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THE

“DouBLE TEN”

Thoughts On China’s National Day

NE of the consequences of the raid on .
Pearl Harbour was the diversion to

New Zealand of ships bound for the Far
East. A f{further consequence was the
stranding in New Zealand of some dis-
tinguished men and women whom New
Zealand would not otherwise have seen
~—Thormas and Eileen Matthews, for
example, musicians who were on their
way to Singapore, and Dr, Lai-Yung Li,
a Chinese professor returning to his own
Lingnan University, Canton, after an ex-
change period in the United States. As
this Saturday, October 10, is China's
National Day, we asked Dr. Li for a
message to New Zealand readers, but he
said that as he was here unofficially and
also involuntarily, it would be presump-
tuous to speak for the Chinese nation.
However, he gave us a copy of a letter
he had recently written to members of
his Fraternity (Delta Theta Sigma) at
Pennsylvania State College.

Dear Bill and all D.T'.S. Brothers:

AM so pleased to have heard

from you after I reached New

Zealand, and glad to learn that
all of you are keeping well. In your
joint letter you ask me to tell you
something about the Double Ten
or October 10, the National Day of
China, I shall try to give you some frag-
mentary notes now, especially those
which have some bearing on our present
struggle against our enemies,

On October 10, 1942, Chinese at
home or abroad will be celebrating the
31st anniversary of the Republic. For it
was ort that day that Dr. Sun Yat Sen
succeeded in overthrowing the Manchu
Government and established in its place
the Republic of China. Since then, the
day has been observed as the National
Holiday. To the adults, it means a day
of rest and celebration. To the children
it is a great day equal to that of the
New Year's Day. As a kid, I used to
enjoy lantern parades, cheers, songs, fire-
crackers, musical and dramatic shows,
special meals, and athletic games, on
Double Ten,

The “Middle Kingdom”

To most of you, China is of course,
just a large country with an enormous
population and with a history of several
thousand years. To others it means silk,
porcelain, rice and tea. It is true that
through much of her history, China has
been cut off from the rest of the world
by natural barriers (ocean, mountains,
and desert). We in fact call our country
the “Middle Kingdom”. There was but
little contact between China and the
other parts of Asia, and there was, pro-
bably, no direct contact between China
and Europe until the Yuan Dynasty
(1280-1368) when Marco Polo visited
the Mongol Empire and went back and
told Europe of the beautiful palaces,
silken garments and of the wonderful
civilisation and culture he found ip
Cathay, His account sounded so marvel-
fous that the Europeans would not be-
lieve him. Nevertheless Marco  Polo’s
account served as a stimulus to explora-
tion and at the same time aroused a de-
sire on the part of merchants to trade
with the rich East (India and China).

Spencer Digby photograph
DR. LAI.YUNG LI

In fact, it stimulated Columbus to search
for the “Indies”, and resulted in the dis-
covery of your Continent.

During the next dynasties, Ming
(1368-1644) and Ching (Manchu-1662
on), China received repeated “calls”
from the Portuguese, Italians, French,
Dutch, British, and the United States
merchants and priests. Thus, East met
West! It must have been a great ex-
perience when the strangers first met.
What a sight it must have been to see
both parties using all means they had
to express themselves. At these early
contacts, the Chinese were not accus-
tomed to dealing with other govern-
ments on the basis of equality and re-
garded all foreign envoys as bearers of
tribute. It was something like a daring
young man trying to woo the Princess.
The Princess was shy but full of pride,
while the young man was persistent and
aggressive. Misunderstanding of the for-
eigners, disintegration of its own gov-
ernment, and the opportune aggression
of the western powers, have brought a
long series of unequal treaties to China
(from 1842 to 1900). Only the Chinese
can fully understand the mnation’s dry
sorrow over these humiliations, their
“blood-boiling” anger and bitterness.

Ching Reborn

Then on October 10, 1911, Dr. Sun
Yat Sen, convinced of the complete in-
competence and hopelessness of the Man-
chu government, successfully launched
his historic revolution resulting in the
birth of the Republic of China. Thus
was China reborn—oalled Chung Hua
Min Kuo or Central-flowery-people’s
country!

Maybe the change was too sudden for
the slow moving masses, but then revo-
lution is always sudden, and the first fif-
teen years of the Republic were full of
regrettable events—internal fighting be-
tween the war lords, Communist troubles,
and Japanese aggression. Then the
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