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EORGE GERSHWIN, the
G American composer who died in

1937 ot the age of 38 is the

subject of =& series of pro-
grammes The Music of Gershwin which
will soon be heard over the ZB stations,
These programmes, which have been
compiled by the CBS Head Office pro-
gramme department, will feature a
number of unusual
recordings specially
imported from
America, They il-
lustrate clearly the
remarkable  versa-
tility of this com-
poser of symphonic
jazz, one of the few
who have seriously
attempted to bridge
the gap which sep-
arates the dance
band from the sym-
phony orchestra.

In his twenties, Gershwin was a typ-
ical product of Tin Pan Alley. Born in
New York of Jewish parentage, and
brought up in the jumbled poverty of
the East Side, he took naturally to
writing the slick, easy, popular songs
which even fifteen years or so ago were
beginning to bring in phenomenal roy-
alties to their composers.

There are many stories of his pro-
gression from writer of Broadway hits
to serious composer, According to one,
he was making a crossing on a trans-
Atlantic steamer when Aaron Copland,
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Marie: Je ne sais trop; quelquechose
de léger,

Louis: Un oeuf & la coque? non . . »
un bouillon peut-étre?

Marie: Oui, c’est ¢a, un bouillon bien
chaud et un petit pain. .

Louis: Rien que ¢a? Ce n’est pas
beaucoup. Garcon!

Gargon: Madame et monsieur désir-
ent? )

Louis: Qu-est-ce qu'il y a comm
viandes froides? ) :

Gargon: Nous avons du jambon, du
boeuf, du veau, et du saucisson.

Louis: Qu'est-ce que vous recomman-
der?

Gargon: Pourquoi monsieur ne prend-
il pas une assiette de viandes assorties?
Une assiette anglaise?

Louis: Fameuse idée! Nous disons
donc: pour Madame un bouillon bien
chaud et un petit pain et pour moi,
une assiette anglaise et une salade de
laitue avec des fines herbes, du pain et
du beurre.

Gargom: Bien monsieur;
boisson?

Louis: Vous avez de bon bourgogne?

Geargon: Notre Beaujolais 1921, cest
du soleil en bouteille!

Marie: Oh! Oh! Du soleil en bou-
teille! Voila qui me fait venir ’eau a
la bouche!

. Louis: Eh bien! apportez-nous donc
une demi-bouteille de ce vin qui vous
rend si poétique. Mais surtout, faites
vitet

Gargon: Vous serez servi dans un
Instant. .

Chanson: Le Pont du Nord,
(Voir legon 3.)

et comme
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the Jewish composer, told him he ought
to study and become a real musician.
He took the advice to heart, studied
under Reuben Goldmark and Nadia
Boulanger, and wrote Rhapsody in Blue.

The first product of Gershwin’s new
career was introduced to the public in
1924 by Paul Whiteman, and it is still
debated in musical circles in America
whether it was Paul Whiteman who
made Gershwin, or Gershwin whe made
Paul Whiteman, The following year

Walter Damrosch conducted Gershwin’s
Piano Concerfo in F at the Carnegie
Hall, New York, and America began to
realise that here was a new musical
prophet,

Critics have remarked that Gershwin’s
command of the classical medium is
not as sure as his touch in popular
music, and some doubt has been ex-
pressed as to whether his essays in
classical jazz will seemn as important in
fifty years as they do now. In its com-
plete form, it has been pointed out, the
longwindedness of the Rhapsody in Blue
is not entirely justified by the title.

Gershwin’s more pretentious works
were the Rhapsody, two concertos, the
composition An American in Paris, and
an elaborate rumba which he brought
back from Cuba, but it is thought that
his reputation will rest more on his
shorter pieces for piano solo.

The first Gershwin programme will
be heard from 2ZB on Sunday, Sep«
tember 21, and from 1ZB the followw
ing Sunday. The second programme
is also on its rounds, and will ba
heard from 3ZB on September 21,
and from 2ZB and 12ZB on successive
Sundays.
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