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Earthquakes Are Wonderful

(Continued from previous page)

She realised what was happening, and
Jooked at me a little fearfully. I ex-
plained it was only a small one. I
guessed it would be about two or three
by the Ross-Ferrani measurement, and
this reassured her. Anything you can
measure is very reassuring. It gives you
a basis for comparison. Perhaps you re-
member, when you were young and sus-
ceptible to corporal punishment, how
reassuring it was to realise that the
whacking you got last night was only
half as bad as the one you had last
week, It is that way with earthquakes,
and Messrs. Ross and Ferrani are to be
thanked for giving us this method of
computing the extent of our fear and
trembling. If you are only scared two
points out of a possible ten then you
get over it quickly, On the other hand,
if you are scared ten out of the possible
you're scared near to death and yon
don't want it to happen again. Unless,
of course, you're sadistic, like me, and
take a morbid interest in calamity. Huh!

FTER that one in October I naturaily

felt pretty confident about my pro-
phecy, and I went around with renewed
vigour telling my friends that this year
we were due to get a good one. I even
pointed out to some of them which way
I thought the different hillsides would
slip, and I discussed with them the pro-
bable fate of reclaimed land, We talked
of the geological fault, or whatever it is,
that happens across Cook Strait, and
causes all that trouble for small boats
when the tide rip hits it; off Cape Tera-
whiti I think that happens. It struck me
as an amusing idea that the North Istand
should loosen its grip on the surface
of the world at this spot, leaving the
South to represent New Zealand on the
map, as it should anyway, in spite of
E. Earle Vaile.

I don't khow about my friends, but I
have a healthy imagination, and I can
imagine that cliff in the bead of the
ocean, I can see the darkness down
there, and the deep green of the things
that grow and trail in the water. I can
imagine the tide hastening through the
Straits and hitting this cliff, and I can
see with my own eyes what happens
when this uprush of moving water comes
to the surface. The waves do not flow,
They dance up and down, so that if you
are in a small boat your movement is
not rolling, but a series of very discon-
certing heaves and slaps. I can imagine
also how horrible it would be for one
of us to be living down there in the
half light and to feel the water agitated
by some foreign movement in the world
underneath, and to see this cliff slipping
off like butter when you scrape a knife
against the edge of a plate.

That would be pretty horrible, al-
though I do not say that some of us
would not be the better for seeing a
few things like that occasionally. We
gre not, after all, sufficiently sensitive
to horror. Ordinary human beings, if my
book and Bible learnings are true, would
faint in horror at many everyday things
that go on in the cities where they live,
Perhaps the book learning is not true
after all and human beings are not so
nice in fact.

NATURALLY with all this talk, she
became a bit worked up about
earthquakes, and I don’t deny that I
was imagining a bit too vividly myself.
However, to come to the end of the
story. One day after some bad weather
when the sky had cleared and the sun
was out again, everyone in the office felt
pretty good. We fooled a good bit and
the typists danced when they ran, and
ran when they.walked in the way they
have in springtime. I felt so good I
rang her up at her work and we chatted
a bit and she said, “ Come up to-night.”
I said ! didn’t think I would, seeing Y'd
been up the night before. So she said
what was I doing? I said nothing, which
was true, and which I hoped to keep
being true. But she said, “ Come for a
hike.” I said, “ Yes, I would come for a
walk.” So we fixed it wup.

I decided we'd walk round one parti-
cular road so as to cross the viaduct I've
mentioned before. This we did, and
when we came near the viaduct I looked
down at the road with the tramlines on
it pretty far below and I remembered
what I had thought that afterncon. It
was this: if we should be walking round
this spot and an earthquake came it
would be a good place to get out of.
It would be wise, I considered, to run
back. If we went forward we should
get where the valley is narrow and its
sides steep. If anything slipped that
would be where it would slip. If we ran
back we would quickly get to a place
where the hillside sloped less steeply
and here there would be less chance of
a slip.

WAS remembering these things, and

it was just as well, for while I re-
membered sure enough it came. The
rumble this time was a real one. There
was no mistaking it. It was the rumble
of the rocks heaving and the earth mov-
ing, and over it came the rumble of
houses rocking and shaking down and
concrete work moving and cracking and
buckling out. * This way,” ¥ sald, and J
had her by the hand. She was silent,
and I felt pretty cool, having got myself
ready for this situation, It was awkward
running with only one hand to swing,
but I held on believing that she would
gain confidence from me. I ran pretty
fast, and she dragged a little behind.
I said, “ You’re not running very fast,
darling.” She let go my hand and swung
into it. I let her catch up and get an
inch or two in front so I could see her
better and keep pace.

