THE MILITARY STRENGTH Or THE U.S.
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“Total defence for America
means first a powerful striking
fist—a fist that can both ward off OFFICERS
enemy attacks and make counter THE U S ARMY AND
attacks itselt” says “Building bl MEN
America,’ a periodical published '
by the Society of Curriculum !
Study, New York, in association 6 o
with Columbia University. In an W WW[
article headed “Total Defence
Means a Strong Army and Navy,” f 1,515,468
the paper analyses, with diagrams g
which are reproduced here, the EACK SYMBOL > 500 TANKS
war power of the United States
as it stcod in October of this @
year, and its likely expansion MAY 1940 4o
within the next six months.

“It means strength in fortifica- MAY 194 ] @ﬁg @ @ 1500

tions and in army, navy and air

bases. But it also means mobile L X oy - Y .
cirking power that - can move I iory G Srvee R, SN
guickly to any point where danger .
threatens. The Navy is our first
i’,’;,i,gz,icydiﬁ?cf}'_s_ héoatsr?f;suafé The progress made, to May, 1941, in U.S. Army personnel and tank equipment, and an estimate of increase for 1942.
is under the Navy's command.
Until 1940 America felt safe with
a one-ocean navy and the Panama
Canal, through which our ships MAY 1940 MAY | A
could pass quickly from ocean to OFFICERS AY 1941 . JANVARY 1942
ocean. But with the possibility ) AND g 8 6 9 o ¢ © 8 9 ©
that Asiatic and European nations
might combine for attack on East THE U.S. NAVY MEN n R x ” x N N R n
and West coasts at the same time, 146,939 242,437 310,000 EACH SYMBOL =50,000
Congress voted appropriations to
build up a two-ocean navy cap- BATTLESHIPS AIRCRAFY CARRIERS
able of defending America from BUILDING BUILDING BUILT
the entire world if need be, .
“In building up this sea power, MAY 1940
America fs increasing its fighting )
ships (see diagram) and naval JAN.1942
aeroplanes. On june 30, 1940, the .
strength of the U.S. naval fight-

1,320,000

3y ing force was less than 85,000. CRUVISERS
1 By 1946 it is expected to reach BUILDING
600,000.

MAY 1940

“Our Army is our second line
of defence. In times of peace our
Regular Army has always been a JAN. 1942
small one, made up of profes-
sional soldiers and enlisted men.
Each State has a HHational Guard

of volunteers, which can be called The progress, up to May, 1941, in the U.S. Navy's shipbuilding and personnel programme and our estimate of increase for 1942.

out by ifs State Governor for
focal needs. It becomes a part
of the U.S. Army in times of
MAY 1940 * i * 6,246
PILOTS ***i** '
‘ MAY 194 11,000
JAN. 1942 * * * * i * * ** * * 22,000

national emergency.
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“According to, the testimony of

the Chief of Staff of the U.S.
Army, from two fo four million
men are necessary for defence,
Laws passed by Congress in 1940
authorised a minimum army of
one and a quarfer million, and
on July 15, 1941, America had
one and a half million ftrained,
or in fraining. The National
Guard had been called into Ser-
vice, and ‘new volunteers had
formed State -Guards.

“There are serious problems in
America’s effort fto build —up
quickly a striking fist prepared to
meet any enemy or possible com-
bination of enemies. All the
machines of war, from battieships
fo tommy guns, must be in-
creased in number, and men
must be trained quickly to use
thern effectively.”
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’ Showing the progress made in milikary aircraft production and trained pilots up to May, 1941, with estimates for 1942,
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