
LANDGIRLS IN UNIFORM
Mrs. Dreaver And Mrs. Grigg
Caused A Stir

formed a perennial topic of con-
versation for members of the Brit-ish House of Commons, and we

like to feel that, sartorially speaking,
New Zealand’s women M.P.’s also pro-
vide food for discussion. They must
have done so at any rate during the
present Parliamentary session, for both
Mrs. Dreaver and Mrs. Grigg appeared
on their respective sides of the House
clad in the distinctive uniform of the
Women’s Land Service. Mrs. Grigg her-
self designed the uniform, and in doing
so did a service to all present and future
members of the Land Service. It con-
sists of coat and skirt of a rich nut-
brown, plentifully belted, buttoned, and
pocketed, and complete with epaulettes,
a beige shirt-blouse with dark green tie,
brown shoes and stockings, and two
kinds of hat-plain brown felt with up-
turned side, or brown beret (Tank Corps
shape) decorated with a sheaf of
wheat.
Mrs. Dreaver and Mrs. Grigg have re-
cently returned from their successful
tour of North Auckland and the Wai-
kato in search of recruits for the
Women’s Land Service; and both in and
out of Parliament they have done all
they can to give publicity to the needfor women on the land.
On More Satisfactory Basis
Mrs. Grigg, as the wife and daughter
of a farmer, has been born a landgirl,
but Mrs. Dreaver, a city-dweller and
representative of a city electorate, ‘may
be said to have achieved landgirlhood.
She has all the additional enthusiasm of
the convert, and when I interviewed her
in the House recently she was brimful
of enthusiasm for her project.
"The whole scheme has been revised
and put on a more satisfactory basis",
she explained. "The W.W.S.A. formerly
organised a scheme for a Women’s Land
Army, but now certain improvements
have been effected. We've altered the
wages scheme, for instance."
"How much do the girls get now?"
"An untrained worker on a dairy farm
gets £2/1/-, a trained worker £2/8/6;
on a general farm, £1/16/- for an un-
trained worker and £2/3/6 for a
trained worker. This is in addition to
board. And you get also 4/- a week for
the upkeep of your uniform."

ie ASTOR’s hats are said to have

"And this is the uniform?"
"Yes, plus hat and leather gloves and
two pairs of stockings." (It must be
confessed, however, that Mrs. Dreaver
had defaulted to the extent of wearing
full-fashioned pure silk in place of the
lisle service issue). "We felt, you see,that girls who are working on the land
are as much part of the war effort as
girls in the other three services and we
issue them with a uniform in acknow-
ledgment of this. And they are thus en-titled to the privileges that go with a
uniform-travelling concessions and so
on."
"All Privates Together
"And are all the girls in the land
army privates, or can they qualify as
n.c.o.’s or officers?"
"No, we're all privates together. But
we're considering issuing service stripes."
"And are the girls issued with work-
ing kit as well as dress uniform?"
"Yes, working» boots, overalls, socks,
shirts, hats. Mrs. Grigg and I, however,
are not going to avail ourselves of the
working kit."
"And I understand that farmers’
daughters and those women already
working on the land are entitled to wear
the uniform, too?"
"Yes, if they enrol with the W.L.S.
They. are then issued with the dress uni-form but not with ordinary working
gear."
Mrs. Dreaver went on to speak of
the regulations governing the employ-
ment of girls on the land, Certain kinds
of heavy work’ were considered unsuit-
able for female labour. And there were
certain rulings in regard to accommoda-
tion. The landgirl was not to be re-
quired to share a room with a member
of the household, though two landgirls
could share a room.
"Of course the Service can function
adequately only if the farmers as well
as the girls co-operate. When the Land
Army was first started the farmers were
slow to take advantage of it. I think
many farmers had the idea that men
would be released from camp to help
them during the busy season. Now that
they’ve found that this doesn’t happen
they’re taking quite kindly to the pros-
pect of employing women. The Depart-
ment of National Service is going to
open three training centres, one at Lin-
coln, one at Massey; and an ‘experimental
training farm at Dargaville. At present
the inexperienced girl who goes on a
farm is regarded for the first six months

as a trainee, and the Government sub-
sidises the farmer by paying part of her
wages."
They Can Take It!

At this point our discussion was ter:
minated. Mrs. Grigg, in the full dress
uniform of a private in the Women’sLand Army came into the room.
"We're having our photographstaken", she explained to ‘me, arrangingher hat in front of the mirror and pull-
ing on her gloves. "Rather like a Girl
Guide commissioner’s perhaps, but a
comfortable hat."
"And distinctive", added Mrs,Dreaver,retiring to fetch hers.
Outside the wind was blowing. Thehats billowed. With a minimum of fuss
the Honourable Member for Mid-Can-
terbury and the Honourable Member
for Waitemata faced the camera and the
curious gaze of passing schoolchildren
and casual onlookers like myself. And
thereby provided evidence that members
of the Women’s Land Service can, and
do, take it. M.B.
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the beaches, so that each farmer would
get a fair share. People who have lived
their lives in a community like this do
not prove very amenable to forced
labour.
The position of Jersey and Guernsey
within the Empire was that of Domin-
ions which were too small to afford to
have their own representatives at Gen-
eva and elsewhere. They maintained
their own Militias and paid Imperial
Contribution to Great Britain, but: had
no Air or Naval units of their own.
They are, however, the oldest partsof the Empire, the only British terri-
tory in the Western Hemisphere suffer-ing enemy occupation. It is not impos-
sible that they will be among the first
European territory to be liberated.

MEMORIES OF A
MISSION HOUSE
HOSE who like to hear stories of the
old days should be interested in the
series of talks from 2YA which began
last week. The setting for the talks is
the mission house, "The Elms," at Tau-
ranga, which was first built for the Rev.
Archdeacon Brown, who went there as
a missionary in 1838. The house was
occupied in 1847, and still holds the
treasures brought out from England and
collected in the early days of New Zea-
land. But it holds a good deal else as
well. Every piece of furniture has its
historic associations. Round this tablesat the soldiers who fought at Gate Pah.
This eardrop was presented by a grate-ful Maori woman. That piano was
brought out from England and carted
here and there by bullock waggon. This
bed and chest were made from a great
cedar tree in the early days of the mis-
sion. The stories woven round the house
and furniture have been culled by H.
Bradney Williams from Miss Alice
Maxwell, niece of Archdeacon Brown,
and are the basis of the talks which
2YA is broadcasting on Wednesday
mornings at 11.0,
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