LOFTY IS HANGING IN
FOUR THOUSAND HOMES

there is no Hitler or Musso-

lini running the New Zealand
Army. Fritsch was too popular. He
died in Poland. Balbo was too
popular. He died in Africa. There
is no one here to say that Lofty
is too popular, but there are thou-
sands to say that he is very popu-
lar. They have been saying it for
the last week or two by mail to
The Listener, in letters worded:
“Enclosed find threepence in
stamps; please send your photo-

graph of Lofty Blomfield.”

By hundreds each day these letters
have streamed into the office, and by
hundreds each day the photographs,

LUCKILY for Lofty Blomfield,

| Mystery Story

The following paragraph, with
the above heading, appeared in &
recent issue of “ Time” (July 22k

“ Thousands of visiting Demo-
crats and a few donkeys appeared
in Chicage (for the Democratic
Convention), Most of the donkeys
(on the hoof and on signs) were
soon removed, Exactly why, dele-
gates to the Convention had to
judge for themselves; unexplained
mysteries were the rule in Chicago.
On a wall of the Convention’s vast
! (21,000 seats) Chicago Stadium, a
. huge picture of a donkey was re-
! placed by a spot-lighted, grisly
| sketch of Franklin Roosevelt. As-
siduously distributed were 500,000
campaign buttons, adorned not by
a donkey but by a bright red cock-
o'-the-walk and the legend:  Just
Roosevelt” ”

printed on art paper as promised in our
issue of August 16, have streamed back
to Listener readers who are also Blom-
field fans,

The week before last, ten days after
the offer was first published, the total
number of inquiries was falling off a
littte. It had been four hundred, five
hundred, six hundred, seven hundred
daily, with a week-end boost on Monday.
By the ¥riday it had dropped to a mere
three hundred a day.

Last week the flood was still a good-
sized river, and showed no signs of re-
ducing itself.

Lofty may be in the Army, and he
may be going overseas. Whatever hap-
pens, Lofty’s photograph will be in
several thousand New Zealand homes,

Lofty’'s Come-back

Popular enough even before he won
the British Empire Wrestling Champion-
ship, Lofty’s stocks rose even loftier
when the Championship ran out of the
ring from McCready when Katan took
a fall in Wellington Town Hall. This
was Lofty’s chance, The 3ergeant-Major,
who had not been quite so prominent in

the wrestling ring since his enlistment,
probably because of ties of duty, and
the difficulty of regular training, made a
come-back that gave the championship
to a New Zealander.

New Zealand too often has bowed the
knee to foreigners. Anyone with a
foreign-sounding name has been able to
come into the country and hold it in
the cup of his hand.

In wrestling it has been the same. The
big draws have nearly all come from
outside and brought their queer names
and romantic reputations with them.
Husky as they may be, the country lads
have pretended to remain country lads.
Here is one secret of Lofty's popularity,
A New Zealander from top to toes,
and the intervening space is considerable,
hence the name—-he has met the most
famous of the overseas big men on their
own ground, created his own distinct re-
putation, and now won his own reward.

Women Like Him —

Many of his fans, if our mail is any
indication, are women; at least fifty per
cent. A lot are small boys, and some,
small girls.

Only in the Post Office has Lofty’s
popularity been really tested, No doubt
the Director-General likes him well
enough, because every application to The
Listener office has meant tuppence on
the envelope and threepence in stamps
inside.

In some cases, in fact, it has meant
more than that. In these days of tup-
penny postage not everyone has penny
stamps in the house. Instead of three-
pence in stamps some people have sent
fourpence—two tuppeny stamps—and at
least one woman asks us to see that the
extra penny goes to the Patriotic Fund.

But for the mail clerks it has not been
such fun, Qur inward mail comes easily
enough to Box 1070. Our outward mail,
so suddenly increased, has to be sorted,
and the applications have come in from
just about every place in New Zealand,
big or small,

— And So Do Miners

However, whatever he may have suf-
fered in the thoughts of the postal em-
ployees, Lofty makes up in his undoubted
popularity with other classes. Miners, for
example, go for him in a very big way.
From every known mining centre in the
country applications have arrived by the
bunch.

New Zealand is not alone in admira-
tion for the long piece of wrestler. The
week The Listener carried his face on
the cover, Station 2YA broadcast the
usual announcement and was picked up
in Australia, By the first mail came a
request for the photograph, with one
shilling and sixpence in overseas ex-
change for Mr, Nash,

But Lofty’s greatest triumph has been
won in the heart of a fan in the North
Island. She wrote to say that she has
some of her family abroad, serving with
the Forces, but she thinks Lofty ought
to be kept here. In these times of stress
he evidently makes a good antidote to
“ILondon Calling,” and this correspon-
dent wants him retained for amusement
purposes.
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EXTRA LONG [IFE BATTERIES

AS A DAISY

Eveready reaches you factory-
fresh, straight from the new,
up-to-the-minute New Zealand
factory, which is the latest unit
of the world - wide Eveready
organisation,, largest manufac-
turers of dry-cell batteries in the
world.

Because it is fresh, because it is
manufactured with such scrupu-
lous care, Eveready lasts longer
than any other battery you can
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buy. Zealously careful selection of
raw materials, painstaking attention
to every little detail of manufacture,
minute inspection of every opera-
tion and rigid testing of every unit
cell, these things insure the long
and efficient life of every Eveready
battery. There’s no compromise
with quality in the manufacture of
an Eveready. That's one of the
reasons why Eveready is the world’s
best battery.
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BATTERIES

A NATIONAL CARBON COMPANY PRODUCT

FACTORY FRESH—NOW MADE IN NEW ZEALAND

Of vital import-
once to Every Diabetic is this New FREE
BOOK entitled * DIABETES —its cause
and treotment.” New Discovery that is
giving health and enery to “thousands
without injections, or strict dieting.
Write for this valuable bock ot onca.
Obtainable by return post from

CHEMISTS’ SUPPLIES CO.
P.0. Box 1178L, CHRISTCHURCH.
(Kindly enclose 6d. stamps for handling.)

Chronic Varicose Ulcers Per-

manently Healed by VAREX

People who have suffered ten, twenty
and thirty years from Bad Legs, Vari-
cose Uleers and Varicogse Eczema are
loud in their praises of Varex Treat-
ment.

Varex 1s a simple, safe and Inex-
pensive home treaiment which heals per-
manently while you go about your dally
work. NO RESTING REQUIRED. Four
to six dressings (one & week) are
usually sufficient. Simple to apply and
very inexpensive. Write for free book-
jet 10 Ernest Healey, Pharmaceutical
Chemist, Varex Ltd., Box 1558, N.L.,
Wellington.
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