travelled so widely in the
course of her musical career that
she is. more perhaps, a citizen of the
world than of any one country, But her
heart is probably most firmly lodged in

England where she studied, where so
many of her friends are to be found,
and where she has lived for many years.
She is at present in New Zealand,
making a tour for the NBS."I left England two years ago, and
in many ways I would like to be back
among a people who are up against it
and putting up with all the hardships
of war with cheerful good humour," she
told us. "At the outbreak of the War I
was with the volunteers for the evacua-
tion of London children to the provinces.
The scheme got under way in the weeks
before the outbreak of war, as we all
expected that there would be a big blitz
as soon as war broke out. The most
moving occasion I remember was when
we took a party up to Cambridgeshire.
We just got off the train when we heard
the radio announcing the declaration of
war. Almost immediately, all the air-
raid sirens began to blast, and aero-
planes flew out towards the coast. Every-
one expected a raid there and then, but
they all, women and little children, just
stood quietly and waited. There was no
fuss, no alarm, only a great calm, and
a little humour.
"Most of the little London youngsters
loathed the evacuation at first. I will
always remember seeing a row of little
Cockney boys sitting in a gutter. Behind
them was some of the loveliest country
in England, but the gutter was at least
familiar."

English Audiences Preferred
Miss Helmrich has given concert
recitals in most countries in Europe. "I

used to do a tour every year all over the
Continent. My last was in 1939. Every
year I could see the tension growing,
political excitement becoming more
intense, I gave up my concerts in Ger-
many a few years after Hitler came to
power. The authorities began making
difficulties. They said that they could
not have foreign artists, but must
encourage German art-this at a time
when artists were pouring out of Ger-
many because they could not live there.
From the time Germany began to dis-
criminate in this way, art ceased to take
the place that it should in the life of the
country.
"I lové’Dutch audiences. When they
feel enthusiastic, they sometimes sit very
still and don’t applaud at all. The Poles
on the other hand, show their apprecia-
tion emotionally and get very excited.
But best of all I like English audiences."
"Too Much Listening to Records"
Since her return to this part of the
world, Miss Helmrich has been making
tours in Australia, Malaya, and the
Dutch East Indies, and she has also been
teaching at the Sydney Conservatorium.
We asked her whether she found Aus-
tralian audiences appreciative. "Yes," she
said, "they are, and there is a good deal
of talent in Australia, but it is always
hard in a new country to build up
standards of criticism. You don’t get
the same opportunity to hear things,
though broadcasting is doing a good jobwith orchestral concerts. All the same,I can’t help thinking that too much
listening to records is bad, After a while
the imagination just lies dormant. You
in New Zealand may be_ interestedto know that I have been working with
Peter Cooper, the New Zealand pianistfrom Christchurch. He seems to me very
gifted, and was making excellent head-
way until the war absorbed him, as it
has so many others. I believe myself
that art and cultural life, which stands
in danger of being swallowed up in war-
time should be kept alive. Art helps us
to keep a sense of balance. Because it is
so much international, it serves as a link
between countries. After the war, I hope
that we shall see more exchange of cul-
ture between countries. An artist may
sometimes be a better ambassador than
a politician."
Miss Helmrich is giving studio re-
citals all this month, beginning from2YA and working south to Christchurch
and Dunedin. Before returning to Sydney
she will be héard from 1YA, Auckland,
early in February.

DOROTHY HELMRICH
Her heart is in England

Ballets to Ballads

"HIGHWAYS OF MELODY" is a
programme of light classical music

from ballet to ballad, and from songs
to symphonies. The whole is tied to-
gether with a commentary on the melo-
dies which are played. You may hear
this on Tuesday and Thursday evenings
at 9.15 from all Commercial stations.
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