“I'D RATHER LEAD A BAND”

Lyn Christiec Preferred Music to Medicine

HE theme for one of Fred

Astaire’'s most famous songs was

probably invented about 1923 by

Lyn Christie, whose band may be
heard each Saturday night relayed by
3ZB from the Christchurch Welcome
Club; because in 1923, when young Lyn
was ready to leave St. Andrew's Col-
lege, Christchurch. his father offered
him the luxury of trainiag to become a
doctor and young Lyn replied, * No,
1'd rather lead a band.’ And lead a
band he did. or at any rate play in one,
from then on.

He had been at the Christchurch
Boys High School and had played a
flute in the orchestra and had then
conducted the orchestra for two years:
at St. Andrew’s he played flute and
saxophone, and became conductor. As
scon as he left school he joined J. C.
Williamson’s, and for four years toured
New Zealand with the company, some-
times playing in the orchestra and
sometimes playing saxophone solos. He
was a member of the orchestra that
broadcast from the Dunedin Exhibition
aend of the orchestra that played in the
original broadcast from 3YA in 1926.

Busy Time in Australia

In 1927 he decided to go to Aus-
tralia.

“Had you a job to go to. or did you
go, full of money, for a holiday?” he
was asked. ’

Lyn Christie Jaughed. “Not exactly.
I arrived with £2 10s. But then I was
lucky. I dropped into cabaret jobs, stage
presentations, and casual playing for a
month and then, all on one day, I had
four auditions for four different jobs
and was given three of them. One was
to go to Java, and I turned that in.
1 put a friend of mine on to it, and he
stayed in Java for three years and liked
it, so I suppose I did the wrong thing.
But I took a contract with Fuller’s con-
ducting stage orchestras and also one
with the Wentworth cabaret, at that
time the biggest cabaret in Sydney, to
conduct the dance orchestra for the
winter season. Of course, that was the
boom time in Australia, before the
talkies came in.

“That was the end of stage presen-
tations, but there were still the cabarets

and lunch and tea-hour orchestras in
restaurants and I was kept busy.”

Lyn Christie joined Horace Keats'
orchestra as a saxoghonist and broad-
cast in one of the earnicst of the big
sponsored sessions i1 Australien com-
mercial broadcasitiig.

Conducting for the ABC

Between 1930 and 1931 Lyn Christie
was back in Christchurch for a time;
but he soon went back to Australia und
became conductor of the ABC dance
orchestra, which broadcast a programme
of 56 dance numbers every Saturday
night. It was at this time that Lyn
Christie engaged Jack Tavey, who tock
over the announcing.

“There was a great deal of rehears-
ing to do,” Lyn Christie said. “ At that
time I got every piece of music that
came into Australia and I had a stiff
job sorting out the good numbers from
the bad. We also put on a series of old-
time dance presentations from the Syd-
ney Town Hall. These were so popular
that we used to have audiences of
4,000; so we broadcast an old-time pro-
gramme each month from the studio.”

During one holiday season, Lyn
Christie took an ABC dance orchestra
of 12 to Tweed Heads and Coolangatta,
the towns on the border of Queensland
and New South Wales. The railway line
divided the two towns and made a walk
of two minutes from the New South
Wales hotels to the Queensland ones.
“The hotels in New South Wales,” Lyn
Christie explained, *“closed at six
o'clock, those in Queensland at nine.
The theatres in New South Wales were
closed on Sundays, in Queensland they
were open. Patrons were permitted to
smoke in Queensland theatres but only
on one side of the central aisle in New
South Wales theatres. So to make up
for their disadvantages I conducted
community sings on Sunday nights for
the New South Wales holiday-makers
and competed happily against the
Queensland picture theatres.”

Lyn Christie’s present orchestra, the
one heard from 3ZB, consists of two
saxophones, a trumpet, drums, and
piano. His wife, Olive Winston, is
pianist and conductor.

“Our Propaganda Is Simply
_ Terrible”
(Continued from previous page)

a company of yes-men, but hasn’t hesi-
tated to be critical and outspoken, the
members often voicing the discontents
of the people who elected them.

“The Press Is More Alive”

And the press has been still more
critical, lively and outspoken, Though
working under all manner of disadvan-
tages, with less paper, less advertising
and all the difficulties created by the
raids and faulty commurications and
transport, nevertheless the press seems
to me ten times more alive than it
was before the war. With one or two
exceptions it is much more sharply
democratic in tone than it used to be,
much more like the sort of newspapers
that most of you read. Anything less
like a Government-controlled press of
a Fascist country can hardly be im-

agined. And any suggestion, sometimes
made by a harassed official who's been
subjected to fierce attack, that the press
should be curbed has been instantly and
vigorously resented,

Last, but most important of all, we
come to the spirit of .the people them-
selves. Everything really hangs on this.
If democracy is decaying for them, then
our democracy is doomed, but if their
spirit is more democratic, then sooner
or later the Government will be more
democratic. You may bet your last penny
on that. I have no hesitation whatever
in declaring that the spirit of the Brit-
ish people is more truly and sharply
democratic than it's been for at least
a generation, perhaps than it's ever
been before, and that these people who
are “taking it” know what they're tak-
ing it for, and that in the end they
will have their own way. So please
don't talk of Britain and forget the
British people, They are Britain. You'll
see.
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Short Wave Stations
As Easily Tuned As
Locals!

Once again Bush ‘is out in front with on amaz-
ing new feature to make short-wave tuning
simply “ child’s play.” This new Bush model 73
has Band S-P-R-E-A-D Tuning. It stretches the
normal lin. shortwave bond to nearly 6 inches!
It's revolutionary! Makes shortwave tuning ¢s
easy and accurate as broadcast tuning. And the
beoutiful tone and powerful reception make the
shortwave bands we!l worth having.

Here is a close-up of the shorf-
wave bands on the big, clear,
illuminated Bush dial. Note the
fength of cach of the 4 seporate
short-wave bonds -- nearly 6
inches!
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Bush 73 hes also Bush Button Tuning for focal
stations—simply press the button and you've
got your station “in a flosh.” ” There's nothing
you can beat about the Bush.”

Your Dealer will
be glad to
_ demonstrate.

See your dealer for a free demonstration of
this amazing new model}

Sohn Burns & Co. Ltd.,, Auckland; Ernest Cordery Ltd., Christchurch;
Howorth Radio Service, Dunedin; Parker-Keane Ltd., Dunedin; Parkinson's
Ltd., lnvercargill. Distributors in other towns throughout MNew Zealond,
N.Z' Distributors: International Traders Ltd., 76-78 Anzac Avenue, Auckland,
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¥ Hundreds of Coo Shaves with
LAW’S

MENTHO-SHAVE

LIQUID SHAVING CREAM

‘Buy @& Bottle I,6 Saves Time,

NOW at your Pain and
Tobacconists Razor Blades
KEEPS YOUR FACE AS COOL A8 A CUCUMBER



