“THE BRAVEST MAN ALIVE”
What Barrie Thought Of Bernard Freyberg

N his report on the battle of
Libya Mr. Churchill told the
House of Commons that the
gallant General Freyberg had
“again” been wounded. That “again”
means in fact ten times, and may
recall to some of our readers the
tribute to Sir Bernard Freyberg in
the recently published life of Sir

James Barrie by Denis Mackail.

remained tremendously impressive. But
Bernard Freyberg adjusted himself,
with something more than ordinary in-
telligence, to flattery and fame. In that
Royal Naval Division, and afterwards,
there were friends of a very different
upbringing and stamp. They couldn’t
and didn’t attempt to hide their admira-
tion, yet as Freyberg passed more and
more into this circle, how easily—if he
hadn’t been Freyberg—it might have
softened him or turned him into a snob.
It didn’t. He remained entirely himself.

GENERAL FREYBERG: A recent photograph of the New Zealand Commander
taken when he was explaining operations to two American observers

We quoted a line or two of this
in a recent editorial. Here is the
full passage:

“It was Lady Scott, fitly enough, who
introduced another hero at the end of
November this year. He was in hos-
pital, recovering from wounds received
at Besaumont-Hame] — but he was
wounded nine times in all-—and Barrie
was taken to see him. Bernard Frey-
berg, V.C., D.S.0.—ultimately with two
bars—-and to be mentioned, before the
war was over, six times in despatches.
Aged, at this moment, twenty-six. In
August, 1914, he had been a dentist in
New Zealand, but had swaited no gen-
eral call to arms. He had &t once made
his own way to England, raising funds
on the way by his spectacular skill at
swimming, had then joined the Hood
Battalion of the Royal Naval Division,
and had been the first to land, in more
than epic conditions, on the coast of
Gallipoli. There he continued to display
such bravery as strongly, though, inac-
curately, to suggest that he was ignorant
of the existence of anything else; and
for the rest of the war he was either
displaying it again or lying in hospital
waiting for another chance. Never has
there been such a man of valour. One
shudders, perhaps, as one thinks of him
as a dentist, Yet one needn’t. Since for
one thing he never returned to his old
profession, and for another, he would
always be quite as kind as he was brave.

“And as simple? Yes and no. Simple
always in every sense connoting hon-

esty and virtue, but the very last man .

to describe as all brawn and body and
no brains. The body, scarred all over,
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The background altered, but nothing
could touch his integrity. If that’s being
simple, then simple is one of the right
words. And of course he was infinitely
simpler than Barrie.

“But there was a link at once. Each,

as it had been with Captain Scott,,

loocked up to the other for qualities
which he envied, and found them, and
friendship as well. Barrie, of course,
contributed all the cunning; was the
one who consciously began playing his
cards. He had met the bravest man in
the world, and if charm could do
it didn’t mean to let him go. But

Freyberg, again like Scott, was dis-
covering a hero himself, and wused
magnetism of another Lkind, ‘You

fad so much to give snd I nothing.’
Untrue, as before, but irresistible from
anyone with a record like this. Thirty
years ' between them .this time, and
Barrie won’t be Barrie if there aten’t
moments of impatience with so much
faith.and trust. The phase is on its way
where sometimies it must be as if he had
conjured up something almost too over-
whelming, and must even show that this

feeling is there, But that’s only on the |

surface. Beneath it, and only just be-
neath it, his love and loyalty are un-
touched. While as for Freyberg’s love
end loyalty, they will never flicker for

‘twenty and a-half more years. Neither

of them ever says this, but they both
knew that a secret relationship is in-
volved., For, of course, if Barrie had
ever had a son, it would have been he

who was the bravest man in the wosld.” §

In the “Land Army” now?
Lady CECILIA SMILEY helps Britain’s War Effort

Lady Cecilia Smiley now “Digs for Victory” on a Leicestershire
farm. But dcsm: arduous conditions her satin-smooth skin hasa't
suffered in the t, thanks te Pond’s two cresms.

Lady Cecilia Smiley is the daughter of the late Lord
Cowley, Her glorious complexion is flawless as &
child’s and has & child’s delicately fiushed fairness,
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“Pond’s Two Creams keep my skin

smooth as satin,”

Pond’s two creams will guard your
complexion as carefully as they guard
Lady Cecilia’s, First, use Pond’s
Cold Cream to cleanse deeply, to
lubricate your skin. It melts down
into the poresand floats out the day’s
dust and. make-up...leaves your
skin immaculately clean. Finish with
Pond’s fluffy Vanishing Cream to
softea any tiny rough patches, to

says LADY CECILIA SMILEY

give your skin a flower-like bloom,
It holds powder perfectly, hour aftet
hour, . . protects your sensitive skin
from sun and wind. Use Pood’s
Cold and Vanishing Creams fogetber
as & complete beguty method . .. they
are laboratory-prepared so that each
enhances the beautifying powers of
the othet.

Sold at all Btores and Chemists in
fubes for your handbags, and tn jarg

Jor yowur dressing table.

NO DRY CHAPPED
“SKINTETERIIE

Keep away soreness,
roughness and dryness
with Lemon Glisco—the
all-lemon skin emollient.
Never fails to saHsfy.
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