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Cutting Down theFlagstaff atKororareka
Soonafter thesigningof theTreatyofWaitangi,HoneHeke,oneofthe
mostcourageousand chivalrousof theearlyMaori leaders,desired to
show his resentmentat the growing influence of the white men over
hispeople. Under thepretextof a personal insult, in the dark early
hoursofJuly8th,1844,HoneHekewithabandoffollowerscommenced
firingtheirmuskets in the young townofKororareka,orRussell asit ig
nowknown: Theymade theirway to theflagstaffonahilloverlooking
the town and theBayof Islands: Here theyperformeda war dance,ROLLYOUR cutdown the flagstaffand carriedaway thesignalballs. Before their
grievances were finally settled, the determined natives cut down the
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