
Visit To The
Aleutians

(By JOHN FISHER Tedrecenta
"TheNew Zealand Listener’ in Stoencu)
HE official organ of the Russian
Army, Red Star, in a recent re-
view of the Pacific war position,
referred to the action of the

Japanese last May in capturing Attu
and Kiska.
I saw that part of the world fairly
recently, as a representative of the ABC,
and I was one of the first journalists of
any nationality to visit the Aleutian
Islands since hostilities began.
Most of the Aleutians are prehistoric
volcanoes, which have sunk half beneath
the waves in the course of the last
million years or so. The islands I saw
in the war zone were picturesque, but
lonely and forbidding.
They were huge scraggy piles of rocks
rising up to thousands of feet from the
sea like a hundred Gibraltars, cloud-
capped mountains, lightened only when
the sun shines for a few hours, when it
does shine, on the target-like tracery of
black scarred peaks, and the shining of
perpetual snow.
There are no trees on these Aleutian
Islands, and apart from the area of sea
and air warfare, there are few signs of
life, except the swarms of seagulls taking
a toboggan ride on the water whenever
‘it happens to be calm, and the sea ani-
mals, including some whales, disporting
themselves.
The brightest part of my time in the
Aleutian Islands area was the day at
Dutch Harbour when I managed to tune
into a concert broadcast by the ABC
from an Australian town hall, which
came through very clearly.
Beneath us on one side was the
Pacific Ocean, where Abel Tasman, just
three centuries ago, was helping to open
up the unknown lands of Australia and
New Zealand.
On the other side was the Bering
Sea, which exactly two centuries ago
was explored by the Russian navigator
of that name.
This is just another reminder that
our Russian Ally is also a great Pacific
Power.

SONGS OF THIS WAR
None As Popular As Last Time

and music), will be interested in
some remarks made recently in
London by Leslie Boosey, the well

known music publisher. We quote from
the "Piano Maker, Music Seller, and
Radio Retailer,’ by the courtesy of
Charles Begg and Co., Wellington.
"Speaking at the annual luncheon of
the Performing Rights Society, the
chairman, Leslie Boosey, said that the
country needed people to write its popu-
lar tunes as well as to build its aero-
planes and tanks. So far, no one song
had caught the popular imagination as
did "Tipperary" or "Keep the Home
Fires Burning," in the last war. To-day
the most popular song was "I’ll Walk
Beside You," but, curiously enough,
there were three older songs which were
now enjoying very great popularity. The
first was Adams’ "Holy City," published
nearly 60 years ago; the next, Parry’s
"Jerusalem," which was nearly as old; and
the third, "Bless This House," published
about 16 years ago.
"There is, I believe, a direct connec-
tion between their popularity and the
war," said Mr. Boosey. "In the first
two cases, they express an ideal which
lies deép in the minds of the vast
majority of the people, and the third
is an unconscious prayer in this time of
danger. So I give this hint to composers,
authors, and my brother-publishers to-
day-this war is a war of the mind and
the spirit, which the last war never was.It is a clash between two different ways
of thought; one might say between good
and evil. For that reason, ‘the sentiments
of the people do not find their expres-
sion in the things of everyday life as
they did in the last war.
"If there is really to be a popular
song which will give an outlet to the
people’s feelings in this war, it will
have to have three attributes:
"(1) It must be completely sincere;
(2) it must be utterly without bombast
and vain-glory; and (3) it must ex-
press in a way which does not make the
man in the street feel self-conscious the
hopes and ideals which we have in us
to-day." ;

Music in Factories
Speaking of the use of music as an aid
to production in factories, Mr. Boosey
said its value was recognised by all who
had investigated the question, though

CC
of war songs (words there still were people who questionedthe right of the composer to be paidfor his work. Happily, the society couldmaintain with complete confidence thatit was entitled by law to collect fees for

the use of music in factories, and in thisit was supported by legal judgments of
outstanding importance, For the labourer
was worthy of his hire, whether he were
a composer or a munitions worker, And
whatever the legal position might prove
to be, and they were prepared to testtheir contentions in the Courts, the
moral claim of the composer was incon-
testible.
And what did industry have to pay for
the right to use copyright music in fac-
tories? Actually, it worked out at one
penny a year per employee for an hour’s
music a day.

CABINET RESIGNATIONS
ThE REAL FACTS

Thinking people are nOW able tolearn the real Facts ahout the recent
political events involving the resignations o[ membersof the National PartyFrom the War Administration
TThe puhlic have 80 Tar heen able tostudy onlv par|ial reports of whathap-pened. A hew sixpeny pamphlet is nOWon sale entitled "Cabinet Resignations-And Why_ It gives 3 consecutive ac-count of the origin of the coal strikeMr. Holland8 speech on his motion ofNo-Confidence and the full text of the6Censored Statement' written by Mr_Holland as Minister for War Expendi-ture: Get this booklet to-day at your
newsagent, price 6d, Or 7d postedfrom the Publishers, P.o. Box 1155B
Wellington.

On active service
Inpacks and pockets,haversacksand hussifs there are Gillette
razorswaitingto give theworlds6nest fighting men the world's
@inest shave. As sturdy and a5
keen as their owners the
Gillette bladeswill, in
theirdegree;givethe same longandhonourable
service:

Gillette
SAVES STEEL

GILZ

WOULD PAY E1
A PACKET
RHEUmATIC AND LUMBAGO
SUFFERER GETS BETTER IN FEW

WEEKS:

This genuine testimonial receivedfromMr C. J. Le Campion, of 58Re-cord Street, Fitzroy , is a living ex-
ampie 0f convincing sincerity of the
benefits received from RU.R. He savsI would not be without R.U.R. for
any moneyif it cost a pound a packel.It has done such good to 50 mnany
people 1 myself Was crippled with
Rheumatism and Lumbago for about10 jears; but after taking R.U.R for afew weeks gotbetter,hut Istill take8 little every Tew dass and am keep-
ing in the best of health for the lastfive years: Yours truly C. J Le
Campion_It's the fivefold health action of a
laxative, liver stimulant, kidney clean-
ser, blood purifier and acid correctivethat makes RU.R. effective in remov-
ing the causeof 19out 0f 20ofLife'S
common ailments So take R.U.R. and
Right You Are A Product of R.UR.(Nz:)Lld,,141 CashelStrcel; Christ-
church:


