But The MBC Goes Mafching On!

MARIE NEY
Imperturbably Elizabeth
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and it is the sole provider of entertain-
ment for people who are in urgent need
of diversion but who are for obvious rea-
sons tied to their homes and no longer
able to visit the theatre or cinema. It
is the main fount of reliable news and
information. And it is the safest and
quickest channel through which the
authorities can issue essential instruc-
tions,

BBC to MBC

When the war in the Pacific broke
out, the MBC had to adapt itself to blitz
conditions, and, whatever the difficulties,
it had to fulfil all those functions which
the BBC had carried out in London. In
one way the task was easier. The Japan-
ese never raided Singapore with the
same ferocity and consistency as the
Germans raided Britain, and I can't re-
member a single night when it was im-
possible to have at least a few hours
of peaceful sleep or a day when there
were not periods of calm — except to-
wards the very end. On the other hand,
we had nothing in the way of under-
ground or even soundproof studios. OCur
equipment was extremely primitive, in
fact, . ..

The Show Went On

My job was to look after talks and
all “live” productions. In putting on
plays I had the assistance of a very
distinguished New Zealander, Miss
Marie Ney, who ranks now among the
first ten of London's actresses. I shall
never forget the example of courage and
hard work which she set during those
anxious and dangerous weeks. I well re-
member one occasion when she was por-
traying the part of Queen Elizabeth in
a little one-act play which we had
adapted for radio. The guns were boom-
ing, and the studio was literally being
shaken by explosions. But Marie Ney
remained, imperturbably, Elizabeth, the
great English queen whose nerve was
proof against the machinations of any
foreign foe, and who had “the heart and
stomach of a King.”

Devotion of Asiatics

When I first arrived in Singapore, I
heard a good deal of rather dismal
speculation about how the Asiatics

would stand up to bad air raids. Well,
from my experience of them in the
MBC, I've no doubt at all in my mind
that they behaved every bit as selﬂesslyl
and gallantly as their fellow members of
the British Empire in London and other
blitzed towns of Britain. Not one of them
was ever known to desert his post in an
emergency. And when I say this T am
thinking not only of the top men—pro-
gramme organisers and control engineers
—but of the humblest members of the
staff,

Radio Must be the Vanguard

To-day the members of the MBC staff
are scattered all over the world. Some
are prisoners, some, 1 fear, may have
lpst their lives, some are free in Aus-
tralia, and in India, and some have re-
turned to England, but I like to think,
indeed I know. that the functions of the
Malaya Broadcasting Corporation are
not over; and that the pioneer work
which Eric Davis undertoock was not
done in vain. One day, sooner perhaps
than most people expect, the Allied
Nations must launch an offensive to re-
capture the territories wrested from them
by the Japanese. And when they do so,
the Malayan Broadcasting Corporation
will be needed. For in modern warfare,
I am convinced, a well-equipped radio
organisation must be both the vanguard
and the rearguard of an invading army.

THE LISTENER CROSSWORD
(No. 105)
(Constructed by RW.C.)

|

A
RN

||

Clues Across
2. Nearness
7. Got a tub (anag.),. » .
8. Christopher Marlowe mentions the ‘“‘top-
less towers"” of this city. .
10. Sank cars (anag.}.
11. What to do on the dotted line.
13. Visuatl

15. Gave his name to- certain poils conducted
in U.S.A, .
17. Stap (anag.).

18, Unexpected legacy.

21, Change of heart

22, Tried me for this undesirable quality.
23. I'm stern? Nuts! (Anag.)

Clues Down

1. Make insertions with are and tinplate,
2. Result of a pang,
3. Gum resin used in perfumery.
4. Mixture of tea and ink.
5. Epigram found in 2 across.
6. 1 nail it at the beginning,
9. Eats in a lump (anag.).
12. 'They frequently play 23 across
14, Prim use (anag.).
16. Do swim! (Ansg.)
19. Cares for these.
20. &corch,
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“THE PEOPLES PLAN"

‘A Cuide for the Crisis and Affer

MR. BRIAN DUNNINGHAM,
Director of the Dominion Recon-
struction Movement and the
Crusade for Social Justice.

A vital and interesting booklet—m
every problem on Reconstruction—
Remodelling of Education—Health
and Nutrition—National and Inter-
national Relationships—Finance, etc.,
is dealt with fully by such well-
known writers and speakers as Rev.
Canon Averill, Protessor H. Belshaw,
Dy. Ulrie Williams, Dr. Herbert Sut-
cliffe, Brian Dunningham, John
Hogan, and many others.

Mrs. Roosevelt recently stated that
“The future rests not with any small
group of leaders, but with the per-
sonal responsibility of every citizen.”

It is therefore plain that you
should read “ The People’s Plan” for
Immediate Action, New Leadership
and Social Justice, and make it
widely known amongst your friends.

Copies of “The People’s Plan”
are now available from all Branches
of Whitcombe & Tombs Ltd. and the
Co-operative  Bookshop, 10 New
Regent Street, Christchurch, for 1/«
(posted 1/1), Stamps or Postal Note.

1 feel it my duty to let you know
the instant velief | have obtained by
taking De Witlt's Antacid Powdev.
I suffeved with fervible pains in
my stomach and wmy mothev-in-law
advised De Witt's Antacid Powder.
Getiing at my wits' end, I decided
to try it. I could not believe that
anything could act so magically.
The first dose bvought relief, and
now my tvouble is ended. I can
eat and enjoy anything. Theve is
one regrel—I did not starvt taking
De Witt's Antacid Powder eariiev.”
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A proved remedy for Indigestion, Acid Stomach, Heartburn, R

Flatulence and Gastritis.

ANTACID POWDER

btainable from chemists and stores,
in large sky-blue canisters, price 2/7 (including Sales Tax),

lhave |
ONE
regret

t/l'(/ not start

taking Be Witts earlieP

Every day you continue to suffer from
stomach trouble or indigestion is one
more day of regret for you. But by
starting NOW with De Witt’s Antacid
Powder youn ensure instant relief from
the first dose , . . permanent freedom
from dreaded pains after meals . . .
return of an eat-what-you-like digestion,

De Witt's Antacid Powder neutralises
excess acid in the stomach, the cause of
griping pains. It soothes and protects
the stomach lining and actvally helps
to digest your food. Get a supply of
DeWitt’s Antacid Powder to-day. Take
a dose or two and see how quickiy this
remedy stops your pain and misery,

End stomach troubles now

and eat what you FKke.

Get your sky-blue canister
todey )




