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This Thing Called Love is bright, far-
cial entertainment-particularly if you
like the comedy styles of Rosalind Rus-
sell and Melvyn Douglas. They work
well in partnership,
THE CIRCUS
(Mosfilm)

ELLINGTON is having a
season of Continental films

once again. It is welcome news
to picture-goers, who are begin-
ning to get a little critical (and

who doesn’t, at some time or another?),
of Hollywood’s endless variations on the
same old themes. Presumably the show-
ing of a Soviet-made film within such
a short time of the new alignment has
its political implications, too; in any
case, it helps to illustrate how quickly
and adroitly some péople must be pre-
pared to shift their positions these un
certain days.
The Circus is probably the best
Russian film that could have been chosen
to open the season. True, it has no Eng-
lish captions to aid the picturegoer
stumbling in the darkness of the Rus-
sian language, but the story is so simply
and directly told that this doesn’t matter
much. More important, The Circus is
light and bright and well laced with
comedy, which may serve to reassure
some people who think that all Soviet
films are sombre, heavy-footed vehicles
for Communist propaganda.
There is a certain amount of propa-
ganda, but it is not propaganda for any
particular brand of politics, The moral
which the story points, very carefully
and subtly, is that a child, whatever the
circumstances of its birth and whether
it be white, black, or the result of union
between white and black, is a human
being, and just as entitled to life,
liberty, and the pursuit of happiness as
you and I. Which is good Christian
philosophy whichever way you look at
it.
In this instance, the producers of The
Circus have gone as far as claiming thatit is uncharitable to criticise a white
woman for havinga child bya black man,
People who find their eyebrows rising
at this can dismiss it, if they like, as
merely the Soviet way of solving the
many problems of race and colour with-
in the borders of the U.S.S.R. ;

The story is a simple one. A white
woman who has a child by an American
negro, flees from racial persecution in
company with a German circus artist,
who shares her secret and befriends her.
In Moscow, the woman falls in love
with a Red Army officer, son of a cir-
cus manager. The German (who has, by
the way, a resemblance to Anthony
Eden, which one can only describe as
unfortunate), is thereupon enraged, and
threatens to reveal her secret. When he
is finally persuaded that her love is in-
deed another’s, he does betray her, but
to her surprise the ‘audience, good
Soviet citizens all, laugh and hiss at him,
acclaim the woman and her Red Army
lover, and sing old Russian cradle songs
to the kinky-haired child.
The acting, particularly that of the
three main players, is of a high standard,
though it is difficult at times not to
laugh at the sheer villainy of the
Anthony Edenish German. In part, it is
recognisable asthe application of a tech-
nique for which certain great directors of

the Moscow theatre have become widely
renowned. The hero, for instance, elated
at the discovery that the beautiful cir-
cus star really does love him, turns cart-
wheels and somersaults to express his
joy; the villain, having laid a particu-
larly mean trap, wraps his cloak drama-
tically around him and vanishes into
thin air. Tricks not as obvious and un-
subtle as one might think.
It is hard to know how to rate The
Circus from the point of view of enter-
tainment, so we will leave our little man
just sitting in his seat, and if you like,
you can imagine that he has a non-com-
mittal look on his face. Myself, I
enjoyed it.
ADAM HAD FOUR SONS
(Columbia)
DAM (Warner Baxter) not
only had four sons, but also
a .wife, a young Continental
governess, a large house, a fat
bank account. and several cars.

For myself, I'd be willing to settle for
the governess. She is Ingrid Bergman,
the Swedish actress who made her debut
about a year ago opposite Leslie Howard
in Intermezzo and hasn’t been seen
since. Why Hollywood has neglected her
in the meantime I can’t understand, be-
cause she has intelligence as well as
good looks, and there is an intensity in
her acting which gives interest to the
most stiltedly melodramatic situations
(of which there are a good number in
this picture).
As for Adam, it takes him much more
than a year to become fully aware of
Miss Bergman’s qualities; it takes him,
in fact, from just before the stock mar-
ket crash on Wall Street in 1907 until
just after Great War 1. In the mean-
time he has lost his worldly goods (but
regains them thanks to the war boom),
and his wife, and has had a packet of
trouble from his sons. Except for one
brief period when she is sent back to
the Continent while Adam reconquers
Wall Street, the governess remains
throughout these trying times (they are
also rather trying for the audience) as
a benign influence in the family, acting
as a kind. of shock-absorber between
Adam and adversity. Chief serpent in
Adam’s garden is Susan Hayward who,
as the wife of one of his sons, is re-
sponsible for at least half the grey hairs
which appear in Warner Baxter’s make-
up toward the end of the picture. She
makes nasty mischief between the
brothers, plots to oust the governess
from the garden. But in the end it is
the governess who shows the serpent
the exit.
Enlivened though it occasionally is by
the minxing of Susan Hayward, Adam
Had Four Sons would be a very dreary
family chronicle were it not for the
personality of Ingrid Bergman,
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PHILCOS
SOLD IN ONE YEAR
1940, Philco'sIthyearofundisputedleadership in the radio
field, saw the record figureof twomillion Philco radiospro-
ducedandsold in theoneyear.Noother radiomanufacturerhas ever before even approached such a record-breaking
figure: Philco has always concentrated particularly on the
development of radio, and the Company'S research and
engineeringdivisionsto-dayemployover300experts: Forthis
year Philco offers sensational advancements in shortwave1I
reception MiracleListening and haveproduced an ex-
tensive rangeofall-wave receivers. If you want the best in
radio Thegreatestadvancement in radiotechnique
The finestvalue Anddistinctivelydesignedmoderncab
inets YOUWANTA PHILCO.

