Film Reviews by G.M.

SPEAKING

REAP THE WILD WIND

(Paramount )
N the publicity posters with
this film, Ray Milland is pre-
gsented as a young man in un-
mistakably modern dress, a fact
which draws attention to a curi-
ous and significant mental attitude on
the part of many Hollywood producers.
They want to use historical themes—in-
deed, they are forced to by shortage of
other material — but they’ve got the
idea that the public fights shy of “cos-
tume” or “period” pictures, and so time
and again their publicity goes out of its
way to cover up the powder and patches
in Ahe plot. When this is impossible,
they strive to give history an analogy
with modern times, presenting Pitt as
the equivalent of Churchill, and liken-
ing what Nelson did to the French with
what we are going to do to the Ger-
mans.

In spite of Mr. Milland’s up-to-date
‘publicity wardrobe, there is nothing mod-
ern about Reap the Wild Wind. 1t is
the same kind of film as Cecil B. De
Mille has been making for the past 30
years and. it ‘deviates not cne whit from
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MONTEREY—
the secret of
SUCCESSFUL
MAKE'UP IR I Y
To be lovely, day and

night, is an art known to a
lacky few. Monterey can
help you obtain this love-
liness by checking up on
our personal cosmetic
lena. MONTEREY PER-
SONALIZED MAKE-UP
is to-day’s key to enduring,
natura) charm,

MONTEREY’S
PERSONALIZED
MAKE-UP CHART Y,

Cut out this
advertisement

and send to Wil-
frid Owen Ltd.,
Christchurch, and
you'll receive by
return mail a chart
from which Mon~
terey can drltslcover
YOUR particular . <
personalized make-up. N.Z.L.N.42

PERSONALIZED WMAKE-yp 7

Mads In- New Zealand by Wilfred Owen
Ltd., Christohurch,

.
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his well-worn, well-tried pattern. Pro-
duced at a cost of nearly two million
dollars, it has almost everything in it
but the kitchen stove-—and that wouldn’t
have added much to the entertainment.
The harvest that picture-goers will reap
from the wind that blows across the
treacherous Florida coastline in the year
1840 is a story about villainous wreckers
(led by the deep-dyed Raymond Mas-
sey), courageous sailors and salvagers,
and a tomboy heroine (Paulette God-
dard) who has sweethearts (Ray Mil-
land and John Wayne) in both groups;
a succession of Simply Colossal Spec-
tacles (all in technicolour) featuring
storms, calms, ship-wrecking, head-
breaking, trial scenes (in the best mod-
ern American divorce-court manner, with
everybody talking at once), stately man-
sions, low dives (above ground and
under water), a monkey, a mulatto, and
a giant octupus; and a climax (almost
rivalling that in Hamlet) which leaves
practically everybody in the film dead
on the quarterdeck, .

Whatever else he does, Mr. De Mille
certainly gives us an eyeful, but al-
though this is his 66th attempt, I doubt
if he has yet reached de millennium.

TO THE SHORES OF TRIPOLI
(20th Century-Fox)
HE introduction informs us
that the film’s purpose is to
show just what makes a United
States Marine. We must con-
fess that we have always had
some respect for the Marine Corps, but
now that we have seen for ourselves the
prodigious outpouring of effort and
emotion required to produce one indi-
vidual marine, our admiration is all the
greater.

The individual is John Payne. Admit-
tedly, as the son of a retired officer and
himself a retired playboy, he suffers a
double disadvantage. The influences
brought to bear on him are briefly (1).
166 years of Marine Corps history—a
negligible influence. (2). A martinet
sergeant (Randolph Scott), who has a
contreriwise influence. (3), The beauti-
ful Maureen O’Hara, a ubiquitous
nurse, who tells him she only marries
marines—certainly a disturbing influ-
ence. Yet the fact that John Payne
finally and irrevocably becomes a marine-
is due to none of these, but to the fact
that he happens to be riding in a taxi
with a radio and the wrong woman and
thus hears the news of Pearl Harbour.
He then leaps ouf of the taxi, on to a
troopship, and into the arms of Nurse
O’Hara, All of which is highly satis-
factory from the Boy-Meets-Girl angle,
but we doubt its application to the
marine-in-the-street.

Some insight into the training of
marines as a whole is provided by fre-
quent shots (in technicolour), of marines
marching, marines having rifle. inspec-
tion, marines dancing with debs. Apart
from this, no Vital Secrets of Marine
Corps Training are revealed,” so 'that
while we have no hesitation in billing
TTSOT as average entertzinment for
adults and children, we have also much
pleasure in announcing that it is
Defintitely- Unsuitable fqr Fifth Column-
ists. -
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The Best Gardening Book Ever Published in N.Z.

At last, a Gardening Book that is different—you don’t have to peruse

pages to get the information you want.
give instant reference to whatever gardentng problein you are faced with.

"N.Z. GARDENING DICTIONARY"

The second edftion ol thig tastest-selling N.Z.

compiled in dictionavy form to

Garden Book Just

rcieased. 172 pages of qulck relercice answers.  Tells you all
ahout flowers, fruits and vegetables, popular in N.Z. !Iow to
propagate plants, how, wheu and where lo plant anything.

‘What fertilisers 10 use—ail about sprays, disease control, |
colposts, hotbeds, ete,, ete. Written and compifed by J.
W. Matthews, I'.L.3., one of N.Z.'s foremost gardening
experts (tormerly editor of “N.Z. Flower Grower”),
tet your copy of “N.Z. Gardening Dictionary” now
—only 6/3 post pald. Send direct to the pub-

lishers, A, H. & A. W. REED,

182 Wakeficld

sireet, WELLINGTON.
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] After using, rinse suit at once
in clear, cold water. .

2 Squeese water out — do not twist
or wring. .

3 Do nal use hot water or wosp.

4 Avoid ot showers on suit.

5 Avoid rough or abrasive sur-
faces

»

6 Dry thoroughly, away from

sun or direct heat, before putting -

away.

\
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-
It can be made to last longer !

Follow these instructions carefidly and you'll be surprised at the
sxtra wear you'll get out of your swim suit,

7 Protect from moths or other
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The above information is. p‘res‘mte;d for your benefit bys

Manufaaurers of -the .
World’s Finest Swimming Attire,
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insects.

Do not ose eleaning solvemts
yourself. Theso should only be
applied by professionsl cleaners.

Suntan eils are harmful te
“Lastex”, Keep them atway
from your suit if it contaim
“x“m”.

Any aswim suit centaining
“Lastex” may be harmed if
allowed to remain in the sun

_between wearings.
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