HE GREW UP WITH RADIO

Retirement Of Clive Drummond, NBS Chief Announcer

recently from the position of

Chief Announcer with the

National Broadcasting Service
to join a special branch of the Air
Department one of ti.e best
known personalities in New Zealand
broadcasting. He in fact almost grew up
with radio in New Zealand. Signals were
his first interest when he left Motueka
District High School, and the Post and
Telegraph gave him his first opportunity
to practise it. He became a P. and T.
cadet, went from Motueka to a training
school at Oamaru, returned to Motueka,
and was in the Department in
Wellington in 1911 when the Govern-
ment opened a small Moprse wireless
station on Tinakori Hill. The staff was
recruited from the P. and T. Depart-
ment, and young Drummond was one of
six selected for the work. Equipment was
crude then. Morse messages came in
with a compensating signal above them,
and it required a practised ear and in-
tense concentration to pick out the mes-
sage code beneath it. The work became
more and more difficult with the out-
break of war in 1314, Tinakori Hill was
an important link with the Fleet, and
operators had to learn the Navy's codes
and signalling methods. Through a mes-
sage heard and reported by Drummond,
four hours before the main body of the
New Zealand Expeditionary Force was
due to leave Woellington Harbour, the
troops were returned to camp and their
departure was delayed three weeks.

He had intercepted a cipher message
from the Scharnhorst to the Gneisenau
at midnight on the Saturday. It was
transmitted to Australia, decaded there,
and persuaded the authorities that the
convoy was not then strong enough to
meet the threat of the German warships.
Instead of leaving at dawn on the Sun-
day the tropps were disembarked until
the Japanefe Ibouki and bigger ships
from Australian waters joined the little
Philomel and Psyche.

CLIVE DRUMMOND, who retired

was

Service in Mesopotamia

The creation in the second year of
the war of a radio signal unit gave Clive
Prummond another chance to enlarge

® MAKE YOUR OWN REAL
SPARKLING BEER or STOUT

Nothing like PA-BRU ever hefore. Makes
16 large botiles of reat, full-strength beer
or stout. No hops, boiling, straining, or
finings. Simply made with cold water,

Send now—4/- FOR BEER; 4/6 FOR
STOUT (including - two malts required).
PA~-BRU Products, 272 Antigua S8treet,
Christohurch.
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Two years ago J. Richards, Hamliiton, Ont.,
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am{) strangling eveyy night—couldn’t sleep—
expected to die. Mendaco stopped spasms first
night and he hag had none gince—in OVER
T&IO YEARS, Mendaco is so successful it 18

uaranteed to give you free, easy breathing in
g( hours and to stop your Asthma completely
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CLIVE DRUMMOND
Intercepted enemy signals

his experience. He joined the unit as an
operator and served for the “duration”
in Mesopotamia. The work of the unit
limited the scope of roving natives

whose amusement it had been to cut
and steal the overland wires of the
Engineers,

He worked for a little after the war
in the Post and Telegraph Department’s
Money Order and Savings Bank branch,
but was soon back on Tinakori Hill. Sub-
sequently he and other radio enthusiasts
developed a small station in Wellington
with a five-watt transmitter, Life was
all thrills for radio men in those days.
In 1924 came another for Drummond.
The All Blacks had gone unbeaten
through their tour of the British Isles
The last match was to be played at
Twickenham, By arrangement _with
Auckland Pacific Cables, 2YK secured
the score at 17 minutes before 3 o’clock
on the Sunday morning and was broad-
casting it two and a-quarter minutes
later. The message was repeated at in-
tervals and the following week letters
were received from 63 listeners who had
heard the first broadcast.

When the Dominion Radic Company
arrived on the scene, Clive Drummond
was asked to be announcer. He put his
money on radio, and his first big score
of 63 mounted eventually to a daily aud-

WHY Surrer WITH
~ RHEUMATISM ?

HEN there is such a proven

remedy as McCormack’s
Rheumatic Cure available.
Since placing his remedy on
the market, at the request of
friends who have received
benefit from the treatment, Mr.,
McCormack has had numerous
letters from people who have
received remarkable cures. .
To convince you of the
genuineness of his remedy, Mr.
McCormack invites you to
write to him for the names and
addresses of some of those who
have been cured, and who have
expressed their willingness to

advise Rbeumatic Sufferers
about the success of the treat-
ment.

Write to Mr, McCormack, Box
462 A, Christchurch, for these
addresses, or, if you want to
take the cure right away, send
£1 for one montH's treatment.
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gives you stations

FASTER!

DPEALERS

ience of anything up to 300,000,

: NAME any overseas station on any
standard chart, and this powerful
7 Valve H.M.V. will tune it in immedi-

ately,

Has 4 short wave bands on 18

jong inclined dial to make station find-
ing easy, and Spread Band tuning to
pull in the short wave stations as accur-
ately and as easily as your focal YA or

Z8B station,

And with all this— .M.V,

quality of tone and reproduction to
ensure you radio at its best. Yes! it has

a Magic Eye, too.
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CLEARER!

Hear H.M.V. before
you decide.

EVERYWHERE

Or write to HIS MASTER’S VOICE (N.2.) LTD., Wakefisld Street, Welllngton,
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for full detalls.




