“MASTER OF THE

KING’S MUSICK”

Death Of Sir Walford Davies

HE death of the most popular
and best-known British broad-
caster of music, Sir Walford
Davies, was announced over the
radio from London last week. Sir Wal-
ford set out years ago to expound music
in terms intelligible to the ordinary
listener, and succeeded. The BBC never
had a firer microphone performer, He
understood children, which was probably
the reason why he talked so successfully
to grown-ups. In this connection the fol-
lowing story is told: He was addressing
a large audience of children in Wales
when his lecture was interrupted by
the persistent cat-calls of a crowd of
boys outside the hall. Sir Walford stood
this for a while, then, breaking off in
the middle of a sentence, called out:
“ Come along, boys and girls, let’s get
rid of them!” Jumping down from the
platform, he led his audience in a
charge against the hecklers, who were,
of course-—or what is a story for—
ignominiously routed. Could any young
barbarian resist a lecturer like that?

Sir Walford Davies was born at Os-
westry in Shropshire, 71 years ago, and
began as a chorister at St. George's
Chapel, Windsor, where he studied
under Mr. (later Sir) Walter Parratt,
one-time Master of the Queen’s Musick.
When he won a composition scholarship
at the Royal College of Music in 1890,
he came under the influence of Parry
and Stanford. Five years later he be-
came professor of counterpoint at the
R.CM., then in 1898 was appointed
organist and director of the Temple
Church Choir, Other important academic
posts included Professor of Music at
University College, Aberystwyth, Chair-
man of the National Council of Music
in the University of Wales, Master of
the King's Musick. conductor of the
London Bach Choir, organist at St.
Anne’s Soho, Musical Director of the
Royal Air Force Band, organist of St
George’s Chapel, Windsor and Gresham
Professor of Music.

Sir Walford has composed numerous
works, all of them melodious and
scholarly. As a song writer especially,
he was prolific and most successful.

Both the voice and the music of
Walford Davies have been broadcast
fairly frequently by the NBS. In
Britain his talks on music set millions
of school children composing their own
tunes. One tired surgeon listened to
these talks simply because, as he said,
the voice massaged his spine! The sec-

SIR WALFORD DAVIES

ret of Sir Walford’s success as a broad-
caster was largely his habit of visual-
ising his listeners and sharing his
thoughts with a wvast, friendly, but
critical concourse of minds: “All the
world in one room, the angels over-
hearing.” He had a special interest in
those who were bedridden, or im-
prisoned owing to chronic illness. In
short, he looked upon music not merely
as expression, but as an aid to social
and religious ends.
—B.W.

BBC Reduces VYolume

There can be no increase in the vol-
ume of BBC transmission so long as
enemy raids continue on their pre-
sent scale. Officials stated recently that
listeners must accept periodical reduc-
tions in the volume of transmissions in
the interests of naticnal security. By a
radio station transmitting at full strength,
enemy aircraft can set a course,

The German radio apologised to its
listeners recently: “Germans, we have
to apologise to you for not keeping to
our arranged programmes over the
radio” said the announcer. ¥ This can-
not be helped, as, owing to military
reasons, we cannot always give you the
programmes.”

BRUSH UP YOUR FRENCH

(Continued from previous page)

Dans les arts le monde doit beaucoup
& la TFrance. Architecture, sculpture,
peinture, musique ont atteint en France
la plus haute perfection. Les Frangais ont
créé un des principaux style de l'archi-
tecture. Demandez & votre professeur de
vous montrer un tableau d'une église
gothique.

Paris est le plus grand centre artisti-
que du monde. Les peintres francais ont
créé de nouvelles écoles de peinture
comme le mouvement réaliste. L'artiste
réaliste peint la vie réelle, Millet, par
exemple, nous a donné des tableaux de

la vie rude et laborieuse des paysans.
Essayer de voir une reproduction de sa
fameuse peinture “ Les Glaneuses.”

La France a aussi joué un rdle trés
important dans le développement des
sciences. De nambreux savants, inven-
teurs et philosophes ont contribué a
toutes les sciences modernes, Le plus
grand de tous ces savants est Louis Pas-
teur qui a transformé la médecine et la
chirugie par ses travaux sur les microbeg
et les vaccins. La vie de Pasteur est un
exemple admirable de dévouement a
I’humanité et en le saluant nous saluons
la France et tous ses grands fils,

Chanson; *“ La Marseillaise.”

NEw ZEALAND LISTENER, MARCE 21

@ Wherever men have

a

tradition for smartness they use
GILLETTE. . . the shaving system
that gives cleaner, closer shaves

—the hest shaves money can buy,

J‘quz-plsce RAZOR SETS 8/6 to 25/-
BLUE BILLETTE BLADES 5 for 1/6

STAINLESS GILLETTE BLADES 5 for 2-
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extra fong life are assured.

Your GUARANTEE
of the finest

TORCH BATTERIES
money can buy

Your torch is only as good as the batteries
It is powered with. When you ask for
EVEREADY you know you are getting the
best and most famous Torch Batteries
money can buy. Now made in N.Z. to the
strictest scientific standards, by the world’s
largest dry bat-
tery manuface
turers, factory=
freshness and

Always have an Electric Torch handy in your

home—and one in the car as well. Keep them
rveady for instant use—loaded at all times wit
extra long life EVEREADY Torch Batteries.
Made In New Zealand —that’s why they are
factory-fresh.

Obtainable from Your Local Retailer.
A National Carbon Company Product.
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TORCH und Rudio BATTERIES