Only Philco could have produced such
masterpiece as this sensational world-
range TI-valve radio. Over one hundred
shortwave stations named and located onthe dials. Eight shortwave

10uiz8
dials

spread these stations more than timesfurther apart, enabling you to tune instationswith amazing ease and accuracy.
Covers the entire shortwave band, un-
like most spread-band receivers which
give 0 small coverage only:
See and hear the Philco range before
you buy. Begg'$ sell on the best terms:Liberal trade-in allowance on your old
piano, radio or musical instrument:

SOLE NEW ZEALAND DISTRIBUTORS:

EBegas
AUCKLAND WELLINGTON CHRISTCHURCH, DUNEDIN;
NELSON, TIMARU, OAMARU; INVERCARGILL:

PROVINCIAL DEALERS: Hamilton, NewtonKing,Etd. Anchor 6 Co. Te Awamutu; Newton
King Ltd., Bennetts Ltd. Thames,S. F Wood;Waiuku, H. Richardson; Wellsford, Gorbey6 Dudding; Pukekohe H T Moore; Papakura, H D Cronin; Huntly, MalcolmS Radio
Service; Cambridge, D L Hastie; Matamata, G. Na Stanley; Morrinsville; Bert. Robson;
Putaruru, Newton 'King Ltd:; Te Aroha, Pearson's Radio Service; Te Puke, John Veitch
Ltd:; Waihi Gracey and Binnie; Rotorua, P E. W Butler; Otorohanga, J. B. Edlin Ltd;;Te Kuiti, Phoenix Motors; Tauranga, Radio Specialties "Ltd;; Whakatane, R OxenhamNational Park LS C Little;Whangarei K Haslett; Kaikohe, Northland Radios; Moerewa,
WallaceSuppliesLtd.; H. A Timbers; Dargaville, H. W Goukrodger; Papatoetoe.
Victor Radio 6 Cycle Coy:; R Wyke,and Clare and Jones Ltd:; Wairoa, J D
Parminter; Napier, Harstons Ltd:; Hastings; WirelessService Coy. Ltd. Waipawa, Limbrick
Bros. Waipukurau, Guilliard Radio Service; Dannevirke , K. A Nash; Marton, Rangitikei
Radios; New Plymouth McNeill's;Stratford, H. M: Lacey 6 Co:;Hawera, Peacock6 Wills;
Feilding, Dewe 6 Whitehead; Bulls, C K: Edwards; The General Machinery
Co!Emmett's Ltd. Palmerston North; The General Machinery Radford Radio Sales;
Levin, Kingsway Furnishers Ltd:; Pahiatua, Russ. Merrie; Masterton, W H Saunders;Carterton, Carterton Furnishing Co. Featheston, M; N. Hardie 6 Sons Ltd. Martin-
borough,M N. Hardie; LowerHutt jenFesstMusicStore; Christchurch, Rangiora, Hawardena
Blenheim, The Farmers Southbridge, M: H. Boyd; Greymouth; Ford"s Music Store;
Ashburton; K DSSClyde, G. Cashion; Gore, Raymond Lusk 6 Co.; Ranfurly,George Bell;Cromwell; R J PalmerstonSouth, Ja F Warren;Winton,G R Conroyz
Riverton, W E. Diack; Lumsden, G_

Kocorsinita
Wyndham, Burns" Motor Garage; Waianiwa,

C R McNeill; Lawrence, Tuapeka Motors

Cure For Homesickness
DP you hear the story of the ser-
geant who went into a London tea-
shop, sat down and ordered a cup of
lukewarm tea and a plate of stale bread
and butter, and a slightly musty boiled
egg? The waitress asked him twice to
make sure. When she brought it he
asked, " And would you do me a favour
Miss; would you sit down just for a
minute and nag at me?" She said, "I
will, if you want me to, but why?"
He said, "I’m feeling homesick."-The
BBC Listener.


