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BOOKS FOR THE TROOPS
lHlustrated Magazines Are Most Popular

ROOPS in New Zealand
camps eat so many hundred
tons of meat a day, so many
vegetables, so much bread, butter,
milk, and cheese. Food pours into
the camps in a flood that drains
the surplus from farm, factory,

and garden everywhere.

But men are more than their stom-
achs, and there is another stream going
out to the camps from Wellington which
in many ways is quite as important.

It begins in the old Wellington Public
Library buildings. There are busy men
here, but they are hard to find behind
the great piles of crated reading matter.
There are books here, not by the

. hundred, but by the thousand. There are
magazines of every description, piles
and piles of them, rows and rows of
them; and all this is only the material
which has not yet been sorted and
cleared from this central station.

New Zealand has responded splen-
didly to the appeals for books for the
troops.

In Papakura, in Trentham, in Burn-
ham, in Ngaruawahia, in all the Air
Force stations, in coast watching points,
at batteries, at temporary camps, there
are men who want books to read when
there is not drill or duty to be done.

New Zealand soldiers are not illiterates
performing an enforced duty for a few
pence a week. They have cther interests
than work and doing nothing. It would
be the last crime to treat them as if
they were cannon-fodder, yet that is
what would happen if we did not con-
stantly remember that each man is an
individual when he is not actively en-
gaged as a unit in a machine,

They need books, and thanks to the
generous pecple on the other side of
the guard house they are getting them.

Already 56,000 books and 56.000
periodicals have been sorted in Welling-
ton and distributed. :

Demand Increases Daily

In the main permanent army camps,
libraries have been established and are
looked after by some enlisted man who
is qualified for the job and has been
found unfit for service overseas. In the
Air Force training centres the work of
librarian is usually carried out by one
of the education officers attached to
this service. In temporary camps, the
work is usually in the hands of the
Y.M.C.A.

The whole crganisation has been
created by the Country Library Service,
whose officers can be found any day
making up bundle after bundle, box
after box, crate after crate, of more
material to be sent out just as fast as
it can be handled.

The supply is good, but that does not
mean that it should cease. Far from it.
The demand increases daily. Transports
have to be sent away well stocked,
camps overseas have to be remembered.
Weekly there are created new points
where men are assembled and where
men have spare time to read.

The standard of the books is as vari-
able as the standard of taste among
the men. You will find just about every-
thing in the clearing house from the
topical Penguin to the Sunday School
present someone received in the days
before excursion trains ran on Sundays.

Some must be discarded as beyond
repair; but most donors seem to have
realised that the camp book service is
not just a repository for the rubbish
they no longer want. As the books are
sorted and repaired they are placed on
shelves that look as neat and clean as
any to be found in any library.

Even paper-backed periodicals arrive
in pretty good condition. Among these
many of the troops find their most
amusing reading.

History in Pictures

Illustrated magazines are most popu-
lar, and the bundles are made up from
collections over two or three years.
Munich ,is the feature story of 1938,
and with 1839 comes Finland and
Poland, and, more than anything else,
hundreds of pictures of the Maginot
and Siegfried Lines,

American illustrated magazines featured
the war in Spain. It was only a few
years ago, but now the photographs seem
as out cf date as this week’s fire in next
week's newspaper.
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There are special issues for Daladier,
special issues for Chamberlain, special
issues for Gamelin.

Winston Churchill appears occasion-
ally, looking pretty grim as a rule.

History happens so fast now that the
discerning soldier—and he is usually a
discerning sort of perscn—will find much
of this stuff as fascinatingly interesting
as the discovery of a papyrus scroll
in a three-thousand-year-old Egyptian
tomb.

All of them who think at all, and
most of them do, are locking forward
now to what will happen when they
have got the business finished with,

What is ahead they do not know.
These magazines will remind them
that there has been a past, that it
happened only last year or the year
before; and they will be very much
amused.

The Urge to Hoard

Evidently New Zealand hoatMers of
beoks and periodicals have realised some
of these things and made their sacrifice
gladly knowing that what they are
doing will give endless pleasure.

Books are hard things to part with.
No ore buys a book without buying
something that he wants to keep and
have beside him. Even with the cheap
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magazine there is an urge to hoard.
There is something that might be intere
esting some day, some article, or illustra=
tion to which the owner might want
to refer another time. If the printed
word sells itself, it sells itself hard, and
it’'s hard to part with. -

It does hurt to part with a good bock,
but the best way to give these days is to
give until it hurts, and anyone who
could see what is happening to book
gifts will give gladly, knowing that the
more hurt there is in giving the more
pleasure there will be in receiving.

Have you any books? Hand them
over, There is a man in camp who
wants to read them. He's a long way
from bookshops and public libraries, His
main job is soldiering, but he still has
eyes to read and a mind that must be
kept cccupied. You can help by empty-
ing your shelves so that those in the
camp can be filled.

FIRST DESPATCHES
FROM EGYPT
NBS Now Has Bi-Weekly

Service

.Z.E.F. news compiled in Egypt for

broadcast especially to New Zealand
listeners was heard here for the first
time on November 9. As from that date
the NBS began a twice weekly service
of broadcast despatches from the field.

The N.Z. announcer's voice came over
the air in fairly good reception condi-
tions, and told about the fitness of men
acclimatising rapidly, about the inevit=
able flies, about mail day, and about the
services which are Jlooking after the
men’s welfare,

This service of despatches will be con~
tinued regularly. It will be heard here
at 10 p.m. every Wednesday and Satur-
day and, in case that hour is too late
for some listeners, at the beginning of
the 9 p.m. NBS Newsreel ¢n the night
following each relay.

Although technical -details of the
method have not yet reached New Zea-
land, it is believed that the despatch is
broadcast by shortwave to- England,
where the BBC picks it up and records
it at ‘whatever time is most suited to
good reception. .

It is then re-broadcast by one of tha
big Daventry transmitters and picked up
direct in New Zealand for relay and re-
cording.
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