A LITTLE CHILD LED
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1H=Year=0ld Conductor

For Great Symphony Orchestra

‘ Ji 7 HEN the members of the NBC
Summer Symphony Orchestra

of America — the orchestra

which Toscanini had whipped

into one of the world’s finest—first saw
their conductor for the new season, they
laughed. Not unnaturally, perhaps, for
who could imagine an 11 year-old boy
conducting a full symphony orchestra?
Certainly not the public; least of all the
men whom he must lead and direct,
After one rtehearsal under the baton of
Lorin Maazel, however, the orchestra
was prepared to admit that they had
been wrong. Plump, mop-haired, and
hardly bigger than a ’cello, Lorin is not
the conventional idea of a child prodigy.
With precocious composure and in a

LORIN MAAZEL
They laughed when he stood up to play

vatiable treble voice, he politely pre-
faced his requests with “Could I ask?”
or “Might I have?” pronounced the
string section first “messy” then “much
better”; and gently chided a clarinettist
who altered the beat., He rarely con-
sulted the score, and then only to refer
to numbered sections, for he knows 22
symphonic works by heart. Critical
listeners to his two Saturday night
broadcasts were amazed at his interpre-
tation of such music as Wagner's
“Rienzi” Overture, Mendelssohn’s
“Italian Symphony” and Dika Newlin’s
“Cradle Song.”

Lorin was born of American parents
in the Parisian suburb of Neuilly. His
father, a singing teacher, later tock his
wonder child to Los Angeles in order to
develop - his musical talents, There,
Lorin studied the piano and violin, snd
was “discovered” to the orchestral world
through a Haydn score which his father
gave him four years ago. This also intro-
duced him to Viadimir Bakaleinikoff,
assistant conductor of the Pittsburgh
Symphony Orchestra, who is still his
teacher,

In the past three years, Lorin has
conducted sevem orchestras, of which the
best before the NBC Symphony was the
Los Angeles Philharmonic. His beat is
precise, his gestures are graceful, and he
has one gift from the gods; absolute
pitch, i.e, ability to place a note with-
out help from any instrument.

Lorin Maazel is very much older than
his years. After the first rehearsal, he
said, “I hope I got the men with me, I
tried to.” And later: “I still have a lot
of hard work ahead of me. I am con-
stantly studying. I have yet to prove
my mettle,”
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happily the experiments didn’t go at all
well, and at odd intervals the residents
in our street would be alarmed by dull,
heavy explosions which, most of them
decided, came from somewhere deep be-
neath our section,

We ourselves professed equal alarm
and bewilderment as to the source of the
explosions, and eventually the street
agreed that they were evidence of sud-
den and unsuspected volcanic activity.
and gloomily prophesied that our street
would go sky-high some day. Letters
have even appeared in the papers about
it, and many property owners have shown
such eagerness to dispose of their homes
and move to other suburbs thot, but for
the special circumstances, I wish I had
sufficient ready money to do a little
speculating in house property.

ATELY the explosions have been

heavier and more frequent, and I
can only marvel at the heroism of
Arbuthnot’s persistence. He has hardly
any hair or eyebrows left, and 1 fear
that he will suffer permanent deafness.
Fortunately I have managed to persuade
my mother to take a long holiday in the
country.

This morning Arbuthnot told me that
he intends to risk everything in a
supreme test. He will carry the experi-
ment a stage further, with quantities of
material considerably greater than he
has been using hitherto. He will also
introduce a2 modification which he hopes
will curb this compound’s sorry habit of
shedding odd molecules at inconvenient
times, and if all goes well one of the
greatest and most daring experiments in
the history of science will be brought to
a successful conclusion at approximately
four-thirty this afternoon.

If all does not go well, I hate to think
what will happen. The quantities Arbuth-
not is using are so large that one's brain
reels at the thought. But Arbuthnot and
I are agreed that whatever the sacrifice
involved, the experiment must be com-
pleted.

ALF an hour ago I shook hands with
him and assisted him through the
trapdoor at the head of the shaft in the
back garden. He has given me a draft
of notes dealing with the experiment,
and if the worst happens, I am to hand
them over to the Government.

