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SPEAKING

THIS GUN FOR HIRE

(Paramount)
A DIRECTOR Frank ‘Tuttle

deserves credit for pro-

‘viding, in This Gun for Hire,

sustained melodrama that

never slips over the edge into

bathos. There are occasions when it

wobbles on the brink, but a fall is pre-

vented on all these occasions by the

splendid acting of Alan lLadd, a new-

comer to the screen, who plays the diffi-
cult role of Raven,

Raven is a killer. He doesn’t mind
killing. The explanation lies in the fact
that he was neglected as a child, and
that at the age of 10, he had a red-hot
flat-iron thrown at him by his foster-
mother. Now it’s difficult to tell the
flat-iron story without becoming bathetic,
and it's difficult to act the villain when
you're as innocently handsome as Alan
Ladd. Yet he manages both convin-
cingly.

Veronica Lake is as fluid as ever, as
a night club hostess with a good line
of magic, who is, incidentally, briefed by
the U.S. Senate to discover just who at
Nitro-Chemicals is peddling poison-gas
formulss to the Japs. She acts with
commendable restraint, if by restraint
is meant refusal to register any facial
contortion whatever when faced with
immediate death, seduction by a fat
fifth columnist, or misinterpretation on
the part of her police-officer fiancé,
Preston Foster. And when she is dragged
by the Raven in a crouching position
through several miles of grease-dripping
tunnel, thrown over a precipice and
stowed away in a deserted railway-
shack, her inner and outer calm is undis-
turbed enough to allow her to lend a
sympathetic Madonna-like countenance
to the recital of the Killer's life-story,
and then acknowledge the rejection of
her well-meant consolation merely by
a quizzical 1ift of the left eyebrow.

It was not till the very end of the
7,000-0dd feet that we confessed to a
slight feeling of disappointment. The
Arch Fifth Columnist, thanks to the
Lake-Ladd combination, is completely
dead. And while the Raven croaks his
last on the couch in the corner, Veronica
sinks into the sugary embrace of her
noble policeman, Preston Foster, Has she
got the wrong man, we wonder? But
remembering otir uncompromising atti-
tude in regard to High Sierra, we repress
this thought as unworthy, and merely
hope that next time we see him, Alan
Ladd, who's got the goods, will get the
woman, too.

EAGLE SQUADRON
' Wanger-Universal)
A 'FHIS is not a very good
N film, but certainly it is
not a bad one either., It is
somewhere between the two.
And it is best, to my mind,
when it is trying to do a straight docu-
mentary job of recording what life (and
death) is like to American pilots at-
tached to the R.AF. in England. Then it
has some of the honesty and authen-
ticity of The Next of Kin which, as 1
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mentioned the other week, comes
closest of any production 1 have so far
seen to the ideal of what a war film
should be. It has also some very exciting
photography of aerial combat. But
Hollywood keeps on getting in the way
with its formula of contrived situations
and copybook heroism and romance.

Why is it, I wonder, that characters
in ‘the average war film must nearly
always talk like a mixture of Winston
Churchill, Quentin Reynolds, and Dor-
othy - Thompson? There’s a terrific
amount of this kind of speech-making
in Eagle Squadron. The English char-
acters — notably " Squadron-Leader John
Loder and the Waaf-waisted heroine,
Diana Barrymore—do it in voices prac-
tically choked with English phlegm,
whereas the Americans—the boys of the
Eagle Squadron—are as emotional as
the others are tight-lipped. That's part
of the film’s theme: the way in which
the Americans misunderstand the appar-
ently callous understatement of the Eng-
lish, But in both cases the burden of
the speech-meking is the same, though
I refuse to believe that the average
Briton or American, caught in a tight
corner, would deliver himself of an
oration on the set subject of “What
Democracy Means to Me” as glibly as
these people do. The trouble is, I sup-
pose, that Hollywood has made them
talk like this so often that Hollywood
is now afraid the public may feel itself
cheated if characters talk normally when
ghe bombs begin to fall, or the gatling
jams.

Similarly, I am not convinced that in
other respects besides dialogue this film
is an accurate picture either of the
Eagle Squadron or of England. Still, the
interests of the story must be served,
and these interests demand that the
American hero (Robert Stack) shall
eventually be decorated for defying in-
credible odds and bringing a secret
variety of German fighter-plane success-
fully back to England following a com-
mando raid on France; that his Squad-
ron-Leader shall be killed and so leave
the hero free to marry the girl (“Great
girl, Ann!”); and that she in turn shall
win a medal for having rescued blind
patients from a bombed hospital while
nurses, firemen, and other civil defence
workers are conspicuous by their ab-
sence.

