
BOOKS
BUSINESS GOES ON AS USUAL
London Publishers Defy Air Raids
NE of the new arrivals now
in New Zealand bookshops
is a fine example of the

speed and efficiency with which
publishers in London are grappling
with the effects of the war. The
whole stock of this book, accord-
ing to "Books of To-day," was des-
troyed in one of the air-raids on
London late in September. As soon
as the debris had been cleared out
of the way, the book was reset and
copies were received in New Zea-
land in time for the holiday trade.
The September air raids, particularly
later in the month, severely affected
several publishing houses in London.
One large firm had all the books it had
just prepared for publication in the
English autumn destroyed. It proceeded
at once to have three important books
reset, and to make arrangements for
others to follow.
Over a million books-some bound,
some unbound-were lost when a large
printing and binding factory in North
London was bombed.
Several publishing houses suffered less
damage. The chief interruption to some
businesses was caused by the presence of
time-bombs in the neighbourhood; their
premises had to be closed until the
bombs had been dealt with, One time-
bomb which penetrated the building oc-
cupied bya firm of publishers and lodged
underneath it was removed by the same
bomb-disposal squad as saved St. Paul’s
Cathedral.
In one week nearly a dozen publishing
firms were brought to a standstill for
varying periods, by the presence of time-
bombs. The London office of Whitcombe
and Tombs Ltd., which had its windows
broken when a neighbouring newspaper
office was bombed, is in the St. Paul’s
area, which was cordoned off for five
days. Because of damage to their pre-
mises several publishers are now doing
business from addresses out of London.
Booksellers in London, particularly jn
the St. Paul’s area, also suffered
severely. One very large shop has been
totally destroyed by bombs and fire.
Another effect of the war on the publish-
ing trade is indicated by the fact that
the factory of at least one large printing
firm closely associated with the book
trade has been commandeered by the
Government for conversion into a fac-
tory making aircraft tools.
Apart from the interference of air
taids with the publishing business in
Great Britain, there are inevitably some
delays in the arrival of mails, But prac-
tically all of the new books which were
intended to arrive in New Zealand before
Christmas were here in time. In the cir-
cumstances the quickness with which
orders are dealt with and books des-
patched from London is an amazingtribute to England’s coolness.
THE TIME BETWEEN
FROM VERSAILLES TO DANZIG.
By Claud Golding. Allen and Unwin.
This is a lively though provocative
account of the events in Europe that
separated two great wars. Mr. Golding
asserts that "from the moment that the
peace pen was put to paper, Germany

was determined to repudiate her signa-
ture." That may be true-most of us
in fact believe it-but his arguments areneither convincing nor consistent. He
takes, for example, the usual view that
Germany could have paid the total re-
parations, but "took good care to ‘cook’
the books to make it appear that she
could not." He insists that the German

Government did not tax the wealthy
industrialists enough, conveniently over-
looking the fact that internal taxation
does not provide the means to pay ex-
ternal debts,
Mr. Golding’s choice of President
Roosevelt as leader of the peace con-
ference after the present war, is also
surprising in view of his complaint that
President Wilson "did not know Europe
or understand Germany.’ But if Mr.
Golding is often provocative-one feels
deliberately provocative-he is never
dull, and his account of Hitler’s rise to
power and the Reichstag fire is as inter-
esting as any we have seen.

INCOME-TAX PAYABLE.

IN accordancewith Order in Council dated31stJuly, 1040. issued under the Landand income 'ax (Annual) Act, 1960, I
hereby notify that the Income-tax leviableunder section 3 0f that Act i8 payable atmy offlce in one sum 0n Wednesday, 12th
February. 1941, and that additional taxaccrues if not paid by 5th March, 1941=Liability is not suspendedby any objectionand tax must be paid by the prescribeddate to avoid additional percentage; anyoverpayment will be refunded.
Demands will be issued on Or about 5th
February, 1944_ and must be presentedwith all payments. Taxpayers who do notreceive an expected demaud should notifyme:

J. M. PARK,
Commissioner of Taxes,
Wellington, C.3.

BRLMAR
VALVES
CAN TAKE IT
Shattering jarofmammoth guns poundingcrashof giantseas yetBrimar Valves can 'take it. Theystand 4P toincredible punishmentand conie through with colours flying-British colours; Brimar Valves are built by the greatest
engineersintheindustry:Fromthebestmaterialsin theworld:Ten times tested_~ten times moreefficient,theyprovide thatmargin of safety demanded by the important work theydo.FitBrimarValves in your Radio~be sure oll replacements areBrimar-~andenjoylong,trouble-freeserviceatalltimes.

Obtainable fromall Radio Dealers.
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