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RE you a Jane Austen enthusiast?

A I certainly am, and I like to think

that the filming of Pride and Pre-

judice has probably brought (to

mix metaphors), a lot of new fans into

the fold. Miss Austen would surely have

been extremely amused to trace the re-

newed interest in her works to Laurence
Olivier’s sex-appeal. \

Pride and Prejudice is the Jane Austen
novel one should read first. You can’t
help enjoying it, and then you naturally
want to read all the others, The charm
of Jane Austen for me lies in the all-
pervading calm of her plots and settings.
They restore your sense of proportion, I
find them particularly efficacious after a
day spent in rushing madly from place to-
place, and getting excited over things

.that don’t really matter. It’s such a

change to find oneself in a world where
the people are all sure of their bread and
butter, and where even the cads have
perfect manners.

Like me, you probably read Emma
at school and loathed it. But when you
get older, you can be far more tolerant
towards Emma’s silliness, Even now,
however, I feel that Emma escaped
rather too easily, considering the harm
she so nearly inflicted on both Harriet
and Jane Fairfax. Jane Austen herself,

WELLINGTON'S
"APPLE QUEEN"

“ AUCKLAND, then Rotorua,” said
Miss “Bunnie” Symon, when we
asked her where she proposed to spend
her fifty-guinea honeymoon. “I've never
been to Auckland, and all I know about
Rotorua comes from guide-books.”

As we reported last week, Miss Symon
is one of the four winners of the Apple
Bride competition, conducted by the
Commercial Broadcasting Service. Bar-
ring accidents, by the time this appears
she will be Mrs. Arthur McGreevey.
She is a typical New Zealand girl. Born
in Oamaru, she was educated at Waitaki
Girls’ High School. But *Bunnie”
wanted g wider life than was offered
by her home-town, so she came north
with a friend, determined to see as
much of the North Island as she could
by working her way from place to place.

Nursing at Pukeora Sanatorium, serv-
ing in a chain store, waitressing in a
hotel are some of the jobs she has
tackled. Until her marriage she was
tending a cigarette machine in a Petone
factory. Hers was too bright a personality
to hide in a chain production of a big
factory, however, and she confesses that
she is happier where she can meet
people and see fresh faces every day.
She met her husband during one of his
trips to Wellington. He is a transport
driver for a Hastings firm, so after the
honeymoon they will live in Hastings.
There’s a house all ready there for them.
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whed wofling on Emma sald e was
writing of a heroine whom she alone
would like.

All those who felt, when reading
Emma, that Jane Fairfax did not get a
square deal, will welcome Naomi Royde-
Smith’s Jane Fairfax. Mrs. Royde-Smith
always felt that Jane was the real heroine
of Emma, but that Miss Austen’s rigid
standards of behaviour stood in the way
of making her and her secret engagement
the centre of the tale. For the lovely
Jane was not, alas, completely straight-
forward. In building up her heroine’s
early life as the adopted daughter of the
philandering Colonel Campbell, Naomi
Royde-Smith has introduced characters
from Miss Austen’s other novels, and
from the works of Thackeray and Fanny
Burney. It is rather amusing to find Mrs,

Eydia Wicktiam ag the gay divorcee with ]
designs on Colonel Campbell, and to
stumble over little Bingleys playing with
their Darcy cousins. .

It would have been so easy to intro-
duce jarring notes in a book that covers
what is, to so many, sacred ground, but
Jane Fairfax should not offend even the
most bigoted Austen lover. The modern
authorship is revealed, however, by its
preoccupation with clothes (Miss
Austen’s heroines never noticed what
they wore), and by the interest shown
by the characters in events outside their
immediate sphere. Jane Fairfax would, X
think, have been less concerned with
Napoleon’s threatened invasion had not
Naomi Royde-Smith written her book in

1940.
—M.L

End Rheumgatism
While You Sieep

If you suffer sharp, stabbing pains, if joints
are Bwollen, it shows your blood is poisoned
through faulty kidney action. Other symptoins
of Kidney Disorders are Burning, Itching Pas-"
sages, “‘Getting vp Nights,'”” Backaches, Lum-
bago, Leg Pains, Nervousness, Dizziness,
Headaches, Colds, Puffy Ankles, Circles under
Eyes, Lack of Energy, Appetite, etc, Ordinary
medicines can’t help much~-you must kill the
germs ruining bealth,  Cystex ends these
troubles by removing the cause. Get Cystex
from any Chemist on Guarantee to put you
right or money back. Act Now! In 24 hours
you will feel better and be completely well

in one week. The Guar-
Cystex

antee grotec_tg_ you. Now
in 3 sizes 1710, 4/2,8/3
GUARANTEED for Kidneys, Rheumatism, Bladdes

families.
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Straight-line. design—the box base right
to the floor, inset for foot room. N3 pro-
Jections and an overall finish of easy-to-
clean vitreous enamel.

Large Warming Compartment — deep
and roomy, keeps plates and meals hot
without extra current consumption.

Capacious Oven — large enough for all
Rounded corners and all parts
removable for ease of cleaning. Seven

The Neeco Electric Range has all these .modem. features

Neeco Electric Ranges are displayed at Electrical Supply
Authorities and dealers everywhere and at all branches of

THE NATIONAL ELECTRICAL & ENGINEERING COMPANY LIMITED

WELLINGTON,

CHRISTCHURCH, DUNEDIN,

”EE 00 adds

beauty to your Kitchen
— makes cooking easy

Waist-High Switches — heat Insulated,
can be handled without stooping. Heat
Indicators clearly marked—no peering.

Fast Cooking—The Neeco is an extreme-
ly fast cooking range. Saves time and
current; retains food flavours.

Other Advantages — Self-locking,
counter-balanced oven door; oven ther-
mometer; plug-in hotpoint for Jugs,
toaster, etc.; accessible safety fuses and
many other features,
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