
To The Editor

COWS AND
CARAVANS
IR,-MayI congratulate you upon the
able interrogation which evidently
took place before the interview entitled
"Cows and Caravans" was published the
other week. One is impressed with the
note of enjoyment which runs through the
experiences related by the women con-
cerned. After one year in the field, it is
now an established fact that women can
"carry on for the duration," and longerif required, as Herd Testers.
"Cows and Caravans" has appeared at
an opportune moment for another course
for the training of a further 30 women
has just been decided upon, and will
take place at either Lincoln or Massey
Agricultural Colleges in November.
Selections will be made from applicants
who are country women between the
ages of 20 and 35 years, in good health,
and preferably with dairy-farming experi-
ence. Education should be at least pro-
ficiency standard. Tact and a pleasant
address are qualities which herd testers
should possess.
While there is much fun in the life
of a herd tester, it must be realised that
there is serious and responsible work to
be done, too. The Herd Recording Moye-
ment is an organisation which has
achieved its present usefulness and im-
portance only through years of hard
work and surmounting of difficulties. It
relies largely upon its herd testers to
not only test milk for butterfat content,
but also to collect valuable information
which after being dealt with by a speci-
ally trained staff, is submitted again to
the farmer in the form of statistics on
diseases, causes of low production and
many more vitally important matters
concerning the industry as a whole and
the farmer in particular. It can be seen
therefore, that it is an important service
organisation, relying upon its recording
officers for faithful and efficient service.
A good officer also endeavours to
assimilate knowledge in farming practice
which can be passed on for the benefit
of others. She aims, too, to obtain the
maximum information from the farmer’s
testing records, thus enabling him to gain
the greatest possible advantage from the
herd recording service. Food being as
vital as guns to-day, and the production
of it New Zealand’s particular job the
importance of carrying on herd testing
efficiently can readily, be seen. In short,it is a real war effort.
I personally believe that apart from
the physical strength required-a not
insurmountable difficulty-women of a
certain standard are particularly suitable
for the work. So long as we bring honesty
of purpose, a willingness to serve and to
learn, the rest will be added unto us.
From a woman’s point of view, particu-
larly a country woman’s, with no other
prospect than that of staying at home
with no special job to do and little scope
for self-expression, it is a heaven-sent

opportunity for an independent life-
particularly as a lesser number of women
will have opportunity for marriage.
It should be made quite clear that
those unsung war-workers, the wives and
daughters of dairy-farmers- now nobly
filling the gaps made by the enlistment
of men who formerly were engaged in

farming, are not included in the invita-
tion to become herd testers. Herd test-
ing, of course, comes next to farming.D. M. E. SILSON

Hon. Secretary,
Women’s Herd Testers’ Reserve,
C/o P.O. Box 866,
Wellington.
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PUFFED WHEAT 61OR PUFFED RICE
Whole,naturalgrains,puffedeight times normal
size and delicately toasted that'$Puffed Rice
and Puffed Wheat, two of the most delicious
light-as-aircerealseverproduced.

They're marvellous for breakfast, served with
honeyor cream8 they're decorative and different
smothered on chocolate cakes and iced sponges
andtheyadd tasteappealco soupS, jellies, vege-
tables,custards,cookies_infactalmosteverydish.
Keepa packetof each in the pantry. They're

a

grand standby and they're packed with real 0
nutriment. 0 6

ThewordSANITARIUMSambariw isa guaranteeofpurity:
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WEET-BIX GRANOSE
BIXIES SAN BRAN:

PUFFEDWHEAT
If it's a Sanitarium Health PUFFEDRICEFood 1 it must be good.
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