It is now exactly two o’clock, and I
must catch a tram to the city. Between
now and four-thirty I must put as many
miles as possible between myself and
Arbuthnot’s experiment.
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PHILCO Model 710
Radio Gramophone

NEW POWER...NEW TONE...
NEW BEAUTY ... NEW VALUE

Consistent feadership in any field is the truest guide to
quality and value . . . For it means that that product has
been tested and proved in the testing ground of public opinion,
Such o product is Phiico Radio , . . for 11 consecutive years
first in sales in the radio field . . , last year reaching the
record total of over 2,000,000 sets sold in the one year.” Now
comes the new Philco . . . with amazing power on both short-
wave and broodcost bonds . . . with exceptional sensitivity and
selectivity . . . with a remarkable clority of reception and
freedom from noise and distortion . . . with glorious purity of
tone . . . and with distinctive new beauty of cabinet design.
Phone, write or call for o free demonstration. Set and valves
guaranteed for 12 months.-

NEW ZEALAND DISTRIBUTORS:

EXTRA LIBERAL
TRADE-IN
ALLOWANCE

ON YOUR OLD

RADIO, PIANO

OR MUSICAL

INSTRUMENT

BEGG'S SELL
ON THE
BEST TERMS
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DUNEDIN,

WELLINGTON, CHRISTCHURCH,
NELSON, TIMARU, OAMARU, INYERCARGILL.

PROVINCIAL DEALERS
NORTH ISLAND: Homilton, Newton King Ltd; Anchor & Co. Ltd, . .

AUCKLAND,

. Te Awa=
.. Thames, 5. F. Wood . 5 ,A\;‘Vaiuku, H.
i n . . . Wellsford, Gorbey & Dudding . . Pukekohe, H. T. Moore . .,
E::%Lol:grsg, H. D. Cronin .' .. Hzmtly, Malcoim’s Radic Service . . . Cambridge,
D. L. Hastie , , . Maotameta, G. N. Stanley . . . Mornnsv;ile, Bert Robson . . ,
Putaruru, Newton King Ltd. . . . Te Arohe, Pearson’s Radio Service . . . Waihi,
Gracey & Binnie . . Rotorua, P E._W. Butier . . . Qtorohango, J. B. Eclin Ltd.
Te Kuiti, Phoenix Motors . . . Tauranga, Radio Specialties Ltd. . . . Whaka-
tane, R. Oxepham . . . National Park, L C. Little ., . Whaongarei, K. Hozletlr ..
Kaoikohe, Northland Radios . . Koitaia, H A. Timbers . . Moerewa, V\:onoce
Supplies Ltd. , ., , Dargaville, H. W. Gaukradger . . . Gisborne, R. Wyke, -Ciare &
Jones Ltd. ! Wairoa, J D. Parminter , . . Napier, Wireless Service Co. Ltd.;
Harstons Ltd.#  , Hastings, Wireless Service Co Ltd. . . . Waipawe, Limbrick Bros.
. . Waipukuray, Guilliard Radio Service . . . 'Dannewrke, K. A. Nash . . . Marton,
Rangitikei Radios . . New Plymouth, McNeili's . Stratford, H. M. Locey & Co.

mutu, Newton King Ltd., Benretts Lid.

Hawera, Peacock & Wills . . . Feilding, Dewe & Whitehead . . . Bulls, C. H.
'Ed'wérdsov.leA . Wangonui, The General Machinery Co.; Emmeft's Lid. . . . Palmerston
North, The Generai Machinery Co.; Radford Radio Sales . . Levin, Kirgsway

- Furnishers Ltd. . . . Pahiotua, Russ Merrie . . . Masterton, W. H Saunders ., ,

terton Furnishing Co . Featherston, M. N. Harde & Sons Lid.
C‘.m.erbﬁ\?rltir(l:b%rr:l;gh, M. N. Hc?rdle .. . Lower Hutt, lenness Music Store.
OUTH ISLAND: Christchurch, Rangiora, - Howarden, Kaikoura, Blenheim, ' The
Emmers‘ " Southbridge, M. H. Boyd . . . Greymouth, Ford’; Music Store ., ,
Ashburton, K. D. Mcliraith . . . Hokitika, Spiers Electrical Service . . . Westport,
3. H. Greenwood & Co. . . . Akaroa, J. D. Smith , Reefton, G. E. Hubbard
... Clyde, G. Cashiori . . . Gore, Raymond Lusk & Co. ., . Renfurly, George Bell
"7 " Cromwell, R. }. Lawrie . . . Palmerston South, J. F, Warren , .. Winton, G,
R. Conroy. . . Riverton, W. E. Diack , , . Lumsden, G. Tomlin , , , Wyndham, Burn's
Motor Garage . . . Waianiwa, C. R. McNeill . . . Lowrence, Tuapeka Motors Ltd.
., . Tuatapere, W, J, Henderson.
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