But you, who after all are not so con-
cerned as the critic with what a film
might be like, will probably find the
false notes ringing less loudly in your
ears. As a criterion of entertainment, I
suggest that you might use A Yank in
the R.AF.—if you enjoyed that you
should enjoy this. You will, I think, like
Diana Barrymore (John’s daughter). It
is too early yet to talk about a chip off
the old block, but the family likeness
and the family quality are there.

™ MAKE MONEY

Learn a{ bome to Deslgn
She Jcards, Tickets, Posters,
Commercial Art. Esrn §/-

to 10/- per hour. Free tllus-
trated booklet shows you
how to begin. Write lo-day

McKAY'S ART. STUDIOS

P.O, Box 367, WANGANU).
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8OCIAL BECURITY CONTRIBUTION AND
NATIONAL SECURITY TAX

Charge on income other than salary or
wages: November instalment.

The third quarterly instalment of the
soctal Securlty Charge and National Secur-
ity Tax_of 2/6 in the £ on inenine other
than salary or wages derived during the
year ended 31ist Mareh, 1942, falls due on
15t November, Amoeunts uupaid within one
month following the due date incur 10%
penalty, The charge 1s pavable by

(a) All persons- aged 16 years or over
ordinarily resident in New Zealand (in-
chiting natlves but exclnding persons re-
ceiviug  total disability war pensions i
respect ol serviee in ile 1915-1919 War).

(hi Al companies, other  than  those
speciieally exempled.
te) AL trostees i respeci of income

derived by the extate or 1rust whether or
tol the benefleiuries are entitied to receive
such ineome during the income sear,

Pavment may be made at any money-
order office upon production of the pr
vious receipt or renilted to the Comniis-
stoner of Taxes, wWellington, together with
the previous receipt or rull partienlars
therent,

Social Security Registration Fee. A
quarterly Instalment (5/-) is payvable on
{st November by male persoms aged 20
Years or over ordinarily resident@n New
Zealand who are not exempt, Exemption
details and  forms mayv be obtained at
money-order offices, Every person entitled
to exemption (inelnding those recetving
Age Beneflts under the Social Security Act
but no other Income) must complete the
exemption application form and present it
with his ecoupon-hook at a money-order
offica within 7 davs after the Jast day for
payvment of the instalinent, ntherwise pay-
ment mayv be dernanded, Full name and
postal address must he entered on the
relative coupont before payvment of auy
ingtalment. An employer employing ftor
more than seven days g person unregis-
tered or in arrear with the Registration
Fee 13 ltable on summary conviction to a
fine of £20. All persons ordinarily resident
In New Zealand must register under the
Social Security Aet within one wmonth of
attaining the .age of sixteen angd obtain a
coupon-hook. Any person who falls to
register within the tiine allowed commfts
an offence and is lable on summary coit-
victlon to a fine of £50.

¥. M. PARK, Commisstoner of Taxes.

* THE SPOTLIGHT’S
ON YOUR HAIR!

Hair is fashion news! To-day
your hair MUST be beautiful
and exquisitely groomed.

Try one bottle of Barry’s Tri-coph-erous
and see how it keeps your hair silken.
soft, easy to manage and gleaming with
lovely highlights.

Use Barry's Trl-coph-erous to stop Falllngb
Hair, Dandruff, Premature Greyness, Dry .
or Brittle Hair, Ovar-oily or Itching Scalp.

BARRYS _ ~

Ir

i-coph-erous

FAMOUS HAIR TONIC AND DRESSING
Sold by all Chemists and Stores. '

WITH the TANG of TAHITI

Lovely tints as indelible as Tahiti's
natural beauty—brorght to you by
Hula . . . the lipstick with. the
romantic background of the South
. Seas. Ask for yomr particular
shade, and enjoy
new loveliness
overnight. Shades
to match every
colouring. . . . every
mood. s

LIPSTICK

In These Shades . ;/

13

Crimson.  Hibigcus,
Tropic. Magic Night.
Frlame, Sunkist.

Cyclamen, Coral.
Refills available at 1/9.