We were getting clear of the big
concrete facing to the cutting, and I was
thinking that it would be all right in
a moment when we were clear of that
place where the two-storey houses corne
high over the road, when it came on
us from behind. It was difficult running,
for the movement was very irregular.
All T remember now is that one convul-
sion caught me on a forward balance
and set me scuttling to catch up on my
weight. It must have caught her on her
back foot, because when I caught up
on myself and turned round to look
through the dust she wes not there.
Neither was the concrete facing, nor
the houses above it, and I hurried on to
the place where the road widened and
a man could grab a tree and have some-
thing to hold on to
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CAST AWAY YOUR GLASSES
HAVE GOOD NATURAL SIGHT

Eyesight Specialists REMARKABLE DISCOVERY

O BETTER NEWS has ever been published for the readers of this

paper than this pronouncement by Mr. Graham Bennett, the eminent
London eye specialist. In the course of a recent interview he said: * If
everybody’s livelihood depended upon seeing correctly without the aid of
glasses, the standard of eyesight in this country would quickly be raised.
For such a measure would force upon the notice of the general public what
few people except eye specialists know to-day—that most eye troubles can
be quite easily and safely corrected without wearing glasses at all. Indeed,

if it were not so tragic, it would be laughable to think of the thousands of
men and women who resort to glasses at the first sign of strain without
What would YOU think of
I assure

taking steps to correct their sight naturally.
a person who took to crutches at the first sign of Rheumatism?
you that the simile is not at all absurd.”

Post Coupon for
FREE BOOKLET

Other points made by Mr. Graham
Bennett were: * People so often fail to
realise that once you take to glasses you
are actually teaching your eyes to depend
upon them. Do I need to tell you that,
except in serious cazes, you should be
teaching your eyes to do WITHOUT
them? Some of you whom I am address-
ing are wearing spectacles at this momeant,
and you know as well as 1 do that your
eyesfght has not improved as a resuit.
In fact, I say that your eyes are probably
weaker; may I suggest that some of you
may have had to change to more power-
ful glasses since you first began to wear
them. Am I not right?”

OVER 50,000 SUCCESSFUL
CASES
“ What, then, is the remedy for this

state of affalrs as it affects you per-
sonally? ‘1l do mnot WANT to wear
glasses,” you say, ‘but how am I to
correct my eye troubles naturally so that
1 can manage without them?” There is
only one answer. You can learn to see
clearly without glasses by following the
safe, natural method of eye training tha!
I have used with complete success in
more than 50,000 cases since I embarked
upon my career as an eye specialist to
make the doctrine of ‘natural sight’ my
life’s work.

These methods are explained clearly in
my new book, which tells how, in the
privacy of your own home, you can
practise these simple methods which, while
occupying a few minutes a day, will
gradually yet surely restore to you that
clear vision which Nature intended you
to have.”

NO ONE TOO|
OLD — NO ONE
TOO YOUNG

If you are genuinsly
interested, this new book
of Mr. Graham Bennett’s
will be sent free of all
charge. It explains facts
that every eye specialist
knows, and exactly what
YOU have to do. It tells
how thousands of people for whom good
eyesight was vital in their employment—
such as railwaymen, ships’ officers, pilots
and others—have been enabled to pass
officlal eye tests after following Mr. Ben-
nett’s instructions.

People of every, class and rank, from
15 to even DO years of age, have been
saved from the tyranny of glasses by
these wonderful new methods—~methods
that car do the same for you.

Thoss whose 3ight has been Failing for
Years Regain Clear Sight—Eilderly People
Obtain the Vision of Youth — Short.
sighted Obtain Normal Range of Viasion.

Glasses are merely crutches for the
eyes. They can never end your troubles.
Mr. Graham Bennett's methods CAN.
Decide at once to apply on the form
below for free copy of his book, “ HOW
TO IMPROVE WEAK OR FAILING EYE.
SIGHT.” It costs you nothing except a
2d stamp, yet it can be the means of
ensuring for you perfect natural sight
for the rest of your life,

IF YOUR EYES—

« + « Water, burn or discharge.

.« . tire quickly when reading, sewing or
working.

If you suffer from headaches or pains behind
your eyes.

If the sun or brrght light hurts your eyes.

If your sight is blurred or misty.

If the whites of your eyes or eyelids are

- inflamed.

If you are short-sighted or Ilong-sighted.

If your eyes are failing through age.

Don’t hesitate. Send without delay for

FREE BOOK

EYESIGHT IS YOUR MOST
VALUABLE POSSESSION, SO

POST COUPON NOW

THE BENNETT EYESIGHT INSTITUTE,
P.O. BOX 1868, AUCKLAND, C.1.
Please send me, without obligation, a
lFren Copy of your interesting Booldat.l
*“How to Improve Weak or Failing Eye.
I sight”” I enclose 2d stamp for postlgc..

NAME ... .. iiriiiiiiiiiisssennonas

(Please write clearly and say whether
Mr,, Mrs., or Miss)
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