Perpetrated and illustrated by KEN ALEXANDER

CURTAIN!

T is reported from Rome that

Italian students demonstrated

against America a few days
ago. They assembled outside the
Piazza Venezia and shouted for
Mussolini, who did not appear.

A few months ago Mussolini would
have bounded on to the balcony in his
best bib-and-tucker if three ice-cream
vendors and a stray dog had demon-
strated. It was as automatic as a cuckoo
hopping out of a clock. But a lot of
sand has flowed under his army’s heels
since then. ,

There is a pathetic ballad entitled
*Ring Down the Curtain, I Can’t Sing
To-night,” which seems to fit the situa-
tion.

We can imagine what went on behind
that curtain when the students gave the
old college yell against America the

other day -— the chief assistant High-
cockalorum saying, “They cry for you,
Il Duce; shall I fling wide the portals
to the balcony, as of yore?”

“Fling nothing!” answers Mussolini.
“I've had my fling — and what a fling!
Fasten the shutters and draw the cur-
tains — I won't fling to-night.”

“But-—surely, your Excellencissimo!
They cry for youw.”

“Yes, I know - I taught them to.
But there are far too many crying for
me as it is. I could ery for myself —
very easily.”

“But they demonstrate against Amer-
ica, Il Duce. They're good at that kind
of thing. Remember how nicely they
demonstrated against England -— one
of the nicest demonstrations you could
get anywhere.”

“Yes; very nice; and see where it got
us. I'm beginning to hate students. Sec-

ondary education is over-rated, anywan
If they must demonstrate, why can’t
they demonstrate against someone safe,
like the Eskimos or the Hottentots,
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America, indeed! The trouble with stu-
dents is that they den't study the news-
papers.”’

“It's a great pity, Il Duce. Remember
the good old days when you stood on

the balcony and shouted, *‘Shall we
fight>” and how they roared, ‘We shall
fight!*”

“Yes. And doesn’t it just prove that
you can't believe all you hear?”

“But it was a grand display, Duce.
You used to look like Caesar.”

“I did. And now I feel like Caesar's
ghost. I don't know how I will ever hold
my chin up again. My days of demon-
strating are over — that is, unless I
can break into the used-car business.”

“But aren't you even going to defy
America? I always thought you defied so
well, And the way you issued chal-
lenges!”

“Yes, I was pretty good, wasn't I?
But the trouble with issuing challenges
is that it gets about so. The challenged
get to hear about it, and that kind of
spoils the fun. Think of Greece — no,
don’t let’s think of Greece!”

“Tll tell you what, Excellencissimol
What about defying everyone over the
microphone. You can wear your best con.
queror’s uniform and give yourself a
proper break.”

“But_”

“Yes, I've thought of that. We needn’t
have it switched on.”

“What a brain! Antonie, bring in the
microphonio. I'm going to defy that Hit-
ler.”

N OW, what do you think you’re doing, Mr. Thomas! No
good getting run down and “out of sorts.,” We’ve all got to keep
our health — particularly nerves — in hand these days. Take my tip,
Mr. Thomas. Get yourself some Clements Tonic — that famous
remedy for raw nerves and general fatigne. Clements Tonic contains
Phosphates, Iron, Calcium and Quinine, a combination that feeds body
and nerves and brain, Clements Tonic will soon steady you— restore
your confidence and vigour, give you new “pep” and “nerves of steel.”

GET A BOTTLE OF CLEMENTS TONIC TO-DAY

Wholesale Distributors: Clemants Tonic Pty. Led., Sox 977, G.P.O,, Wellingtan.

2o

7/120

NOW SHE IS FREE FROM

ACID
ISTOMACH

Clear complexion. .. sparkling
eyes . . . radiant with the joy of
living . . . who would believe that
only a little while ago there were
days when the mirror revealed
ageing lines, a sallow, spotty
complexion and tired, pain-
drawn features? They were days
of constant misery, of stomach
pains—days when acid stomach
nearly wrecked her health.
But De Witt's Antacid Powder has put an

end to all that torture,diust ag it has done for

a host of sufferers, Relief from the very first
dose and then the sheer joy of eating all those

nice things which you like best, but which hurt
most. You don’t have to go on taking De Witt's
Antacid Powder—for it quickly restores the
whole digestive process to a normal healthy
state. First it neutralisesthe excesaacid. Then
it soothes and protects the inflamed stomachk
lining, Finally, it actually selps digest your food.

ONE DOSE — INSTANT RELIEF!
Why stay in pain . . . why lét acid stomach lead to chronic
dyspepsia? This is the remedy you need—and need NOWy

d for Indigestion, Acid:Stomag
Dnequalie and Flatulence. Price including tax, 2/7.
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