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DR. JEKYLL AND MR. HYDE

(Continued from previous page)

simple-minded maidens, had been given
this picturesque part, whereas Lana Tur-
ner, who has specialised in being some-
what of a lass, had landed the role of
Dr. Jekyll’s lily-souled fiancée. Interest-
ing but not regrettable; for quite the
best bit of acting in the film is Miss
Bergman’s portrayal of the unfortunate
girl whose physical allure plays such
havoc with Dr. Jekyll's libido, with the
result that she finds herself in the
clutches of the bestial Mr. Hyde.
Miriam Hopkins did this part with
Frederic March, but here at least I
prefer the new love to the old.

Miss Bergman, in fact, is so attrac-
tive that one can hardly blame Dr.
Jekyll for being tempted—or for having
succumbed, for that matter. Anyway,
jsn’t the whole moral —a moral which
has been a godsend to many a parson
in search of & sermon -— a trifle one-
sided? Poor Dr. Jekyll deservedly comes
to grief for allowing his evil nature to
get out in the daylight and go on the
loose, but apart from one good scene at
a dinner party when the presumptuous
doctor arouses the indignation of a
bunch of smug, strait-laced Victorians
by the mere suggestion that they are all
occasionally capable of naughty thoughts,
there isn't much criticism of the social
hypocrisy which is as much responsible
for producing Mr. Hyde as Dr. Jekyll’s
chemicals. And it might even be argued
that if Dr. Jekyll bhadn’t been so
deucedly high-minded when he said
good-night to his little barmaid that first
time, none of the subsequent trouble
would have arisen. But then, of course,
there’d have been no story for Steven-
son to write or Hollywood to make three
pictures about-—though there would still
have been plenty of material for

sermons!
*« % *

OWEVER, let me not myself be led

astray by psychology from my argu-
ment that in a morality play like Dr.
Jekyll and Mr, Hyde, the accent should
be plainly on such simple emotions
as fear and horror. Quite possibly
you'll disagree with that, in which case
you'll likely enjoy the film more than I
did. Or you may think that there’s quite
enough horror as it is. I must admit
that, from the gasps and giggles all
around me in the audience, a good many
people were apparently having their
money’s worth of sensations — particu-
larly two sweet young things in the row
just behind. So obviously were they im-
pressed by all this evidence of latent
wickedness in the male sex that I could
hardly forbear to creep up behind them
in the crowd as we went out and say
“ Boo, look out, I'm Mr. Hyde!"

The inspiration of many a nightmare and
many a sermon, “Dr. Jekyl and Mr. Hyde”
was itself the product of a nightmare. The
story goes that in 1886 R. L. Stevenson was
very sick with tuberculosis and awoke one
night f{rom a particularly bad dream. “l was
dreaming a fine bogy tale’ he told his
wife, and there and then he began sketching
out the plot of Jekyll and Hyde. His dream
took him only as far as the trans-
formation scene, but within three days,
despite his illness, Stevenson had finished the
first draft of the story. Within three days
more the whole novel was completed—a
phenomenal average of 10,000 words a day.
It was a best-seller from the moment of
publicati b a classic of the stage,
and subsequently a popul bject with

Hollywood film producers.
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Now, more than ever before
it is vital to invest in

39 NATIONAL SAVINGS

(State Guaranteed.)

It's up to you—the power lies in your hands. If you can’t drive a tank
you can help to pay the fighting man who does.

Bank Heavily and Often in Your

'NATIONAL SAVINGS

ACCOUNT I
. Issued by

. Invest in 3% Savings Bonds. N.Z. NATIONAL SAVINGS COMMITTEE,
WELLINGTON.
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